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A KEynoTE LEcTuRE

youth Makes history
AKIRA IRIyE
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GERMAn hISToRIcAL InSTITuTE
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wAShInGTon dc 20009

akira iriye is charles Warren research professor of american 
history at harvard University. he has written widely on U.s. 
diplomatic history and is a forceful proponent of the cultural 
turn in the study of foreign relations. his major publications in-
clude The Globalizing of America (1993), cultural Internation-
alism and World Order (1997), and Global Community (2002). 
his talk “youth Makes history” takes issue with the view that 
history is an adults-only enterprise and illuminates the ways in 
which young people have challenged and changed the globally 
interconnected world as we know it.

this keynote lecture is part of the conference “adolescent 
ambassadors: 20th century youth organizations and interna-
tional relations,” held at the ghi on March 23 and 24.

In cooperation with the Society for the History of Children and 
Youth

PhoTo cREdIT: young protester in yemen, september 2011.


