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I came to the notion of glob al iz ing Landesgeschichte rath
er inad ver tently. I have often said that my pri mary research 
strat egy is to stum ble into prob lems that irri tate or per
plex me, and then try to fig ure them out. In that sense, my 
incom pe tence with things like the his tory of Bayern, Baden 
Württemberg, Switzerland, the Tyrol, and Vorarlberg — all  
polit i cal enti ties scattered across what I have come to call the 
Southern Ger man bor der lands — became a vir tue of sorts. 
Essentially, I hap pened upon peo ple from these places dur ing 
my work on Ger man migrants in Latin America; they made 
me want to know more about the region; and once I started 
dig ging into it, I started rethink ing Ger man his tory in pro duc
tive ways.

Part of this rethink ing was already in motion as I was writ ing 
my most recent book, Ger man History Unbound.1 It grew out 
of a cul mi na tion of prob lems I had been wres tling with over 
the last cou ple of decades, the big gest of which was try ing to 

1 H. Glenn Penny, 
 Ger man History 
Unbound: 1750s to the 
Present (Cambridge, 
2022).
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fig ure out how to nar rate a poly cen tric Ger man his tory that 
places com mu ni ties of selfproclaimed Ger mans and their 
inter con nec tions at its cen ter, rather than the his tory of the 
Ger man nationstate, or any states for that mat ter.

As I did that, I spent a lot of time think ing about Ger mans 
all  over the world, and I spent a good deal of energy pur su
ing them through out Latin America. In part, that was because 
those migrants had seen much less schol arly atten tion than 
their coun ter parts in Eastern Europe, Russia, and North 
America. Yet they also appeared to be just as impor tant, if not 
more impor tant, to what I was starting to think of as a glob al
ized Ger man his tory, one punc tu ated less by the rad i cal rup
tures of major geo po lit i cal events, or the lives and fates of the 
regimes dom i nat ing the Ger man nationstate, than the many 
con sis tent net works and rela tions that have persisted through 
them.

To be hon est, I also sim ply wanted to under stand why there 
were so many Ger man com mu ni ties in Latin America, par tic
u larly across the south ern cone, and I won dered what their 
his to ries might tell me about the last cou ple of cen tu ries of 
Euro pean and Ger man his tory, which I had not learned from 
the sec ond ary lit er a ture.

It turns out that the many Ger man com mu ni ties which took 
shape across Latin America after the 1880s had quite a lot to 
teach me, par tic u larly when I thought about things like the 
soft forms of power that grew along with the emer gence of 
global Germanophone net works of transportation, travel, 
and trade in the mod ern era. I also learned a great deal about 
Ger mans’ inter ac tions with nonEuro pe ans, a topic that has 
inter ested me since I entered this pro fes sion.

I could con tinue at length about the argu ments in that book, 
but I would pre fer to use this oppor tu nity to open up dis cus
sions about three things I have been think ing about since 
com plet ing it : 1) the oftenoverlooked his to rio graph i cal 
impor tance of the Southern Ger man bor der lands; 2) how 
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glob al iz ing the Landesgeschichte of these regions might 
draw that into relief, and 3) how the work of gen er a tions of 
 V olkskundler (or prac ti tion ers of empirische Kulturwissen-
schaft) who have focused on these regions might help us do 
all  of that.

To get to those points, I need to take you through a bit of my 
own intel lec tual jour ney, which has been filled with poi gnant 
false steps and mis cal cu la tions that have proven to be sur pris
ingly fruit ful; and the place I would like to begin is  Guatemala.

When I think of being Ger man in Guatemala, I think of 
highly inclu sive trans cul tural com mu ni ties that were locally 
grounded but glob ally ori ented. These Ger man com mu ni ties 
were well established in Guatemala by the turn of the twen ti
eth cen tury; and although there were never more than a few 
thou sand Ger manspeak ers in Guatemala at any moment 
between the 1880s and the 1940s, those com mu ni ties were 
and remain the larg est con cen tra tion of Ger manspeak ers in 
Central America, and through out those decades they gen er
ated a large per cent age of Guatemala’s GDP. Moreover, while 
most of them were wellinte grated into Guatemalan soci ety, 
they clearly lived trans cul tural and trans at lan tic lives. Many 
of the lead ing trad ing fam i lies, in fact, worked simul ta neously 
in Bremen and/or Hamburg while liv ing in the cap i tal of 
 Guatemala City and/or (in the case of the cof fee cap i tal ists) 
on one of their many plan ta tions. Moreover, most of them 
made sure that their chil dren were Guatemalan as well as 
Ger man cit i zens.2

On the one hand, that gave these Ger mans many advan tages —  
most impor tantly, they could draw on the many forms of cul
tural, eco nomic, and social cap i tal tied to being  Ger man in 
Guatemala. For exam ple, and this is quite impor tant, until 
the 1930s, most of the cof fee they pro duced was traded 
almost exclu sively on the Hamburg cof fee exchange. But their 
insider/out sider sta tus also made these Ger manGuatemalans 
incred i bly vul ner a ble, because even though they were the 

2 The stan dard text 
is Regina Wagner, 
Los Alemanes en 
 Guatemala, 1828-
1944 (Guatemala City, 
1991).
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peo ple who most linked other Guatemalans into inter na
tional trade net works that connected Central America to cen
tral Euro pean indus try and mar kets, the shifting Guatemalan 
regimes always had the monop oly on vio lence within their 
bor ders.3 That, in fact, is one of the things that made Ger
man con nec tions so appeal ing to Latin Amer i can regimes: 
they offered a less threat en ing alter na tive to the Brit ish, the 
French, and later the United States—all  of whom sought eco
nomic and polit i cal hege mony in the region. Imperial Germa
ny’s polit i cal and mil i tary weak ness at the turn of the cen tury 
was in fact part of these Ger mans’ secret to suc cess.4

Moreover, while Imperial Germany did set up a favored 
nation trad ing agree ment with Guatemala in the 1880s, that 
was only after Ger mans liv ing there had done the hard work 
of build ing rela tions. Characteristically, and this is crit i cal to 
bear in mind, in Latin America, the Ger man nationstate fol
lowed the actions of Ger manspeak ers liv ing abroad. It did 
not take the lead in build ing those rela tion ships. Nor could 

3 Christiane Berth, 
Biographien und 
Netzwerke im 
 Kaffeehandel zwischen 
Deutschland und 
Zentralamerika, 
1920-1959 (Hamburg, 
2010).

