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Introduction

Half a century after the collapse of National Socialism, many historians are
now taking stock of the difficult transition that faced Germans in 1945. The
Friends of the German Historical Institute in Washington chose that
momentous year asdtocus of their 1995 annual symposium, assembling a
number of scholars to discuss the top&tundeNull: The End and the
Beginning Fifty Years Ago." Their contributions are presented in this
booklet.

ProfessorKonrad Jarausch addresses the question oivansaries and
their significance. He confirms that 1945 was a major turning point and
reminds us that everyone who was alive in that year still has a vivid
memory of the ending of World War Il. The hardships of the immediate
postwar period allowed mostdnary German citizens, however, to view
thenselves in 1945 as victims even if they had been perpetrators, or
Mitlaufer, up to that point. Jarausch also discusses the learning processes
following World War Il that represented a real transformation ofnaer
political culture, starting with the broad acceptance of defeat, moving
through rapid and successful demilitarization, and arriving at integration
into Western Europe. He points out that, of all the many changes, the
necessary retreat from racism prdavi® be one of the most difficult to
achieve. In the 1990s, the need to come to terms with a second dictatorship
has added a further difficulty for Germans grappling with their history.

The role of the church forms a strong undercurrent in Maria Mitchell's
comments on how Christian Democracy rose to political importance after
1945. Clergymen were spared the indignity of denazification and offered
posts in the new civil administration, which lent them fresh prestige over
night. However, some compromises weeeessary: Whether they liked it or
not, they were forced by Allied censorship of political speeches to embrace
the notion of democracy. Many members of the &J party had been
members of the old Center Party, and their shared past moved them to seek
continuity in policy making. Moreover, the Center Party had served them, as
Catholics, as such an important emotional sanctuary that they were reluctant
to give it up for a new pty. Nonetheless, the practical
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need for and wisdom of interconfessional ca@pion won the day. This
union did not come easily, and Mitchefives examples from both
Protesants and Catholics of discomfort over cooperating with their rivals.

The Allies' efforts after 1945 are emphasized Ut Gerhardt in her
discussion of the te of American sociology in German -eglucation.
Through a deliberate program to make Europe safe for democracy, the
Americans strove to wipe out not only Natal Socialism, but also
Junkersm and authoritarianism. The plan to accomplish this undertaking
involved changing the very character of Germans by sociological and
psychological means, without their even noticing it. The methodology owed
much to the psychological research of the 1930s on paranoid personalities,
which enphasized the need to build d¢ime "clear" or "healthy" elements.
Those healthy elements in German society were people like later President
Thealor Heul3who was eking out a living in his tw@om attic apartment
by cleaning carpets when he was invited to become the minister of culture
American occupation leaders performed a fragile balancing act: on the one
hand, they were determined that the newitigal culture should not be
imposed upon but enacted by Germans themselves, starting at the grass roots
level; on the other hand, thegdred that if ever the Germans suspected that
they were being "reducated,” they wouldeject any plans entirely.
Gerhardt delineates a rather subtle program with ten distinct elements.

How was the aftermath of the war handled in German literature? &tephe
Brockmam notes the opportunities that the vacuum offered to young writers
in a world where suddenly there were no longer any valid literary models to
follow. Authors such asleinrich Bolland Alfred Andersch tried to offer an
ethical support system amalt with such phmena as the alienation felt
by soldiers returning to their homes. For some the provision of models for
renewal was initially pushed into the bgcund by the fear of a restoration
of the right wing and the urgent need to deal deeigiwith that danger. By
the present decade, there was general agreement that the early
Trimmerliteratur(literature set among the rubble of World War Il) had been
vital in helping to create a democratic political solmusness.

As Germany lay defeatethere were 170 women to every 100 men in
1945. The task of restoring the majority of the population to its rigptade
in the historical record is addressed by MarHahn. She points out the
crucial role of mothers in rebuilding family and civic lifedate prob
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lems caused by many husbands who refusedhied their authoritarian
attitudes, rather posing as victors returning from the front. Women felt that
men had lost the war; men blamed women (peawifranchised after World
War ) for voting Hitler into power. Divorce rates doubled between 1945
and 1949. With the solidification of the Cold War split, men in both halves
of Germany began to work on an idealized model ofntloelernwoman:

the sexy consumer citizen of the West was juxtaposed withl¢odoigically
correct, Socialist workemother of the East. Her temporary status as the
self-confident, activistTrimmerfrau(woman who “clears the rubble") was
largely pushed back in favor of the more traditional image as the docile
hausfrau, the mother drbeautifier of the home, even to some extent in the
East.

