Preface
Regular readers will notice that this Fall 2021/Spring 2022
double issue of the Bulletin features a new cover design and
layout. We are delighted to launch the German Historical Insti
tute’s new corporate design with this issue. We are also happy
to share the good news that the GHI Washington and its Pacific
Office in Berkeley received a positive evaluation from an exter
nal review commission and that, as a result, our parent orga
nization, the Max Weber Foundation, has granted permanent
status to the GHI’s Pacific Office, which first opened in 2017.
This issue opens with the GHI’s 2021 Annual Lecture, deliv
ered by the intel
l ec
t ual his
to
r ian Jennifer Ratner-Rosen
hagen (University of Wisconsin-Madison) on “Asking the
Impossible: The Hunger for the Unknowable in Twenti
eth-Century U.S. and Euro
p ean Thought.” In this lec
t ure
Ratner-Rosenhagen exami nes how, beginn ing at the turn
of the twent ie th cent ury, an increasi ng numb er of Ameri can
and Europ ean intell ect ua ls who once felt comm itted to mak
ing an inscrutab le universe legib le found thems elves drawn
to pond eri ng the unknowa ble. By explori ng their efforts to
redeem the intell ect ual credi b ili ty of aski ng unanswera ble
questions – such as Do human beings have free will? Do
human beings have a soul? What is the good life? – she also
cons ide rs whether such quest ions are inescapa ble for livi ng
the exami ned life.
The next two articles present the research of the winners
of the 2020 and 2021 Fritz Stern Dissertation Prize, which
is awarded annually by the Friends of the GHI for the best
dissertation in German history completed at a North Amer
ican university. Due to the pandemic, the award of the 2020
prize was postponed, so that the 2020 and 2021 prizes were
awarded together in May 2021.
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Emma Thomas (University of New South Wales, Australia),
recipie nt of the 2020 Stern Prize, was hono red for her Uni
versity of Michigan dissertation on New Guinean women
and colon ial indent ure in Germ an New Guinea, 1884-1914.
Her artic le “’Contact’ Embodied: Germ an Colonialism, New
Guinean Women, and the Everyday Exploitation of a Labor
Force” exami nes women’s sexu al and econ omic exploita
tion in the Germ an colo ny of New Guinea. Focusing on New
Guinean women’s exper ie nces as recorded in colon ial court
docu m ents and miss iona ry texts, Thomas demo ns trates
how the sexu al exploitat ion they exper ie nced from male
colo n ists was linked to the Germ an colon ial system of inden
tured labor.
Richard Calis (Trinity College, Cambridge) was awarded
the 2021 Stern Prize for his Princeton University diss er
tat ion on Martin Crusius (1526-1607), a Tübingen Pro
fessor of Greek. His artic le “Cross-Cultural Contact in
Sixteenth-Century Tübingen: Martin Crusius and his Greek
Guests” uses the figu re of Crusius to explore the nature
and meani ng of cross-cult ural cont act in the early mode rn
period. By anal yzi ng how Crusius used these encount ers
to develop his knowle dge of Greek lang uage and cult ure
Calis also shows how the glob
a l
i za
t ion of Chris
t ian
i ty
affected life in a small town.
Although this issue of the Bulletin is not a thematic issue, Thom
as’s and Calis’s theme of cross-cultural contact is also prominent
in the other articles featured in this issue. In May 2021 the film
historian and cultural studies scholar Cathy S. Gelbin (University
of Manchester) delivered a lecture on the golem tradition in the
GHI’s lecture series “’The spirits that I called’: Artificial Life from
the Enlightenment to the Present.” Gelbin’s article based on this
lecture, “The Golem: From Enlightenment Monster to Artificial
Intelligence,” traces the origins and development of the golem
story, which relates the creat ion of an artificial man through a
ritual of words. Gelbin shows how the golem story, which was
originally presented as a Jewish ritual for unlocking the secret
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of divine creation, turned into a Christian signifier for negat ive
Jewish stereotypes before being transformed into a metap
 hor
for technological progress.
Negative cross-cult ural stereot ypes also play a cent ral role
in the next artic le, which is based on the keyn ote address
at the June 2021 GHI confere nce “Mobilities, Exclusion, and
Migrants’ Agency in the Pacific Realm in a Transregional
and Diachronic Perspective,” which was delive red by histo
rian Mae M. Ngai (Columb ia History), whose 2021 book The
Chin ese Question: The Gold Rushes and Global Politics just
won the prest ig ious Bancroft prize. Her artic le “The Chin ese
Question: The Gold Rushes and Global Politics, 1849-1910”
exami nes how the weste rn myth of the “cool ie” laborer arose
as a racist stereot ype used to fuel anti-Chin ese sent im ent
and how the United States, Australia, and South Africa
came to answer the “Chin ese Question” with laws excludi ng
Chin ese peop le from immig rat ion and citizens hip.
Migration and cross-bord er movem ent are also the sub
ject of the final two artic les, which report on current GHI
research on the history of mobili ty and migrat ion, which has
joined the history of knowle dge and digi tal history as one of
Institute’s research foci. Andreas Greiner’s artic le “Aviation
History and Global History: Towards a Research Agenda for
the Interwar Period” prese nts the conceptual temp late of
the research project that Greiner is purs uing as a research
fellow at the GHI. Applying a global history approach to
the study of avia t ion infras truct ure, Greiner moves beyond
national frameworks to prov ide a trans-imper ial analy s is
that pays equal attent ion to global conn ect ions and discon
nect ions, entang lem ents and dise ntang lem ents, in order to
reveal the challenges that globa lizat ion faced in the inter
war period.
The final feat ure artic le in this issue is an interv iew with GHI
director Simone Lässig about the GHI’s new research focus
“In Global Transit,” which has been develo ped through a
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series of confere nces on the long-neglected global dimen
sion of the flight of Jews from Nazi Europe. Using the term
“trans it” to refer to phases in the lives of migrants in which
they are on the move between dif
fer
e nt cul
t ural, polit
i
cal, and geog raphic al spaces, this research focus has now
resulted in the form at ion of a Standing Working Group,
whose research agenda is explained in the interv iew.
Although the GHI’s confere nce prog ram cont inu ed to be cur
tailed due to the COVID-19 pand emic, the Institute orga
nized a subs tant ial numb er of virt ual events over the past
year. We are pleased that this issue’s “Conference Reports”
sec
t ion can report on a num
b er of these vir
t ual events,
including a panel series on “Migration and Racism in the
United States and Germany,” a confere nce on “Mobilities,
Exclusion and Migrants’ Agency in the Pacific Realm,” the
26th Transatlantic Doctoral Seminar in Germ an History, the
5th Bucerius Young Scholars Forum, and the First Interna
tional Seminar in Historical Refugee Studies.
Please turn to our news section for recent GHI news. For
up-to-date inform at ion on upcomi ng events, publ icat ions,
fellowships, and calls for papers, please consult the GHI
website (http://www.ghi-dc.org), Facebook page, and twit
ter account. As this issue goes to press, we are plann ing to
resume in-pers on events. We look forward to welcomi ng you
again in both Washington and Berkeley.
Simone Lässig (Director) and
Richard F. Wetzell (Editor)
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