4 Penny, Ger man  
History Unbound,  
172-76.

Figure 1. “Inside 
 Plantation Life on El 
Perú.”
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it con trol them. It also could not defend them, and thus in 
both world wars, as the Guatemalan state broke rela tion ships 
with the Ger man nationstate, Ger mans in Guatemala suf
fered prop erty sei zures, and in World War II, there were wide
spread con fis ca tions as well as intern ments. In both cases, 
the Guatemalan state’s polit i cal elites enriched them selves 
on Ger man prop er ties dur ing the cri ses. In nei ther case could 
the Ger man nationstate help, and in both cases the rebuild
ing had to take place by those net works of Ger mans in Cen
tral America — because nei ther the Weimar Republic nor the 
young West Germany proved of much value.5

None of this sounds much like the kinds of infor mal impe ri al
ism or neo co lo nial sit u a tions that dom i nate the post co lo nial 
lit er a ture on Latin Amer i can rela tions with for eign actors or 
even most of the lit er a ture on Ger mans in the world—which 
tends to priv i lege ana ly ses of colo nial con nec tions, par tic u
larly forms of exploi ta tion. Except that one might argue that 

Figure 2. “Inside the 
Nottebohm Bank, 
Guatemala City.” 
Images cour tesy of 
 Regina Wagner.

5 Ibid., chap ters 5-7.
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the Ger mans who came to dom i nate a great deal of cof fee pro
duc tion and other businesses in Guatemala from the 1880s 
into the 1930s benefited from the Guatemalan state’s efforts at 
inter nal colo nial ism — because the labor on Ger man plan ta
tions, like all  the plan ta tions in Guatemala, was largely Mayan 
labor that was forced into debt peon age by Guatemalan state 
stat utes. Ger man cap i tal ists, like every one else in Guatemala, 
par tic i pated in that sys tem.6

And this is where the story gets most inter est ing, and where 
my own incom pe tence turned into a kind of vir tue that took 
me to BadenWürttemberg and Bavaria. What we find among 
the cof fee cap i tal ists in Guatemala, and this is some thing that 
Brit ish, French, and U.S. observ ers con sis tently noted and 
lamented from the 1880s through the 1930s, is that Ger mans 
in Guatemala, as in much of Latin America, were quite good 
at inte grat ing into local cul tures, learn ing local lan guages, 
and find ing ways to do busi ness that benefited their part ners 
as well as them selves. In the case of many Ger man plan ta
tion own ers (but by no means all), they quickly found ways to 
inte grate into local kin ship net works, learn local lan guages, 
includ ing Mayan as well as Span ish, and quickly make them
selves the lesser evil among the prop erty own ers. There is no 
ques tion that that paid large div i dends, but there is also lit tle 
ques tion that it was never all  about the money. In gen eral, 
Ger mans in Guatemala showed a great deal more inter est 
in those cul tures and peo ples than did their Brit ish or U.S. 
 coun ter parts—not to men tion the Ladinos (native born
Span ish speak ing elites), who had abso lutely no inter est in 
speak ing Mayan lan guages or learn ing about the cul tures of 
their underclasses.7

I was pretty intrigued when I learned about this char ac ter
is tic, and I spent a lot of time try ing to fig ure it out. Every
one work ing on cof fee cap i tal ism in Central America knew 
that the Ger mans in Guatemala were sim ply bet ter cap i tal
ists than their Amer i can, Euro pean, or Ladino coun ter parts. 
And every one essen tially agreed that this was largely due to 

7 Thomas Schoonover, 
Germany in Central 
America: Competitive 
Imperialism, 1821–
1929 (Tuscaloosa, 
1998). On inte gra tion 
see: Glenn Penny, In 
Humboldt’s Shadow: 
A Tragic History of 
Ger man Ethnology 
(Princeton, 2020), 
chap ter 4.

6 See inter alia: J. C. 
Cambranes, Coffee 
and Peasants: The 
Origins of the Modern 
Plantation  Economy 
in Guatemala, 
1853-1897 (South 
Woodstock, 1985); 
Julie Gibbings, “The 
Shadow of  Slavery: 
Historical Time, Labor, 
and  Citizenship in 
Nineteenth- 
Century Alta Ver-
apaz, Guatemala,” 
His panic Amer i can 
Historical Review 
96 (2016): 73-107; 
Matilde González-
Izás, Modernización 
capitalista, racismo y 
violencia: Guatemala 
(1750-1930) (México 
City, 2014).
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the fact that many of them were quick to learn the lan guages 
and inte grate into the cul tures of the plan ta tion work ers. But 
no one could tell me why. Most of the schol ars who put their 
post co lo nial the o ries first, or who reached back to old mod
els of depen dency the ory, thought that this was sim ply base 
oppor tun ism, a kind of cyn i cal busi ness model that allowed 
Ger mans to bet ter con trol their labor forces and even lure 
labor ers away from other own ers’ plan ta tions.8 And that was 
indeed one func tion of their efforts, but it did not take me 
long to real ize that it was not their only inten tion.

Erwin Paul Dieseldorff, who was one of the lead ing cof fee 
cap i tal ists of the age and came from a Hamburg trad ing fam
ily, was never trained at a uni ver sity, but not only learned 
Mayan lan guages (there are at least thirtytwo) and inte grated 
him self into kin ship net works while he built a ver ti cally 
inte grated cof fee empire, he also dove deep into the his tory 
of the region—the nat u ral his tory, the eth nol ogy, the arche 
ol ogy, becom ing a cen tral inter loc u tor with a whole series of 
Amer i can and Euro pean schol ars inter ested in Central Amer
i can and par tic u larly Mayan cul tures and his tory. In fact, 
Dieseldorff became a reigning expert by the inter war period, 

Figure 3a. Erwin Paul 
Dieseldorff and his son 
in Guatemala, n.d.

Figure 3b. Erwin Paul 
Dieseldorff, Kunst und 
Religion der Mayavölk-
er, Berlin 1926. Front 
cover.

8 See Cambranes, Cof-
fee and Peasants; and 
González-Izás, Mod-
ernización capitalista, 
racismo y violencia.
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pub lish ing essays on arti facts, lan guages, and nat u ral his tory 
in schol arly jour nals, par tici pat ing in inter na tional schol arly 
meet ings, and cre at ing siz able archeological col lec tions that 
he donated to muse ums in Europe and Guatemala.9 There 
was no profit in that.

But Dieseldorff also under stood the util ity, or the cul tural, 
social, and polit i cal cap i tal, of his knowl edge gath er ing, and 
while I was read ing the pri vate papers of David Sapper, the 
cousin of Richard Sapper, another, equally impor tant cof fee 
cap i tal ist in Guatemala, I was fas ci nated to learn that David 
Sapper, who trav eled alone from Germany to New York, and 
then from New Orleans to Guatemala when he was only fif
teen years old, learned to speak Q’eqchi’ from Dieseldorff 
after they met by acci dent on the ship that took Sapper across 
the Carib bean. It was a chance encoun ter, but once Diesel
dorff learned who David Sapper was, and on which plan ta tion 
he would be work ing, he made a point of teach ing him the 
Mayan lan guage he would need on that plan ta tion so that the 
young Sapper would be ahead of the game when he arrived.10

I found that amaz ing, par tic u larly because it was rel a tively 
easy for the fif teenyearold David Sapper to learn the lan
guage. But then he could already speak Ger man, English, 
French, Ital ian, as well as the dia lect com mon around the 
Southern Ital ian city of Bari, on the Adriatic Sea, where he 
had attended a Ger man school supported by its Ger man 
 col ony while his father worked there as a mer chant. As a 
result, David Sapper learned his first Mayan lan guage before 
he even learned Span ish, because, as Dieseldoff taught him, it 
would be much more impor tant for his work, just as the local 
Ital ian dia lect around Bari had been more impor tant for his 
father’s work than writ ten Ital ian based on Tus can, the stan
dard lit er ary dia lect in Italy.