The symposium also took a look at the towns that were planned on the
land cleared of rubble by those women. Jeffry Diefendorf shows that in
urban planning there was not exactly a zero hour, be¢hasebuilding of
German cities was based in large measure on prewar ideas and plans.
Already in the 1930s, a journal with the tilbee neue Stad{the new city)
existed. The Nazis themselves had begun to tear down decayingiilyner
areas to accommodatheir plans for extravagant, monumental buildings.
The end of the war allowed the first part of this process to continue. City
planners were not misled by the destruction caused by bombing into seeing
a tabula rasa.They simply saw opportunities fulfill their dreams of
modernizing the existing cities as they rebuilt them. The air raids had not
brought any fundamental change in city planning.

Rebecca Boehling takes doser look at three individual cities in the
U.S. zone of occupation as they confrehtbe new political and social
situation. She asserts that the American Military Government had little
sophistication when it came to selecting appropriate authority figures, and
much depended on the personality of particular American officers.
Sometimeshey blurdered, as in Stuttgart, where church leaders persuaded
them to exclude lefting antifascists from local government. Elsewhere, the
"Antifa" forces were more organized, and it was they who presented
themselves as a slate of new political apposteater on, these active anti
Nazis lost their oportunity to act as major reformers by forming the core of
the unpopular tribunals.

All the scholars at this symposium underlined the fact that there was no
natural development or logical progression tonderacy after the war.
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Germans at all levels were tugged in diffdaredirections by personal,
political, and confessional preferences, and by the apparently tentative and
hesitant prodding of the Allies. The outcome was not a foregone sttlu
From the presentlay perspective it sometimes seems so, and thus such
reflections as those offered here are crucial elements in setting tiwéchis
record straight and deepening our understanding of a highly complex
process.

Gainesville Florida Geoffrey JGiles
August 1997



1945 and the Continuities of German History:
Reflections on Memory, Historiography, and Politics

Konrad H. Jarausch

Anniversaries of important twentiettentury events are a continual source
of embarrassment for the Germans. Th&wrdar is replete with historical
dates that trigger negative associations at home and abroad. Occasions such
as the commemorations of the a@amitic pogrom(Kristallnachi, the
unleashing of World War 1l, the Nazi invasion of Russia, th®&y landing
in Normandy, or the resistance plot against Hitler revive troubled memories
and produce negative publicity. Since it hamich practice in issuing
apolaies, the German government has developed considerable skill in
ritualized contrition. But ozasional misteps, like the Bitlrg ceremony that
inadvetently honored dead SS men, continue to arouse public outcry, since
they touch on raw nerves. Instead of reinforcing pride, contemporary history
remains a burden, producing recurrentraba

The fiftieth retun of the end of World War Il has reinforced this
ambivalence, since it confronted the Germans with the alternative of
remembering defeat or liberation. Though they have begun to recede with
time, most private recollections of the collapse of the Third lRettlitary
surender, and subsequent suffering tend to associate 1945 with catastrophic
events and highlight the Germans' own suffering. In contrast, eloquent
literary portrayals, volumes of critical scholarship, and speeches of
democratic politicians he& created a public awareness that the defeat was
necessary in

! Peter Steinbach, "Straiim Geschichté politischer Streit,"Historicum (Spring 199%: 10i
14. Cf. also Konrad H. JarausctZwischen Niederlage und Befreiuhgiewerkschaftliche
MonatsheftdMay 1995).
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order to liberate the country from the Nazi dictatorship. In 1985 President
Richardvon Weizsackeforcefully pleaded, "let us, as much as we can, face
the truth." But ten years later, youmgéew Right intellectuals rejected the
acceptance of guilt as "the view of the victors of 1945" and called for an end
to German selhatred?

