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Sixth Annual Bucerius Young 
Scholars Forum. Histories of 
Migration: Transatlantic and 
Global Perspectives

Sixth Annual Bucerius Young Scholars Forum at the Pacific 
Regional Office of the Ger man Historical Institute Washing-
ton in Berkeley, California, Octo ber 10–12, 2022. Sponsored 
by the Zeit-Stiftung Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius. Conveners: 
Frithjof Ben ja min Schenk (University of Basel) and Sören 
Urbansky (GHI Washington). Participants: Joshua Donovan 
(GHI Washington), Meta Cramer (University of Freiburg),  
Vitalij Fastovskij (GHI Washington), Elisa Frei (Bos ton 
 College), Deniz Göktürk (UC Berkeley), Rebekka Gross-
mann (Hebrew University Jerusalem), Gulzat Egemberdieva 
( Humboldt University Berlin), Mayada Madbouly (Universi-
té Paris Nanterre), Rebekah McCallum (Pennsylvania State 
University), Thore Menze (University of Tübingen), Edward 
Mohr (University of Tübingen), Leroy Myers Jr. (University 
of Oklahoma), Akasemi Newsome (UC Berkeley), Shali-
ni Randeria (Central Euro pean University Vienna), Özge 
Sezer (Brandenburg University of Technology Cottbus), 
Olga Sparschuh (Technical University of Munich), Nino Val-
len (GHI Washington).

This year’s Young Scholars Forum focused on pat terns of 
inter nal migra tion and dis place ment. Co-con ven ers Frith-
jof Ben ja min Schenk and Sören Urbansky offered intro-
duc tory thoughts on the matic and meth od o log i cal issues 
raised col lec tively by the pre-cir cu lated papers. All of the 
pre sen ta tions con sid ered the var i ous causes and actors that 
have shaped pat terns of migra tion. Because inter nal migra-
tion often does not involve travel across national bor ders,  
it can sometimes be dif fi cult for research ers to find records 
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of these migrants in tra di tional state archives. Nevertheless, 
by con sid er ing migrants as  pro duc ers of knowl edge and 
rely ing on diverse meth od o log i cal approaches, par tic i pants 
asked impor tant ques tions about how schol ars can include 
migrant voices in their work.

The first panel revolved around ques tions of trav el ing knowl-
edge in two very dif fer ent his tor i cal con texts: Meta Cramer 
exam ined pre dom i nantly male, mid dle-class stu dents from 
the West Indies who trav eled to London and later became 
renowned colo nial schol ars. She showed the impact that 
these mobile actors had on the dis sem i na tion of anti-colo nial  
knowl edge and the emer gence of new per spec tives on the 
Carib bean. Elisa Frei exam ined writ ings from three Jesuit 
mis sion ar ies from the sev en teenth cen tury. Although there 
was no pro fes sional train ing for mis sion ar ies at this time, 
the reports took the form of prag matic instruc tions, show ing 
how their authors adapted to polit i cal cir cum stances. The 
ensu ing dis cus sion addressed meth od o log i cal and the o ret-
i cal ques tions related to the recon struc tion of intel lec tual 
prac tices and the study of asym met ri cal power rela tions.

The sec ond panel dealt with ques tions of power and knowl-
edge. Thore Menze addressed the ques tion of how the fed-
eral laws of the Ger man Empire were implemented at the 
local level. One of the most impor tant free doms avail  able to 
the cit i zens of the newly cre ated Reich (1871) was the free-
dom of move ment. Menze came to the con clu sion that inter-
nal bor ders con tin ued to have great impor tance, espe cially 
when they were crossed by peo ple from the lower strata of 
soci ety and that the new leg is la tion was implemented only 
grad u ally by local author i ties. Edward Mohr showed how 
var i ous actors attempted to over turn restric tions on inter-
nal migra tion from the late 1960s to the 1990s. Mohr argued 
for draw ing from his tor i cal exam ples of the pro duc tion of 
migrant knowl edge to improve the nego ti a tion of migra tion 
by rel e vant orga ni za tions today. The par tic i pants discussed 
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ques tions of labor and migra tion con trol, the per cep tion of 
migra tion by state and non-state actors and stressed the 
need to study migra tion not only as a lin ear pro cess, but as 
a move ment of peo ple that could often take a cir cu lar form.

