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Regular read ers will notice that this Fall 2021/Spring 2022 
dou ble issue of the Bulletin fea tures a new cover design and 
lay out. We are delighted to launch the Ger man Historical Insti
tute’s new cor po rate design with this issue. We are also happy 
to share the good news that the GHI Washington and its Pacific 
Office in Berkeley received a pos i tive eval u a tion from an exter
nal review com mis sion and that, as a result, our par ent orga
ni za tion, the Max Weber Foundation, has granted per ma nent 
sta tus to the GHI’s Pacific Office, which first opened in 2017.

This issue opens with the GHI’s 2021 Annual Lecture, deliv
ered by the intel lec tual his to rian Jennifer RatnerRosen
hagen (University of WisconsinMadison) on “Asking the 
Impossible: The Hunger for the Unknowable in Twenti
ethCentury U.S. and Euro pean Thought.” In this lec ture 
RatnerRosenhagen exam ines how, begin ning at the turn 
of the twen ti eth cen tury, an increas ing num ber of Amer i can 
and Euro pean intel lec tu als who once felt com mit ted to mak
ing an inscru ta ble uni verse leg i ble found them selves drawn 
to pon der ing the unknow able. By explor ing their efforts to 
redeem the intel lec tual cred i bil ity of ask ing unan swer able 
ques tions – such as Do human beings have free will? Do 
human beings have a soul? What is the good life? – she also 
con sid ers whether such ques tions are ines cap able for liv ing 
the exam ined life.

The next two arti cles pres ent the research of the win ners 
of the 2020 and 2021 Fritz Stern Dissertation Prize, which 
is awarded annu ally by the Friends of the GHI for the best 
dis ser ta tion in Ger man his tory com pleted at a North Amer
i can uni ver sity. Due to the pan demic, the award of the 2020 
prize was post poned, so that the 2020 and 2021 prizes were 
awarded together in May 2021.
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Emma Thomas (University of New South Wales, Australia), 
recip i ent of the 2020 Stern Prize, was hon ored for her Uni
versity of Michigan dis ser ta tion on New Guinean women 
and colo nial inden ture in Ger man New Guinea, 18841914. 
Her arti cle “’Contact’ Embodied: Ger man Colonialism, New 
Guinean Women, and the Everyday Exploitation of a Labor 
Force” exam ines women’s sex ual and eco nomic exploi ta
tion in the Ger man col ony of New Guinea. Focusing on New 
Guinean women’s expe ri ences as recorded in colo nial court 
doc u ments and mis sion ary texts, Thomas dem on strates 
how the sex ual exploi ta tion they expe ri enced from male 
col o nists was linked to the Ger man colo nial sys tem of inden
tured labor.

Richard Calis (Trin ity College, Cambridge) was awarded 
the 2021 Stern Prize for his Princeton University dis ser
ta tion on Martin Crusius (15261607), a Tübingen Pro
fessor of Greek. His arti cle “CrossCultural Contact in 
SixteenthCentury Tübingen: Martin Crusius and his Greek 
Guests” uses the fig ure of Crusius to explore the nature 
and mean ing of crosscul tural con tact in the early mod ern 
period. By ana lyz ing how Crusius used these encoun ters 
to develop his knowl edge of Greek lan guage and cul ture 
Calis also shows how the glob al iza tion of Chris tian ity 
affected life in a small town.

Although this issue of the Bulletin is not a the matic issue, Thom
as’s and Calis’s theme of crosscul tural con tact is also prominent 
in the other arti cles fea tured in this issue. In May 2021 the film 
his to rian and cul tural stud ies scholar Cathy S. Gelbin (University 
of Manchester) deliv ered a lec ture on the golem tra di tion in the 
GHI’s lec ture series “’The spir its that I called’: Artificial Life from 
the Enlightenment to the Present.” Gelbin’s arti cle based on this 
lec ture, “The Golem: From Enlightenment Monster to Artificial 
Intelligence,” traces the ori gins and devel op ment of the golem 
story, which relates the cre a tion of an arti fi cial man through a 
rit ual of words. Gelbin shows how the golem story, which was 
orig i nally presented as a Jew ish rit ual for unlocking the secret 
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of divine cre a tion, turned into a Chris tian sig ni fier for neg a tive 
Jew ish ste reo types before being transformed into a met a phor 
for tech no log i cal prog ress.