The former winners have had a much easier time dealing with the
anniversary of 1945. An older generation couldhvei sense of satisfaction,
use this last opportunity to celebrate its triumph over fascism, won with so
much sacrifice. These liberators also had a stake in reaffirming theionpem
of Nazi war crimes and the Holocaust in order to justify their greaade.
Their perspective represents the view of the victims who were freed by
Allied military victory and explains that war was necessary for the
restoration of the moral order. But by painting the Germans exclusively as
perpetrators, it ignores their othexperiences and creates the danger of a
backlash among those bon after the war who no longer feel a personal sense
of guilt. If many Germans have a problem with accepting defeat as
liberation, some Americans find it difficult to realize that liberatioighth
have also meant defeht.

Thinking about 1945 is therefore a case study in the fashionable topic of
"the politics of memory Since social historians have relativized this date
in favor of a longer transition period and produced exhaustive, spedialize
monographs, the reconstruction of the events themselves is no longer all that
controversiaf. What needs to be discussed instead is their afterlife, their
transformation into private recollections, and public memories that are used
to justify different ourses of political action. The following remarks

? Richardvon WeizséackerZum40. Jahrestagler Beendigung des KrieggsEuropa und der
nationalsozialitischen Gewaltherrsch@Bonn, 085)versus Heimo Schwilk andlrich Schacht,
eds. Die selbstbewul3te NatigRrankfurt, 1994).

% As a typical example, Marc Fishexfter the Wall: Germany, the Germans and the Burdens
of History(New York, 1995).

4 Jane Kramer, "The Politics of MematyThe New Yorkerl4 Aug. 1995, as well as the
journalHistory and MemorySee also Elisabeth Heineman, "The Hour of the Woman: Memories
of Germany's OCrisis Year s 0 Amanchn Histoscal R&view man Na't
101 (1996): 35495.

® Martin Broszat et al., edsV,onStalingrad zur WahrungsreformZur Sozialgechichtedes
Umbruchs in Deutschland (Munich, 1988); and KlausDietmar Henke,Die amerikanische
Besatzung Deutschlan¢igunich, 1995).
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will therefore look at the ambivalent connotations of individual experiences
during 1945; they will sketch the implications of the gradual emergence of a
critical collective perspective; and they watidess,finally, the impact of
German unification on the relationship tlwveen personal and political
remembrances.

When leafing through old photo albums, one encounters disturbing pictures
that have shaped the common image of the war's end. Thesedsapstly
show actual fighting but present scenes of laughing victors anbratie
civilians or of skeletons in concentration camp garb and dejected prisoners
of a defeated army. Other motifs capture broken bridges;utorroads,
blownup tanks, burhbuildings, piles of rubble, and anonymous bodies,
representing an unimaginable level of destruction. The old neelgshardly
show any men, only distraught women, orphans, refugees, or the aged and
the wounded. The yellowed photographs also illustiast life continued
after the catastrophe through the clearing of ruins, thei@neaf makeshift
shelters, scrounging for food, and fraternizing with the occupi@tsese
images have seared themselves into the collective nyeamol dominate all
recollections.

One indicator of the importance of 1945 is the fact that virtually enery
old enough still remembers fifty years later what he or she was doing at that
time. My own memories begin with a derailed train, lying with broken
windows in the Landshuwgtation, from which my mother wanted to distract
my attention so as to keep me from seeing the dead. Since my father had
already died in Russia in 1942, we had been evacuated froMamgdeburg
apartment at the cloisters of Our Dear Lady and moved taraifat.ower
Bavaria in order to escape the bombing that would destroy our possessions. |
can hardly recall the actual end of the war and only remember tradrdud
the Polish laborers were gone, and an emaciated man in a tdonmuni
appeared, claimingtbe my uncle. Individual stories like these suggest

® See, for instance, the coffégble books by Gdio Knopp, ed.Das Ende1945. Der
verdammteKrieg (Munich, 1995)andDamals1945.Das JahrNull (Stuttgart, 1994).
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that May 1945 was a traumatic event that profoundly affected most German
lives.