This lin guis tic tal ent seems typ i cal of trade fam i lies from 
Hansa states. In fact, it also seems that it was the his tory of 
Hansa city states, much more than the Ger man nationstate, 

10 David Sapper, 
Erinnerungen von 
David Ernst Sapper, 
Guatemala. Typescript 
in the pos ses sion of 
Regina Wagner. I 
remain grate ful to her 
for pro vid ing me with 
this text.

9 For a com-
plete  Dieseldorff 
 bib li og ra phy and much 
more on his life and 
work see: Guillermo 
Náñez-Falcón, Erwin 
Paul Dieseldorff, 
 Ger man Entrepreneur 
in the Alta Verapaz of 
Guatemala, 1889-
1937 (New Orleans, 
1970).
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that best explained a great deal of these Ger mans’ successes 
in Guatemala, as peo ple like the Dieseldorffs and the Sappers 
con tin ued to live and work in places where oth ers held the 
monop oly on polit i cal power and vio lence while they simul
ta neously tied them selves into local cul tural and lin guis tic 
net works and worked within trans na tional and trans cul tural 
Germanophone net works of travel, transportation, and trade. 
After all , Hansa trad ing fam i lies had been doing that for cen
tu ries.

In fact, I was rather pleased with myself when I made this 
argu ment in a 2017 essay for Geschichte & Gesellschaft about 
migrants and knowl edge pro duc tion.11 It was not until a few 
years later, how ever, that it dawned on me that there was a 
prob lem in my think ing: David Sapper’s fam ily was not from 
Bremen or Hamburg or one of the north ern trade cit ies. They 
were from Stuttgart. In fact, a good num ber of peo ple who 
worked on their plan ta tions were from this region as well, 
which is why one could still encoun ter the mixedrace chil
dren of those peo ple speak ing the Swabian dia lect on those 
plan ta tions right through the sec ond world war and into the 
post war period.12

Moreover, there also was no short age of peo ple from the region 
liv ing in Latin America. Franz Joseph Lentz, who had worked 
as a teacher at the Ger man school in Guatemala City before 
pub lish ing his mas sive Aus dem Hochland der Maya (1930), 
made this abun dantly clear in a 1965 let ter to the Hamburg 
eth nol o gist Franz Termer. During his decades of work ing as a 
teacher near the Bodensee, he explained, he had con tin ued to 
give slideshows and pub lic talks about Guatemala across the 
region. They “aroused a great deal of inter est here in Schwa
ben,” he noted, “because almost every fam ily here has rel a
tives in Latin America.”13

Is that not strik ing? Mayan work ers speak ing Swabian in the 
hills of Guatemala? Families across Schwaben with rel a tives 
in Latin America? It is not as if I was not aware of the global 

12 See, for exam ple, 
the detailed let ter 
from David Sapper 
in Guatemala to Karl 
Sapper in Germany, 
Feb ru ary 13, 1936, in 
Karl Sapper Nachlass, 
MARKK Museum 
Hamburg, Karton 4: 
Signatur 2.2.

11 Penny, “From 
Migrant Knowledge to 
Fugitive Knowledge? 
Ger man Migrants and 
Knowledge Production 
in Guatemala, 1880s-
1945,” Geschichte & 
Gesellschaft 43 (2017): 
381-412.

13 Lentz to Franz 
Termer, Novem ber 18, 
1965, Franz Termer 
Nachlass Folder 22.2, 
MARKK Museum 
Hamburg.



50 Bulletin of the German Historical Institute | 71 | Spring 2023

trade net works that cut across south ern Germany or the great 
amount of outmigra tion from Baden and Württemberg to 
places as diverse as the Caucasus, Minnesota, Argentina, 
Venezuela, or Chile. In fact, one of the inter est ing things I 
dis cov ered while work ing through the files of the Deutsches 
Auslands Institut (DAI) in the Bundesarchiv in Berlin is that 
while the DAI com piled lists of lead ing Ger mans, their busi
nesses, and oppor tu ni ties for Ger man migrants all  over the 
world, and par tic u larly in Latin America dur ing the inter war 
period, they also had a sec ond list for Schwaben. Really: the 
DAI was not only one of the most impor tant orga ni za tions 
for emi grants in Weimar Germany, and one of many meant 
to pro mote the safe migra tion of Ger mans abroad and their 
con tin ued con nec tions to their home land, it also actively 
pro moted global Schwaben net works and con nec tions to that 
home land as well.14 That should not sur prise us: after all , the 
DAI was in Stuttgart.

So, once I real ized my mis take, once I under stood that I had 
allowed the almost heg e monic tale of Hamburg’s dom i nance 
over Germanophone global trade in the mod ern era to color 
my anal y sis of Ger mans in Guatemala, as well as other parts 
of Latin America, I started to pay even more atten tion to the 
eclec tic mixes of Ger mans in Latin Amer i can loca tions and 
think about what allowed them to suc ceed in such a wide 
vari ety of places. I also started to won der more con cretely 
about the inte gra tive char ac ter of these Ger man com mu ni ties 
abroad—both the ways in which they often brought together 
wide vari e ties of Ger manspeak ers into socalled Ger man 
com mu ni ties, asso ci a tions, businesses, churches, schools, 
and other orga ni za tions, that included Ger mans from all  over 
cen tral Europe as well as Russia and North America, and how 
and why they often did so well eco nom i cally and pro fes sion
ally within their var i ous host com mu ni ties.

Here again I won dered about flu id ity, mobil ity, trans cul tural 
and mul ti lin gual com mu ni ties, and after a while, I real ized 
that all  those things would have been famil iar to peo ple from 

14 Penny, In Hum-
boldt’s Shadow,110.
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the South ern Ger man bor der lands dur ing the nineteenth and 
twen ti eth cen tu ries — per haps even more so than among 
Ger mans from the north, in places like Prussia. That was true 
even if the south ern bor der lands and those char ac ter is tics 
get very lit tle atten tion in the broader nar ra tives of Ger man 
 his tory.