Negative crosscul tural ste reo types also play a cen tral role 
in the next arti cle, which is based on the key note address 
at the June 2021 GHI con fer ence “Mobilities, Exclusion, and 
Migrants’ Agency in the Pacific Realm in a Transregional 
and Diachronic Perspective,” which was deliv ered by his to
rian Mae M. Ngai (Colum bia History), whose 2021 book The 
Chi nese Question: The Gold Rushes and Global Politics just 
won the pres ti gious Bancroft prize. Her arti cle “The Chi nese 
Question: The Gold Rushes and Global Politics, 18491910” 
exam ines how the west ern myth of the “coo lie” laborer arose 
as a rac ist ste reo type used to fuel antiChi nese sen ti ment 
and how the United States, Australia, and South Africa 
came to answer the “Chi nese Question” with laws exclud ing 
Chi nese peo ple from immi gra tion and cit i zen ship.

Migration and crossbor der move ment are also the sub
ject of the final two arti cles, which report on cur rent GHI 
research on the his tory of mobil ity and migra tion, which has 
joined the his tory of knowl edge and dig i tal his tory as one of 
Institute’s research foci. Andreas Greiner’s arti cle “Aviation 
History and Global History: Towards a Research Agenda for 
the Interwar Period” pres ents the con cep tual tem plate of 
the research pro ject that Greiner is pur su ing as a research 
fel low at the GHI. Applying a global his tory approach to 
the study of avi a tion infra struc ture, Greiner moves beyond 
national frame works to pro vide a transimpe rial anal y sis 
that pays equal atten tion to global con nec tions and dis con
nec tions, entan gle ments and dis en tan gle ments, in order to 
reveal the chal lenges that glob al iza tion faced in the inter
war period.

The final fea ture arti cle in this issue is an inter view with GHI 
direc tor Simone Lässig about the GHI’s new research focus 
“In Global Transit,” which has been devel oped through a 
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series of con fer ences on the longneglected global dimen
sion of the flight of Jews from Nazi Europe. Using the term 
“tran sit” to refer to phases in the lives of migrants in which 
they are on the move between dif fer ent cul tural, polit i
cal, and geo graph i cal spaces, this research focus has now 
resulted in the for ma tion of a Standing Working Group, 
whose research agenda is explained in the inter view.

Although the GHI’s con fer ence pro gram con tin ued to be cur
tailed due to the COVID19 pan demic, the Institute orga
nized a sub stan tial num ber of vir tual events over the past 
year. We are pleased that this issue’s “Conference Reports” 
sec tion can report on a num ber of these vir tual events, 
includ ing a panel series on “Migration and Racism in the 
United States and Germany,” a con fer ence on “Mobilities, 
Exclusion and Migrants’ Agency in the Pacific Realm,” the 
26th Transatlantic Doctoral Seminar in Ger man History, the 
5th Bucerius Young Scholars Forum, and the First Interna
tional Seminar in Historical Refugee Studies.

Please turn to our news sec tion for recent GHI news. For 
uptodate infor ma tion on upcom ing events, pub li ca tions, 
fel low ships, and calls for papers, please con sult the GHI 
website (http:  /  /www  .ghi  dc  .org), Facebook page, and twit
ter account. As this issue goes to press, we are plan ning to 
resume inper son events. We look for ward to wel com ing you 
again in both Washington and Berkeley.

Simone Lässig (Director) and  
Richard F. Wetzell (Editor)