Depending upon one's personal fate, recollections of the end of the war
differ fundamentally. Most older Germans fastgron the untold losses that
they experienced: There is hardly a family who did not lose a son in the
fighting at the front or a daughter in the air raids at home. The surviving men
were humiliated and in prison camps, while many women, especially in the
East, feared, with some justification, that they would be raped. All too often
houses were destroyed, apartments requisitioned, and persosesposs
stolen. Millions of people were desperately seeking to flee from the lost
eastern provinces of the GenrmReich. Even in the western areas that were
less damaged, many went hungry, lacked fuel, and fell prey to disease. With
the collapse of the physical world, psychological security vanished and
ideological orientation was shattefetynoring their own resmsibility for
such retribution, many Germans recall their own tribulations and still find it
difficult to celebrate the war's end.

In contrast, other groups remember welcoming the end of the carnage and
insist on a positive memory of 1945. A large mingritonsisting of regime
opponents, concentration camp inmates, or slave laborers, as well as some
ordinary citizens, felt relieved just to be alive. For them the cessation of the
fighting lifted a great burden, since it also meant the end of p¢iseend
repression. Many letters and diaries gratefully note the overthrow of SS
terror, the suspension of Allied bombing, and the silencing of the guns in the
final desperate battles. For these survivors, the Nazi defeat turned the world
right-side up again, novided a chance for punishing the perpetrators, and
allowed them to rebuild their shattered lives. The Third Reich's collapse was
not only threatening but also set free unsuspected energies in women, the old
or the young, who now had to take on new re

" For corroboration see Bruno das c h , fGeschichm&r lkiinnehen chd misli i
(MS, Berlin, 1960).
8 Edward N. Petersomhe Manyces of Defeat . The Ger man Peopl

(New Yor k, 1990) . Cf . a"l, 1046: TBeaBiographidaleMedRiogsoéan t h a |
Hi st or i clrgdrnatiBnalelautnal af Oral Historyt0 (1989): 18B893.
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sponsibilities. Such positive experiences continue to inspire gratitude for
liberation?

Ironically, these contradictory recollections have spurred an odd contest
over victimization. For the former political and racial targets, Nazi
persecution must remracentral, since their own moral identity and material
claims are founded upon it. But many Germans also selectively recall the
wartime suffering for men at the front, women working in munitions
factories at home, and families subjected to the terrorrofaas, which
created the feeling of "a community of fate." In a strange reversal, nemo
of the hardships of 1945 have transformed their roles from perpetrators into
victims of catastrophic forces for which they do not feel personally
responsible. Exapt for the liberators, almost all other participants want to
consider themselves victimized, as indicated in the bland reference of the
memorialNeue Wache"To all victims of terror and tyranny® The debate
about liberation or defeat somehow also ineslva competition for
legitimate sympathy.

Serving distinctive purposes, the creation of collective memory
accentuates different aspects of the war. Through repeated retelling, private
stories coalesce into public histories that combine individual suffémiog
collective experiences, making them bearable through a stylized narrative.
While radio broadcasts and newspaper reports began to fashion the idea of
"liberation" already during the events, it took a whole generation for the
annihilation of the Jewsa(id to a lesser degree of others) to be combined in
the collective concept of "the Holocaust.For the Germans, the notion of
the "expulsion” similarly created a tale of flight and survival at the war's
end, while the somewhat exculpatory concept of #ezd' hour" highghted
the collapse of order and the multiple possibilities of a new begin

° For example, Hans Magnus Ensbkerger, edEuropa in Ruinen. Augenzeugenberichte aus
den Jahren 19441948 (Frankfurt, 1990) and Hermann Glas&845. Ein LesebucfFrankfurt,
1995).

YKramer, APolitics of Memory,o 48ff. See al so
aUsable Pas i n the Feder al AReipan Histarical Revie0G €18098)a ny , 0
1008 48.

1 Michael Marrus,The Holocaust in HistoryBoston, 1987); and Henry Friedland@he
Origins of the Nazi Genocid€hapel Hill, 1995).
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ning? Since these mythologized histories accentuate different experiences,
American, Jewish, and German memories are growing further apart with the
passage dime.

