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This issue of the Bulletin opens with GHI Director Ulrike von 
Hirschhausen’s inaugural lecture, “Frozen Conflicts: A Legacy of 
Empire in the Twenty-First Century.” Using the frozen conflicts 
in Transnistria and Abkhazia as case studies, she argues that 
the enduring legacy of empire is a crucial factor in the emer
gence and persistence of such cases of contested statehood in 
the post-Soviet space and beyond. These protracted territorial 
disputes—characterized by unresolved sovereignty, oscillation 
between war and peace, and external patronage—can only be 
understood by taking their imperial roots into account. Drawing 
on historical analysis and political science, her research dem
onstrates how the dissolution of empires, particularly the Rus
sian and Soviet Empires, created the conditions for secessionist 
movements that continue to be fueled by ethnic conflict, histori
cal trauma, and geopolitical leverage. Advocating for interdisci
plinary collaboration between historians and political scientists 
to better understand the blurred lines between war and peace, 
state and non-state, Hirschhausen argues that examining fro
zen conflicts through this lens may help us navigate the shifting 
political realities in an increasingly unstable world order.

The second feature presents the work of Matthew Hershey, 
the 2025 winner of the Fritz Stern Dissertation Prize awarded 
by the Friends of the German Historical Institute. In his dis
sertation, Hershey examined the societal impact and signif
icance of farewell letters written by frontline soldiers during 
the First World War. His close reading of the sources shows 
how the circulation of farewell letters and death notices 
among family and friends at home widened the “circles of 
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mourning” in wartime Germany to the point where bereave
ment became the norm rather than an unusual, tragic circum
stance in German society towards the end of the war. In the 
face of such “quasi-total” devastation and continued military 
losses, the official rhetoric of honorable sacrifice increasingly 
lost its justificatory authority.

In the third feature, Viola Alianov-Rautenberg, a Research 
Fellow at the GHI Washington’s Pacific Office, outlines her 
current research project, which aims to demonstrate how 
studying amateur songs written by German-speaking Jew
ish refugees might help historians reveal aspects of Jewish 
history that historiography tends to overlook or forget. She 
directs our attention to the traditional bias toward “high cul
ture” in Jewish history and argues that overcoming this bias 
will benefit the study of Jewish history in various respects. 
Drawing on approaches from ethnomusicology, performance 
studies, and the history of emotions, Alianov-Rautenberg 
analyzes so-called contrafacta created by German-speaking 
Jewish refugees, seeking to reveal the ways in which these 
hitherto overlooked sources can enrich our understanding of 
the migrant communities who created them.

In our fourth feature, eminent historian of science Mitchell G. 
Ash looks back at the development of higher education in the 
United States, Germany, and Austria since 1945. Outlining 
some of the major events and policies that shaped access 
to higher education as well as its present conditions on both 
sides of the Atlantic, he discusses how the current political 
moment might impact future cooperation and exchange 
between American and European institutions of higher edu
cation.

Christina Morina’s article on “A Thousand New Beginnings” 
originated as the Heuss Lecture she was invited to deliver 
at The New School, where she taught as the Theodor Heuss 
Professor in 2024/25. Based on her award-winning book, 
Tausend Aufbrüche. Die Deutschen und ihre Demokratie seit 
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den 1980er Jahren (soon to be published in English transla
tion by Cambridge UP), Morina examines letters written by 
East and West Germans to their respective governments to 
reveal the expectations they expressed of their governments 
and of their democracy – whether actual or claimed – as a 
participatory form of government.

The conference reports in this issue reflect the current aca
demic interest in the state of universities and their role within 
society both historically and in the present moment. Migration 
movements and their wide-ranging social, economic, and 
political implications were another thematic focus of recent 
conferences organized by the GHI Washington.

For up-to-date information on upcoming events, publica
tions, fellowships, and calls for papers, please consult the GHI 
website at http:​/​/www​.ghi​-dc​.org, follow our Bluesky account 
@ghiwashington.bsky.social or sign up for our digital news
letter on our website. We look forward to welcoming you at 
upcoming events in both Washington and Berkeley.

Ulrike von Hirschhausen (Director) 
Insa Kummer (Acting editor)