As my time researching and teach ing in Tübingen over the last 
few years has taught me, peo ple from Württemberg have long 
been steeped in a great deal of poly cen trism, cul tural diver sity, 
and mul ti plic i ties of dia lects and land scapes. Moreover, the 
peo ple from this region, like much of what I keep call ing the 
South ern Ger man bor der lands, for lack of a bet ter term, have 
been quite famil iar with labor migra tions and other forms of 
mobil ity for a very long time — cen tu ries really. In that sense, 
what I was ana lyz ing in Latin America would have been famil
iar to peo ple from the region run ning roughly from Salzburg 
through Innsbruck and Bregenz to Freiburg and Basel. It was 
only, like so many other things by the end of the nineteenth 
cen tury, a ques tion of upscaling — greater dis tances, larger 
num bers of peo ple, and more mixing. But in that sense, it 
was not unlike the shift by Southern Ger man trad ing houses 
around Augsburg from Med i ter ra nean to global trade in the 
pre ced ing cen tury — which also was pretty seam less.15

In a lot of ways, I credit Covid19 for help ing me fig ure this 
out. In 2020, I received a Guggenheim fel low ship to com plete 
a pro ject I had been call ing: “Being Ger man in Guatemala.” 
That was going to require about another six months of archi
val research in Guatemala City, which I expected to com plete 
that year. Unfortunately, I still have not been  able to return. 
In addi tion, my effort to shift my focus to com plet ing work I 
had begun in Chile in 2019 was sty mied by the same prob lem, 
because although Chile man aged to do very well dur ing the 
first wave of Covid19, many of the mem bers of the Chilean 
mid dle clas ses had the regret ta ble idea to travel to Brazil for 
vaca tion in the sum mer of 2020, shut ting down that coun try 
to me soon after wards.

15 Christine R. 
Johnson, The  Ger man 
Discovery of the 
World:  Renaissance 
 Encounters with 
the Strange and 
the  Marvelous 
( Charlottesville, 2008).
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As luck would have it, how ever, I was  able to turn my lem
ons into lem on ade (so to speak) by trav el ing to south ern 
 Germany instead. Initially, my thought was that if I wanted to 
bet ter under stand Ger man speak ers in places like Argentina 
and Chile, where such eclec tic mixes of Ger mans and Swiss 
founded col o nies and com mu ni ties that thrived, I might do 
well to learn more about the com mu ni ties that pro duced 
them in Europe.

That proved to be true. At the same time, how ever, I learned 
a great deal about the region that made me want to study it 
more closely for its own sake, which is what I am doing now: 
think ing about the global impli ca tions of its Landesges
chichte and allowing that to help me rethink our nar ra tives 
of Ger man his tory and Ger mans in Latin America and other 
parts of the world.

To begin with, I started to won der why the south ern Ger man 
bor der had received so lit tle atten tion in the more gen eral 
nar ra tives of Ger man his tory. After all , his to ri ans have filled 
rooms with books about the Eastern Ger man bor der: where 
it was, where it should have been, how it moved, how its 
role in peo ple’s lives shifted and changed across our clearly 
periodized polit i cal his to ries. The Eastern bor der seems, at 
least from the view of states and the his to ri ans who study and 
pro mote them, to be a peren nial prob lem, one demand ing   
solu tions, which led to a great deal of vio lence. I cer tainly 
would not want to dis pute its impor tance.

I won der, how ever, if the east ern bor der is any more impor
tant than the south ern Ger man bor der, which, if we are see ing 
like a state, does not appear to be much of a prob lem at all . 
It is true, of course, that Bavar ian armies invaded the Tyrol 
dur ing the French Revolutionary wars — there is a huge pan
o rama exhibit in Innsbruck ded i cated to that out rage; Vorarl
berg’s cit i zens also tried to leave Austria and become a part 
of Switzerland after World War I; and dur ing the National 
Socialist period, Nazi offi cials redrew their admin is tra tive 
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bound aries across that bor der.16 But it always seemed, more 
or less, to snap back into place with lit tle blood shed or much 
con ster na tion on the part of the states involved.

So are we miss ing some crit i cal les sons by ignor ing that pro
cess or the fact that it was actu ally a rel a tively peace ful one as 
well? Are peace ful his tor i cal pro cesses not instruc tive? I think 
they should be. And what about the peo ple who lived in this 
bor der land region? What can they teach us? In what ways, 
for exam ple, did their men tal maps com pare to the polit i cal 
maps we use in our text books?17 I am afraid that Ger man his
tory, par tic u larly as it is nar rated in Englishlan guage texts, 
has very lit tle to say about this, and the polit i cal maps we use 
are often exer cises in all  kinds of reifi ca tion. In addi tion, in 
many of our his tory books the lack of vio lence seems almost 
syn on y mous with a lack of impor tance. But again, I would like 
to sug gest that the oppo site is true. In some ways, I believe 
this neglected region can tell us more about the con tours of a 
glob al ized Ger man his tory than those regions that were ani
mated for so long by a series of tit il lat ing and often vio lent 
rup tures.

To see that impor tance, I am afraid we must see less like a 
state and per haps more like a region. The Bodensee, for exam
ple, is the kind of region I have in mind, not a regional state. 
Yet it is clearly a place of belong ing, one bor dered by polit i cal 
 bound aries that played lim ited roles in many peo ple’s men tal 
maps, while the Bodensee itself has long been a point of ori
en ta tion, a cen ter, or per haps a set of many cen ters, for peo ple 
liv ing all  around it and often times rather far from its shores.18 

16 https:  /  /www  .tyrol  . 
com  /things  -to  -do  / 
attractions  /all  - 
attractions  /a  -tirol  - 
panorama; Ulrich  
Nachbaur, 
 Vorarlberger 
 Territorialfragen, 
1945-1948. Ein Beitrag 
zur  Geschichte der 
Landesgrenzen seit 
1805 (Konstanz, 2007).

17 Barak Kalir, 
“ Moving Subjects, 
Stagnant Paradigms: 
Can the ‘Mobilities 
Paradigm’  Transcend 
Methodologi-
cal Nationalism?” 
 Journal of Ethnic and 
 Migration Studies 39 
no. 2, (2013): 311-327.