An elaborate staging process further complicates the role ofaetmhs
in the debate about the implications of 1945. Fifty years after the events
concerned, memories are no longer spontaneous but carefully choreographed
and manipulated. While esenting interesting footage and captivating
interviews, the media trivialized the end of the war by ceaseless commentary
and superficial dramatization. At the same time, the travel industry
commercialized the event through nostalgarism that broughtormer
combatants or curious onlookers to battle sites like Normandy or to mass
cemeteries. Finally, politicians time and again invoked the past in order to
instrumentalize a certain version as support for their policies in the present,
thereby often revivig old antagonisms. For many Germans, the staging of
recollections therefore reinforced their mixed feelings about the significance
of 1945.

In contrast to individual ambivalence, official German historiography of
World War 1l has become generallylfseritical. Instead of understanding

the Third Reich as a regrettable accident, intellectuals and scholars view its
collapse as an inevitable result of the negative continuities of the past.
Unlike the nationalist elite's sqlistifications after World Var |, a
democratized cultural establishment gradually accepted the challenge of
confronting German responsibilities the second time around. Compared to
the contimial denials of guilt in Japan, Italian evasions by claiming to have
resisted, or Austrian elgnations of being Hitler's first victim, the Germans
have costructed a remarkably honest account of their own transgressions.
With some prodding by American and Russian commentators, a critical
stance

12 Elisabeth Horst, "The Expulsionof the Germans from the East and the Creation of
Memory, 19441960 (M.A. thesis, Chapel Hill, 1994) ar@hrista Hoffmann, StundenNull?
Vergangenheitsbewaltigung Peutschlandl945und 1989 (Bonn, 1992).



Memory, Hisoriography, and Politics 15

has emerged, one that accepts the memories ofdtimized minorities and
projects them as the official version upon the entire pblity.

Only a few essential elements of this s@ificism that bear directly upon
the end of the war need to be mentioned. In stark contrast to tlesehdar
guilt contoversy" about the German role in the outbreak of World War I,
there is no real dispute about Rider's responsibility fdeasthing World
War Il. The massive evidence compiled in the course of the Nuremberg
trials succeeded in demonstrating the culpabditthe Nazi government for
the slaughter beyond a shadow of a doubt. The condemrat prominent
individuals for "waging a war of aggression" and of entire criminal
organizations was an important step in moral cleansing that even the
accusation of "wtor's justice" could not diminish. Professional historians
confirmed this verdict, and academic institutions like the hestitut fur
Zeitgeschichtecommunicated this view to the population at larfeOne
crucial element of selfriticism was thereforéhe admission of German war
guilt.

More problematic for the critical view was the emergence of the theory
of totalitarianism during the Cold War. Initially intellectuals had adopted a
rigorous antifascism to motivate democratic and socialist reconstrubtion
the Soviets' instrumental use of workidlgss resistance as legitimation for
the SED dictatorship raised the question of the structural similarities
between National Socialism and Stalinism. Elaborated especially by German
émigré scholars in the Wed States, the totalitarianism approach provided a
useful taxonomy of repressive regimes that justified the Western switch
from one enemy to another. As an unfortunateptmduct, this model
projected hostilities eastward, rehabilitated the-&oetmmunistRight, and
offered a rationale for German rearmament and NATO membership. But its
attention to the underpinnings of democracy also spurred some of the
classical research on the collapse ofWmmarRepublic™

3 For example HansErich Volkmann,ed., Ende des Dritten Reiched Ende desZweiten
WeltkriegesEine perspektivische Ricksch@lunich, 1995).

