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This issue of the Bulletin begins with the Annual Lecture of 
the Ger man Historical Institute deliv ered last Novem ber by 
Michael Brenner (Amer i can University / Ludwig Maximilian 
University, Munich) on the sub ject “When Democracy Died in 
Darkness: Ger man Jew ish Responses to Hitler’s Rise in Early 
1933.” Brenner shows that Jew ish reac tions to Hitler’s rise to 
power were any thing but uni form by ana lyz ing the wide spec
trum of responses. Highly assim i lated Jews, Zion ists, and 
Orthodox Jews reacted quite dif er ently; and even within these 
broad categories responses var ied widely. Reacting against 
an all toocom mon depic tion of Ger man Jews as hav ing been 
blind to the dan ger fac ing them, Brenner reminds us that the 
place of Jews in Weimar Germany was more com plex and the 
his tor i cal sit u a tion in Jan u ary 1933 far more open than it might 
appear in hind sight. In his con clu sion, Brenner con nects the sit
u a tion fac ing Ger man Jews in the spring of 1933 with the pres
ent. “In many ways, it seems that the Jews felt just as at home, 
as safe, and as inte grated in Germany in the early decades of 
the twen ti eth cen tury as they feel in the United States a hun
dred years later.” And just as the fate of Jews in Germany was 
bound up with the fate of Ger man democ racy, he con cludes, so 
the fate of Jews and other vul ner a ble groups is very much tied 
to the vital ity of U.S. democ racy today.

The next fea ture arti cle takes read ers back to the pre
ced ing cae sura of mod ern Ger man his tory, the First World 
War. Based on the GHI’s 13th Gerald D. Feldman Memorial 
Lecture, Celia Applegate’s (Vanderbilt University) arti cle  
“Ger mans and Their Music in the Time of War, 19141918” 
argues that music pro vided com fort, dis trac tion, and “cul
tural reas sur ance” dur ing this ter ri ble con flict. This cul tural 
reas sur ance had a dark and a light side. While war time music 
could take the form of nation al is tic supe ri or ity and bom
bast, it could also pro vide cre a tive plea sure that served to 
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assuage anx i ety and dread. Applegate also shows that the 
war func tioned as a kind of “stress test” of the musi cal infra
struc ture and tra di tions that had slowly grown over sev eral 
cen tu ries, a test that Germany’s musi cal envi ron ment sur
vived. Its sur vival gave the sup port ers of the Weimar Repub
lic the oppor tu nity to try to attach the new democ racy to the 
AustroGer man musi cal tra di tion.

Originally deliv ered as a lec ture at the GHI’s Pacific Regional 
Office in Berkeley, H. Glenn Penny’s (UCLA) arti cle “Global
izing Landesgeschichte: Reflections on Narrating Ger mans’ 
Histories in the Modern Era” exam ines the con nec tions 
between Ger man regional and trans na tional his tory. In 
his work on Ger mans in Latin America Penny had begun to 
notice that many of the Ger man cof fee plant ers in Guate
mala, for instance, did not come from Hamburg or Bremen, 
which played prominent roles in the cof fee trade, but from 
south ern Germany. In this arti cle he shares his inves ti ga tion 
of what he calls the “South ern Ger man bor der lands,” that 
is, the region stretching from Salzburg through Innsbruck 
and Bregenz to Freiburg and Basel. Urging us to “see less 
like a state and per haps more like a region,” he exam ines the 
trans na tional and trans cul tural aspects of life in this region, 
argu ing that his to ri ans can learn a lot from the eth nol o gists 
(Volkskundler or prac ti tion ers of empirische Kulturwissen-
schaft) who have stud ied this region.

Our final fea ture arti cle, “Irrelevant Scapegoat: The Perils 
of Doing Euro pean History in PostTrump America,” pur
sues the injunc tion made at the end of Michael Brenner’s 
Annual Lecture to reflect on our pres ent his tor i cal moment. 
In this arti cle Dominique Kirchner Reill (University of Miami) 
makes a com pel ling case that leg is la tion passed by the 
Florida leg is la ture in 2022 — includ ing the socalled “Stop 
WOKE” Act (HB 7), the “Don’t Say Gay” Law (HB 1557), 
and the “Postsecondary Education” Act (SB 7044) — will 
pro foundly affect the teach ing not just of U.S. but also of 
Euro pean his tory from ele men tary school through col lege. 



vPreface

Reill shows that the rightwing polit i cal forces behind this 
leg is la tion, which is being emu lated by a num ber of other 
states, hope to use Euro pean his tory to cover the issues of 
author i tar i an ism, rac ism, and colo nial ism that they do not 
wish to dis cuss in the con text of Amer i can his tory. “America 
is excep tional once again, and Europe pro vi des the per fect 
coun ter point.” The impli ca tions for teach ers and schol ars of 
Euro pean his tory are pro found. If any one thought that the 
field of Euro pean his tory would be immune to the effects of 
the U.S. cul ture wars focused on race, gen der, and sex ual 
ori en ta tion, Reill’s arti cle is an impor tant wakeup call.

This issue reports on a series of con fer ences on the his tory 
of migra tion, the his tory of inequal ity, and Ger man his tory 
in global per spec tive. Please turn to our news sec tion for 
recent GHI news. For uptodate infor ma tion on upcom
ing events, pub li ca tions, fel low ships, and calls for papers, 
please con sult the GHI website at http:  /  /www  .ghi  dc  .org, 
check our Twit ter account at https:  /  /twitter  .com  /GHIWash
ington or sign up for our dig i tal news let ter on our website. 
We look for ward to wel com ing you at upcom ing events in 
both Washington and Berkeley.

Simone Lässig (Director) and  
Richard F. Wetzell (Editor)
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