18 Since 1869, the 
Bodensee also has 
had a schol arly 
 asso ci a tion devoted to 
it, which has con sis-
tently underscored 
its  trans na tional 
mem ber ship while 
pro duc ing a jour nal 
devoted to all  aspects 
of the region’s his tory: 
Schriften des Vereins 
für Geschichte des 
Bodensees und seiner 
Umgebung (Lindau, 
1869-2022). On 
regional net works, 
see: Roland Scherer, 
“Eine Grenzregion als 
Wachstumsregion:  
was man von den  
Governance- 
Strukturen der 
Bodenseeregion 
lernen kann,” in 
 Martin  Heintel, Robert 
Musil, and Norbert 
Weixlbaumer, eds., 
Grenzen.  Theoretische, 
konzeptionelle und 
praxisbezogene 

 Fragestellungen zu 
Grenzen und deren 
Überschreitungen  
(Wiesbaden, 
2017), 237-53. For 
belong ing, see: 
 Bernhard Tschofen, 
 GrenzRaumSee. Eine 
 Ethnographische 

Reise durch die 
 Bodenseeregion 
(Tübingen, 2008), and 
Tschofen, “Der See: 
Deutungsgeschichten 
eines grenzüber-
schreitenden 
 Gedächtnisortes,“ in 
Reinhold Weber, Peter 

Steinbach, and  
Hans-Georg Wehling, 
eds. Baden- 
württembergische 
Erinnerungsorte 
(Stuttgart, 2012), 
312-23.

https://www.tyrol.com/things-to-do/attractions/all-attractions/a-tirol-panorama
https://www.tyrol.com/things-to-do/attractions/all-attractions/a-tirol-panorama
https://www.tyrol.com/things-to-do/attractions/all-attractions/a-tirol-panorama
https://www.tyrol.com/things-to-do/attractions/all-attractions/a-tirol-panorama
https://www.tyrol.com/things-to-do/attractions/all-attractions/a-tirol-panorama
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Or the Alps, which cut across many polit i cal bor ders as well, 
but are filled with peo ple, moun tain peo ple, who share many 
affin i ties; some of these peo ple are not just SwissGer man, 
but also Bergler, an idea that crosses many polit i cal bor ders, 
lin guis tic bor ders, and moun tain ranges, but which does 
not include those who live in the val leys inbetween.19 The 
Alps are also filled with moun tain resorts, ski areas and spas, 
places that a num ber of schol ars have shown were decid edly 
cos mo pol i tan even if their loca tions were incred i bly pro vin
cial, even pur pose fully so.20 That means that the pro vin cial, 
some even said prim i tive, regions of the Alps were long ani
mated by net works of cos mo pol i tan, trans na tional, quin tes
sen tially mod ern inter con nec tions while many nearby cit ies 
were not. Which tells us what?

Figure 4. Map of the 
Bodensee region, c. 
1899. © Deutsches 
Uhrenmuseum.

19 Corinna Penis-
ton-Bird, Thomas 
Rohkrämer, and 
Felix Robin Schulz, 
“Glorified, Contested 
and Mobilized: The 
Alps in the ‘Deutscher 
und Österreichischer 
Alpenverein’ from 
the 1860s to 1933,” 
Austrian Studies, 18 
(2010): 141-158; most 
impor tantly: Bernhard 
Tschofen, Berg, Kultur, 
Moderne: Volkskundli-
ches aus den Alpen 
(Wien, 1999).

20 Alison Frank 
Johnson, “The Air Cure 
Town:  Commodifying 
Mountain Air in Alpine 
Central Europe,” 
 Central  Euro pean 

 History 44, no. 2 
(2012): 185-207; 
Adam T. Rosenbaum, 
Bavar ian Tourism 
and the Modern 

World, 1800-1950 
(Cambridge, 2016); 
and Ilaria Scaglia, 
The Emotions of 
 Internationalism: 

Feeling International 
Cooperation in the 
Alps in the Interwar 
Period (Oxford, 2020).
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I think it is also worth not ing that the wild ani mals who move 
through these moun tains do not seem to notice the polit i cal 
bor ders — it is one of the con tro ver sies at the cen ter of the 
reintroduction of wolves into the region — there has been 
some fan tas tic schol arly work recently.21 Moreover, many 
of the peo ple who tended domes ti cated herds and flocks 
nearby moved reg u larly across those bor ders for gen er a tions 
and over cen tu ries in instruc tive ways. That is just how life 
worked; that is what was nec es sary to reg u late the lives of 
cows and the pro duc tion of hay — and none of the big, geo
po lit i cal shifts that punc tu ate our typ i cal national nar ra tives 
of cen tral Europe man aged to upset much of that.22 So what 
does that tell us about our reli ance on those nar ra tives as we 
both struc ture our ana ly ses at home and abroad and live our 
lives in mod ern Europe?

Of course, we could choose to be split ters rather than lump ers 
and still make the same point. After all , why is Vorarlberg, and 
Bregenz in par tic u lar, so afflu ent today? In many ways, it has 
a great deal to do with a his tory of labor mobil ity, which not 
only included many ped dlers and the now famous Schwaben-
kinder, who streamed north across the bor der dur ing the last 
decades of the nineteenth cen tury to seek employ ment dur ing 
times of need, but also the highlyskilled weav ers who were 

Figure 5. Map of the 
Alps, Encyclopedia 
Britannica, 1911.

21 See Michaela 
Fenske and Bernhard 
Tschofen, Managing 
the Return of the Wild: 
Human Encounters 
with Wolves in Europe 
(New York, 2020).

22 Nicole 
 Stradelmann,  Martina 
Sochin D’Elia, Peter 
Melichar, eds., 
Hüben & Drüben: 
 Grenzüberschreitende 
Wirtschaft im mittleren 
Alpenraum (Innsbruck, 
2020).
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 able to travel all  over Europe and the Americas by the end of 
that cen tury work ing for the highest bid ders.23 They could do 
that because of their skills, devel oped largely in tex tile indus
tries founded by Swiss indus tri al ists who saw advan tages in 
set ting up busi ness just down the shore, so to speak. Because 
down the shore was also across the bor der, which gave them 
untaxed access to the AustrianHun gar ian Empire as well 
as its cheap labor, and those inter con nec tions persisted for 

Figure 6. Portrait of 
Lucie Varga, 1930. 
Photo: Peter Schöttler.

23 Michael Kasper 
and Christof Thöny, 
“ Schwabenkinder 
und andere 
 Formen der alpinen 
 Arbeitsmigration 
– eine Spurensuche 
zwischen gestern und 
heute” Zeitschrift für 
Agrargeschichte und 
Agrarsoziologie 68 
no. 2 (2020): 81-96; 
Stefan Zimmermann 
and Christine  Brugger, 
Die  Schwabenkinder: 
Arbeit in der 
 Fremde vom 17. 

bis 20.  Jahhundert 
(Ulm, 2012); and 
Loretta Seglias, Die 

Schwabengänger aus 
Graubünden: Saisonale 
Kinderemigration nach 

Oberschwaben (Chur, 
2004).
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more than a cen tury — before, dur ing, and after the fall of that 
empire.24 I could con tinue down the list of things that crossed 
the bor ders and tied more places and peo ple together, like the 
ubiq ui tous tour ism that grew with moun tain eer ing as a lei
sure activ ity and tied the region to a great many major cit ies, 
includ ing most major cit ies in north ern Germany.25 The ski 
indus try, as Andrew Denning taught us, only expanded that 
dur ing the post war era.26