The third panel exam ined post-slav ery mobil ity. Özge Sezer 
discussed the inter nal migra tion of Afro-Turks, for mer 
slaves from Africa, in the Otto man Empire. She interpreted 
these state-ini ti ated pro cesses as a com po nent of inter nal 
col o ni za tion. New set tle ment areas with mod ern infra struc-
ture were cre ated, fos ter ing the cre a tion of a new Otto-
man iden tity. While these agri cul tural sites were designed 
to strengthen loy alty to the impe rial cen ter, Afro-Turks pre-
served dis tinc tive ele ments of their cul ture and wove them 
into their built envi ron ment. Leroy Myers Jr. discussed the 
aspi ra tions and the ideology of black farm ers in the late 
nineteenth cen tury who had become dis il lu sioned with the 
pros pects for social prog ress in the racial order of the South-
ern United States and moved to the Old West, hoping to 
cre ate a major ity-black state there. Myers shed light on this 
story by ana lyz ing the rhet o ric of Edward McCabe, a lead-
ing busi ness man who encour aged the set tle ment of Afri can 
Amer i cans in the ter ri tory of Oklahoma. During the dis cus-
sion the par tic i pants spoke about source prob lems related 
to migra tion his tory, includ ing ego-doc u ments of the First 
Nations, such as inter views in indig e nous news pa pers. They 
empha sized how impor tant it is to keep in mind the dif fer ent 
moti va tions of his tor i cal actors, includ ing migrants as well 
as state bureau crats.

The sec ond day of the con fer ence began with a panel that 
grap pled with dis place ment. Rebekah McCallum discussed 
pat terns of labor migra tion on Brit ish tea plan ta tions in 
South Asia. She exam ined the eco nomic and envi ron men tal 
fac tors that com pelled work ers to leave their homes to work 
on the plan ta tions, com pli cat ing the dis tinc tion between 
“forced” and “vol un tary” or “eco nomic” migra tion. Mayada 
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Madbouly ana lyzed the famous Nubian novel al-Shaman-
doura, which recounts the dis place ment of Nubi ans by 
flooding from devel op ment pro jects in Brit ish-occu pied 
Egypt. Madbouly described al-Shamandoura as a frag ment 
through which schol ars can begin to piece together indig e-
nous voices that would oth er wise be dif fi cult to find in state 
or colo nial archives. Comments and ques tions focused par-
tic u larly on the meth od o log i cal approaches and insights 
offered by these papers.

The fifth panel focused on per cep tions and rep re sen ta-
tions of migrants. Rebekka Grossmann con sid ered the rise 
of human i tar ian pho tog ra phy as a global phe nom e non 
in the mid- twen ti eth cen tury. She explained that inter na-
tional orga ni za tions like the United Nations and UNESCO 
were par tic u larly inter ested in shar ing pic tures of fam i lies to 
argue for the uni ver sal ity of human expe ri ence. She argued 
that pho to graphs of migrants are effec tively their voices, 
too. In her paper on Ital ian migra tion to Turin and Munich, 
Olga Sparschuh made a com pel ling case for over com ing the 
ongo ing fix a tion of migra tion research on national catego-
ries. Whereas in Turin the idea of the inner-Ital ian binary with 
its strong con trast between North and South con tin ued to 
impact the per cep tion of (south ern) Ital ian labor migrants, 
in Munich their per cep tion was ini tially more favor able. Both 
pieces high lighted the ben e fits of a com par a tive approach 
when untangling ques tions of iden tity.

The final panel fea tured a short doc u men tary by Gulzat 
Egemberdieva. It offered a win dow into the lives of the his-
tor i cally nomadic Pamir peo ple of Central Asia, who now 
find them selves liv ing in dif fer ent nation-states. The film 
incor po rated quo tid ian foot age taken by Pamirians them-
selves and dealt with themes of mem ory, the pres er va tion 
of cul tural her i tage, and restricted mobil ity. The dis cus sion 
focused on the inter sec tion of emo tions and migra tion, as 
well as the ways in which migrants imag ine com mu ni ties 
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and kin ship ties that may con flict with or tran scend national 
bound aries.

After the final panel, each of the par tic i pants shared final 
reflec tions on how the forum helped them think through 
their own work. Several peo ple stated that the diver sity 
of geo graphic, dis ci plin ary, and meth od o log i cal per spec-
tives pushed them out of their com fort zones in pro duc tive 
ways and encour aged them to ask dif fer ent kinds of ques-
tions. The papers revealed how diverse migrant knowl edge 
can be; we saw that it can include pho to graphs, art work, 
built envi ron ments, lit er a ture, social move ments, mem oirs, 
travel advice, and more. The migrants stud ied were sim i-
larly diverse. At the same time, being  able to com pare so 
many dif fer ent cases revealed com mon al i ties in the forms 
that state reg u la tions and restric tions on migra tion can 
take. Participants also returned to the con fer ence theme of 
inter nal migra tion. Unlike migra tion across national bor-
ders, which often focuses on a sin gle moment of a per son’s 
move ment, inter nal migra tion can cap ture lon ger peri ods of 
mobil ity.

The three-day meet ing con cluded with a well-attended 
pub lic key note lec ture by Shalini Randeria enti tled “Whose 
Knowledge? Knowledge about Migrants vs. Migrants’ 
Knowledge,” followed by a com men tary by Deniz Göktürk. 
Randeria underlined the dif fer ences in knowl edge pro duc-
tion between state and migrant actors and pleaded for a 
stron ger research focus on the state, which is the deci sive 
actor in migra tion issues.

Joshua Donovan (GHI Washington) and  
Vitalij Fastovskij (GHI Washington)