We could also talk about the Annales his to rian Lucie Varga’s 
fan tas tic 1936 eth nog ra phy of a val ley in Vorarlberg, which 
dem on strated that while Vienna remained the cap i tal of 
Austria at that time, its aus pi cious place on polit i cal maps did 
not have its coun ter part in her sub jects’ men tal maps. Vienna 
was no cen ter for them, and when they thought of cit ies it was 
first Bregenz, Innsbruck, Munich, or Zurich, where many of 
her sub jects had been, long before it would have been inter
war “Red Vienna,” which few both ered to think about much 
less to visit.27

There was, in fact, a great deal of trans na tional life hap pen
ing in this region and a great many trans cul tural places there 
as well. To see those, how ever, it helps to look on these bor
ders through the eyes of eth nol o gists rather than his to ri ans of 
Germany. Volkskundler, in par tic u lar, have been cast ing their 
focus on the bor der regions for gen er a tions, pay ing a great 
deal of atten tion to a mul ti tude of bor ders, not just national 
ones, and to a whole range of lan guages many of us would call 
dia lects. So too have the peo ple engaged in what is some times 
dismissed as Landeskunde, who have long been aware of the 
diver sity in their regions.

I think it is part of the cun ning tel e ol ogy of the nationstate 
that causes those of us who claim to be his to ri ans of  Germany 
to fre quently dis miss Landeskunde in the first place —  
as some thing with only local impor tance, per haps use ful to 
cite but sel dom to engage. As for the Volkskundler, recast as 
Euro pean eth nol ogy or empirische Kulturwissenschaft, many 

27 Lucie Varga, 
“Ein Tal in Vorarl-
berg—zwischen Vorg-
estern und Heute,” in 
Peter Schöttler, ed., 
Lucie Varga Zeiten-
wende: mentalität-
shistorische Studien, 
1936-1939 (Frankfurt 
a.M., 1991), 146-69.

24 Meinrad Pichler, 
Auswanderer: Von 
Vorarlberg in die USA 
1800-1938 (Bregenz, 
1993).

25 Kurt Luger and 
Franz Rest, eds., 
Der Alpentourismus: 
Entwicklungspoten-
ziale im Spannungsfeld 
von Kultur,  Ökonomie 
und Ökologie 
( Innsbruck, 2002).

26 Andrew Denning, 
Skiing into  Modernity: 
A Cultural and 
 Environmental History 
(Berkeley, 2015).
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his to ri ans inter ested in Alltagsgeschichte began work ing with 
them in the 1990s — par tic u larly in urban set tings, some times 
within the con text of Werkstattgeschichte — but dia lects, vil
lages, and rural  com mu ni ties — not so much.

For my own work, how ever, get ting over such dis ci plin ary 
divi sions is part of the prac tice of rethink ing Ger man his tory, 
and I find the schol ar ship pro duced by peo ple devoted to 
EKW par tic u larly com pel ling. To some degree, that is clearly 
because the field for merly known as Volkskunde was forced 
gen er a tions ago to come to terms with the nationstate’s 
influ ence on it — as schol ars such as Hermann Bausinger 
focused on the lives of peo ple rather than the lives and fates of 
states. Or as he once wrote, while riffing on Berthold Brecht —  
focus ing on Bevölkerung rather than Volk or Völker. It is an 
impor tant dis tinc tion that, par tic u larly when com bined with 
his ongo ing response to the puta tively rooted char ac ter of 
Heimat his to ries, that peo ple have legs, not roots.28 Those 
are two pow er ful insights that remind us of the impor tance 
mobil ity has long played in the region.

As a result, already in the 1950s and 1960s much of Bausing
er’s work around Tübingen focused on ques tions of migra
tion, trans fer ence, and large and small net works crisscrossing 
the region. He was in fact writ ing about the influx of for eign
ers, Vertriebene, long before it was fash ion able; he was teach
ing us about the great vari ety of dia lects in the region, some 
imported by those new arriv als; and he was tying all  of that 
into notions of belong ing a half cen tury before I took part in 
a con fer ence devoted to just that topic in Tübingen in 2021.29

It is stun ning, in fact, to read his 1971 Volkskunde: von der 
Altertumsforschung zur Kulturanalyse, which under scores 
two incred i bly impor tant forms of post war mobil ity that mat
tered a great deal: flows of ref u gees across the new Bundesre
publik and tour ism beyond local i ties and across all  bor ders. 
Both of those helped to usher in fun da men tally new forms 
of spa tial ori en ta tion, which gave many tra di tional cul tural 

29 Hermann 
Bausinger, Markus 
Braun, and  Herbert 
Schwedt, Neue  
Siedlungen:  
Volkskundlich- 
soziologische 
 Untersuchungen des 
Ludwig-Uhland- 
Instituts Tübingen 
(Stuttgart, 1959); 
Bausinger, Dialekte, 
Sprachbarrieren, 
Sondersprachen 
(Frankfurt, 1972).

28 Hermann 
Bausinger, 
 Volkskunde: von der 
 Altertumsforschung 
zur  Kulturanalyse 
(Habel, 1971); 
Muhterem Aras and 
Hermann Bausinger, 
Heimat. Kann die weg? 
(Tübingen, 2019).
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mark ers new mean ings and func tions—which he traced and 
ana lyzed.30

One of the most impor tant things he wrote about is the con
structed char ac ter of cul ture, par tic u larly his tor i cal tra di
tions, and their trans fer ence through these new forms of 
mobil ity. It is amaz ing to real ize that he wrote about that more 
than a decade before Eric Hobsbawm and Terrance Ranger 
transformed cul tural his tory pretty much glob ally while intro
duc ing their argu ments about the “inven tion of tra di tions.”31 
Clearly, they were not aware of the fact that Bausinger and his 
col leagues in Tübingen already had been think ing and writ
ing about just that for decades. But I do not feel com fort able 
crit i ciz ing them, because until quite recently, nei ther was I.

I am not inter ested in hagi og ra phy, and I am not looking to 
con vince any one to join me as the new Bausinger dis ci ples. 
That is not the point. I think it is also impor tant to under stand 
that Bausinger, too, was chan nel ing things that predated him. 
He seemed to under stand that. For close to a cen tury, in fact, 
and even after the hypernation al i za tion of the field by the 
end of the nineteenth cen tury, Volkskundler, he wrote in 1971, 
had been explor ing overlapping notions of belong ing, think
ing about the many bor ders that per sist in our heads: where, 
for exam ple, is Oberösterreich? And how many peo ple in 
BadenWürttemberg know when they enter for mer Hohen zol
lern lands today? Some peo ple do, and for them it mat ters —  
for oth ers it does not.32 We all  move through our own worlds 
and men tal maps often unaware of the phan tom land scapes 
ani mat ing the lives of oth ers around us. There is some great 
work on this by Kathleen Conzen, who wrote a lot on Ger
man com mu ni ties in the Amer i can Midwest.33 Its appli ca tion, 
how ever, is not lim ited to that loca tion.

Let me return, for a moment, to those older prac ti tion ers, who 
included peo ple such as Wilhelm Heinrich Riehl, who sought 
unity in diver sity, and who also were pur su ing ques tions 
about performing iden tity, a topic that was long a great inter

30 Hermann 
Bausinger, Wolfgang 
Kaschuba,  Gud run 
M. König, Dieter 
 Langewiesche, and 
Bernhard Tschofen, 
Ein Aufklärer 
des Alltags. Der 
 Kulturwissenschaftler 
Hermann Bausinger 
im Gespräch mit 
Wolfgang Kaschuba, 
Gud run M. König, 
Dieter Langewiesche 
und Bernhard Tschofen 
(Vienna, 2006), 22-29.

31 Eric J. Hobsbawm 
and Terrance O. 
Ranger, eds., The 
Invention of Tradition 
(Cambridge, 1983).

32 This con tin ued 
dur ing his career; 
see, for exam ple, 
“Grenze a. D.: Zum 
 Nachleben von Baden 
und  Württemberg,” in 
Weber et. al., Baden- 
württembergische 
Erinnerungsorte, 
52-63.

33 Kathleen Conzen, 
"Phantom  Landscapes 
of Colonization: 
 Ger mans in the 
 Making of a Pluralist 
America," in Frank 
Trommler and Elliott 
Shore, eds., The 
Ger man-Amer i can 
Encounter: Conflict 
and Cooperation 
between Two Cultures, 
1800–2000 (New York, 
2001), 7–21.
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est of mine. Moreover, as Bausinger later real ized, they did 
that pre cisely at the moment when rad i cal mod ern i za tion had 
gripped these land scapes dur ing the mid dle of the nineteenth 
cen tury, caus ing a dra matic uptick in the scale of mobil ity and 
indus try. So, while his to ri ans dur ing that era ignored every
day life, Volkskundler began study ing it, collecting mate rial 
cul ture from peo ple’s homes and home towns, and explor ing 
the fluidities of the South ern Ger man bor der lands.34

The impor tant point is not to cel e brate them, but to rec og
nize that those records are extant. Of course, such records 
are never unbi ased, unfil tered, or com plete; but then nei ther 
are the ethnologies of nonEuro pean cul tures that a vari ety 
of schol ars, includ ing many work ing with indig e nous inter
loc u tors, many of whom are schol ars as well, are suc cess fully 
 harnessing to recon sti tute his to ries and revi tal ize lan guages 
and cul tures in a great vari ety of nonEuro pean loca tions 
today.35

I would like to sug gest that we can use the records of Euro
pean eth nol o gists who moved through out the South ern Ger
man bor der lands in equally suc cess ful ways, and we can place 
them into pro duc tive com par a tive ana ly ses. After all , in many 
cases they used the same col lec tors. I would be remiss if I did 
not point out that after Adrian Jacobsen trav eled to the coast 
of Brit ish Colum bia in the 1880s to col lect what remains one 
of the most com plete assem blies of mate rial cul ture from that 
part of the world for Adolf Bastian’s Museum für Völkerkunde 
in Berlin, Rudolf Virchow hired him to travel to Bavaria and 
the Tyrol to gen er ate one of his ear li est Volkskunde col lec tions 
— which he did for pre cisely the same rea sons: to cap ture the 
ves tiges/records of cul tures on the cusp of rad i cal tran si tion, 
using exactly the same meth ods and encoun ter ing, in many 
cases, some of the very same chal lenges he had faced in Brit
ish Colum bia and Alaska.36

Those records, and the work com piled by later eth nol o gists, 
some times called Volkskundler, can, for exam ple, teach us a 

36 “Ausstellung in 
Chicago 1888-1893,” 
in Jacobsen Nachlass, 
MARKK, Hamburg. For 
a Pacific  Northwest 
Coast per spec tive on 
Jacobsen’s collecting 
in Alaska and Canada 
see: Ann Feinup- 
Riordan, Yup’ik Elders 
at the  Ethnologisches 
Museum Berlin, 
Fieldwork turned on its 
Head ( Seattle, 2005), 
espe cially  
xii-xiii, 33-35.

34 Bausinger, 
 Volkskunde, 53; 
Aras and Bausinger, 
 Heimat, 94.

35 See, for 
 exam ple, Philipp 
Schorch,  Refocusing 
 Ethnographic  Museums 
through Oceanic 
Lenses (Honolulu, 
2020). More gen er ally: 
https:  /  /www  .indigen 
 .eu  /about.

https://www.indigen.eu/about
https://www.indigen.eu/about
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great many things. Just read ing Bausinger’s accounts of sing
ing cul tures in Alpine vil lages, for instance, reminded me a 
lot of the compartmentalized char ac ter of Hopi reli gion. Not 
every one on the three Hopi mesas knows it all . But until this 
moment, nei ther I nor any one else had thought much about 
com par ing those two loca tions. Maybe we should; if not with 
the Hopi, than other nonEuro pe ans.37

It is pretty stun ning to read Bausinger’s work from the 1970s, 
which under scores the reifi ca tions inher ent in map ping, the 
fun da men tal prob lems with any sys tem of typol o gies, and 
expla na tions that Volkskundler efforts to sort things like vari
e ties of Ger man houses only led to the disheartening con clu
sion that those types of houses were never only cre ated and 
used by Ger manspeak ers, nor were they gen er ally exclu sive 
to one, clearly inscribed region. Even terms like Schwaben, 
he warned us, elide dif fer ences, and they obscure things like 
class, whereas the reanimation of folk art he witnessed and 
wrote about in subalpine regions dur ing the post war era is 
stun ning for sev eral rea sons.38

Here again, his obser va tions res o nate in instruc tive ways with 
those of eth nol o gists focused on sim i lar prob lems in other 
parts of the world. Alpine arti sans work ing in the age of high 
tour ism, he real ized, increas ingly pro duced objects, like fur
ni ture, for urban tastes rather than due to any devo tion to 
tra di tion or an undy ing arti sanal cul ture.39 That response to 
mar ket mech a nisms was com mon place on the Hopi mesas 
as well.40 That is well documented, and in fact, that dia
logic is some thing that Sally Price wrote about in her block
buster 1989 Primitive Art in Civilized Places — but again, only 
decades after Bausinger’s stud ies had ana lyzed sim i lar pro
cesses in Europe.41

Even the ties Bausinger wrote about between the post
war Heimat renais sance of the 1980s and the his to
ries of  Ger manspeak ing ref u gees and “guest work ers” in 
BadenWürttemberg speaks vol umes about the global cul tural 

37 https:  /  /www 
 .hopifoundation  .org  /
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38 Bausinger, 
 Volkskunde, 113-21; 
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39 Bausinger, 
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mobilities through and from this region and the many modes 
of performing Germanness that schol ars are only now dis cov
er ing as they com pare the cur rent semi ot ics of beer, fes ti vals, 
and folk cos tume in places like Brazil and Bayern, or pon
der the lon ger his to ries of inmigra tion and inte gra tion into 
 Ger manspeak ing Europe, while argu ing about the impli ca
tions of the socalled wel com ing cul ture of the Federal Repub
lic today.42

So again, it seems to me that a return to read ing the writ ings 
of those schol ars who, before and after Lucie Varga’s stun ning 
work on Vorarlberg, were and have been dig ging into every day 
life in the South ern Ger man bor der lands, means the chance 
to engage in a com plex Alltagsgeschichte that most his to ri ans 
of Germany have long overlooked. And again, it is often the 
quiet instances in this his tory that are the most com pel ling: 
be they the rather peace ful his tory of the region in the mod ern 
era; the sel dom told suc cess stories of wellinte grated “guest 
work ers” before and dur ing that period, but espe cially in the 
sec ond half of the twen ti eth cen tury; the equally overlooked 
fact that post war Germany was incred i bly diverse and  able to 
inte grate a large per cent age of out sid ers, or the fact that the 
poly cen trism I like to place at the cen ter of Ger man his tory 
always has had its coun ter part in such a strik ing num ber of 
dis tinct cul tures, dia lects, and land scapes in even small areas 
of the Southern Ger man bor der lands.43 If you do not believe 
me, take the trip between Isny im Allgäu and the inte rior of 
the Schwarzwald which Bausinger sketched out in great detail 
some decades ago, and which I did on a bike. If you do, get 
ready for a treat: you will encoun ter incred i bly var ied and 
poly cen tric regions and spaces all  along the way.44

Moreover, it is not just Bausinger, and none of this is lim ited 
to Tübingen or BadenWürttemberg. I’ve been stunned by 
some of the work by Konrad Kuhn, who teaches Volkskunde in 
Innsbruck, on the ori gins of Swiss masks, or Walter Lehmgru
ber from Basel on dia lects and code switching in Switzerland 
and the many his to ries of mobil ity and migra tion that were 

43 Reinhard Johler, 
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overlooked by schol ars and pol i ti cians for far too long — all  
the Swiss liv ing out side of Switzerland, and all  the nonSwiss 
liv ing inside it, cre at ing it, build ing and maintaining it.45 Here 
too, the lon ger his tory of those suc cess ful labor migra tions 
(white as well as blue col lar) and mul ti ple modes of belong
ing are often lost in polit i cal debates; but many schol ars today 
on all  sides of the national bor ders are now draw ing them out, 
and to my mind, that mobil ity needs to be given more atten
tion in our more gen eral nar ra tives of Ger man his to ries in 
Europe and abroad.46

I will end by underscoring that one of the most com pel ling 
argu ments com ing out of Switzerland, for exam ple, has been 
about colo nial ism with out col o nies — which is also sim ply 
about Swiss peo ple and things in the world.47 These argu
ments have been ani mat ing the Swiss acad emy for over a 
decade, but they also have a lot to teach us about how to think 
of colo nial con nec tions in the Ger manspeak ing world north 
of Switzerland. Official colo nial ism, and par tic u larly vio lence, 
gets all  the schol arly and polit i cal atten tion. The Swiss story 
reminds us, how ever, that one need not have par tic i pated in 
offi cial colo nial ism or even vis ited a col ony to have moved in 
and been part of the impe rial world.

In that sense, our obses sion with offi cial col o nies often rei
fies the many ways in which peo ple from Ger manspeak ing 
Europe engaged with the nonEuro pean world, either dur ing 
or after that era. It makes us over look many of the ways in 

45 See, for exam ple,  
Konrad J. Kuhn, 
“Markt-Masken. 
Dinge zwischen 
 materieller Produktion 
und  ökonomischen 
 Marktbedingungen,“ 
in Karl Braun, Claus-
Marco Dietrich, and 
Angela Treiber, eds., 
Materialisierung von 
Kultur. Diskurse –  
Dinge – Praktiken 
(Würzburg, 2015), 
155-164; Kuhn, 
"Relics from the «Lost 
Valley» – Discourses 
on the Magic of 
Masks," in Tatiana 
Minniyakhmetova and 
Kamila  Velkoborskà, 
eds., Rituals in 
Magic and Magic in 
Rituals (Innsbruck, 
2015), 203-212; and 
Walter  Leimbruger, 
“ Assimilation, 
 Integration,  Kohäsion, 
Partizipation,” in 
 Reinhard Johler 
and Jan Lange, 
eds. Konfliktfeld 
 Fluchtmigration: 
 Historische und 
ethnographische 
 Perspektiven 
( Bielefeld, 2019),  
65-80; and 
 Leimgruber, “Aktuelle 
Entwicklungstenden-
zen des Profils der 
Auswanderinnen und 
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Schweiz,”  Politorbis 62 
no. 2 (2016): 33-40.

46 André Holenstein, 
Mitten in Europa: 
Verflechtung und 
Abgrenzung in der 
Schweizer Geschichte 
(Baden, 2014); 
Barbara Lüthi and 
Damir Skenderovic, 
eds., Switzerland 

47 See, inter alia 
Patricia Purtschert 
and Harald 
 Fischer-Tiné, eds., 
Colonial  Switzerland: 
 Rethinking Colonialism 

and Migration: 
 Historical and  Current 
 Perspectives on a 
Changing  Landscape 
(Cham, 2019). 
Peter Melichar, 
Andreas Rudiger, 
Gerhard Wanner, 
eds.,  Wanderungen. 
 Migration in 
 Vorarlberg, 

 Liechtenstein und 
in der Ostschweiz 
zwischen 1700 und 
2000 (Vienna, 2016).

from the Margins (New 
York, 2015); Andreas 
Zangger, Koloniale 
Schweiz: Ein Stück 
Globalgeschichte 
zwischen Europa und 
Südostasien (1860-
1930) (Bielefeld, 
2011).
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which Ger man speak ers came together and worked together 
while abroad. Some reflec tion on that can remind us of the 
fact that there were many more Ger mans in Argentina than all  
the offi cial Ger man col o nies com bined, and that places like 
Guatemala far out shined the eco nomic impor tance of Impe
rial Germany’s offi cial col o nies. It also reminds us that those 
peo ple from Ger manspeak ing Europe who went abroad fre
quently remained connected to it across the rad i cal rup tures 
of the twen ti eth cen tury. Perhaps even more impor tantly, as 
Franz Joseph Lentz, the school teacher from osten si bly pro
vin cial Sigmaringen explained in the 1960s to the Hamburg 
Museum direc tor Franz Termer, they also helped to con nect 
indi vid u als, fam i lies, and groups in incred i bly var ied and 
poly cen tric loca tions within the South ern Ger man bor der
lands to peo ple and places through out Latin America and, we 
can imag ine, many other parts of the world.
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