1 Telford Taylor, The Anatomy of the Nuremberg TrigNew York, 1992); and Walter
Hofer, War PremeditatedNew York, 1955).

15 EckhardJesse;'Vergangenheitsbewijung nach totalitarer Herrschaft Deutschland,"
German Studies Reviespecial issue on totalitarianism (Fall 1994): ff5Cf. also KarDietrich
Bracher,Die Aufldsung der WeimaraRepublik.Eine Studie ZunProblem des Machtverfalls in
der Demokratie 4th ed. (Villingen,1960).
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The notion of aSonderweg(German deviancerdm Western norms)
popularized by the youth revolt, motivated a more fundamental attack on the
continuity of authoritarian patterns in Germany. This conception of a special
path had originally been a positive explanation for the difference of the
German Emire from both the Western democracies and the Eastern
autocracies. Allied propaganda during the world wars had reversed the
evaluative connotation, constructing a straight line into perdition from
Luther through Frederick the Great and Bismarck to Hitluring the
1960s and 1970s, younger social historians revived the perspective in a more
complex fashion as an explanation of German deviance from democratic
develoment that led to repeated aggression. Departing from a somewhat
idealized AngleAmerican nodel, the Sonderweg thesis offered a
methodologically inovative explanation of the structural flaws of German
society that justified a political critique of an authoritarian prefent.

Only during the last two decades did the Holocaust perspective become
dominant in German discussions. In 1945 the pictures of the liberation of the
concentration camps triggered a deep shock that motivated efforts at
financial restitution and legal prosecution. But the extermination of Jews,
Poles, Roma, and homosexuals remd a marginal subject until the
Eichmann trial and the Hollywood TV series renewed public attention. The
aging of the perpetrators, the critical questions of the "68ers, and the
methodological shift to everyday history prompted a flood of local studies
that gradually exposed the depth of involvement of ordinary Germans. In the
East, the economic definition of fascism blocked the topic untilSE®
regime began to confront ar®emitism for diplomatic reasons during the
1980s. Constant media attention, uedtional efforts, and intellectual
commentary have produced a high degree of Holocaust consciclisngss
they have also created a certain defensiveress.

'® Bernd Faulenbach,Die Ideologie des deutschen Weg@gunich, 1980); and Helga
Grebing,Der "deutsche Sonderwegl Europal806 1945.Eine Kiritik (Stuttgart,1986).

“"Her mann Kurthen, f@AAnti semi tGermamy Cofeswithghd@ obi a an
P a st Aniisemitism and Xenophobia in Germany after Unificatied. Hermann Kurthen,
Werner Bergmann, and Rainer Erb (New York, 1997). Cf. also Michael Wolfsdnien,
DeutschlandAkte. Tatsachen und Legend&funich, 1995).
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Anglo-American interventions have played an important role in the
establishment of a critical peesgtive on the recent German past. At first
democratic émigré scholars took the lead, but then native intellectuals also
pondered the German example as the great "other," the paradigmatic descent
of civilization into darkness. In practical terms, Westetmo$ars irsisted on
microfilming the “"captured German documents” and thereby made them
accessible for public perusal. In their works, prominent hets like
Gordon Craig oiFritz Stern presented democratic interpretations that broke
the mold of nationest selfconceptions. As a part of widerlohes, Angle
American historians also stimulated much methodologicabvation in
areas such as quantitative methods, women's history, and the new cultural
perspectives® These sympathetic outsiders saw threle as a watchdog,
fostering critical initiatives and guarding against the recrelese of
nationalism.

The result of successive waves of criticism was the erosion of the master
narrative of German history. The postwar division indicated that the atory
the national state had come to a disastrous end with the loss ofigater
to the Allies in June 1945. In various ways, the different emphases on war
guilt, totalitarian dictatorships, structural peculiarities, and Holocaust
responsibility put the lbime on the Germans themselves. Though some
collective pride lingered in regard to economic success, these condemnations
of the excesses of German nationalism helped to discredit the very notion of
a national stat® Leading intellectuals therefore ceaserbmoting the
superiority ofKultur and redefined their mission as guardians of German
guilt. Since, for diplomatic and trade reasons, the political and economic
elites also embraced such sglfestioning, Germany succeeded in
developing, in spite of occasial backsliding, a remarkably critical view of
its own recent past.

8 volker Berghahn, "Deutschlandbild&®45 1965.Anglo-amerikanischédistoriker unddie
moderne deutsche Geschichiie,'Deutsche Geschichtswissenschaft nach dem Zweiten Weltkrieg
19451965 ed. Ernst Schulin (Minchen, 1988), 239ff.; and Konrad H. Jarausch,"Eine
argerliche Geschichte. Amerikanische Perfpek zur deutschen Vergangenheitsbewaltigung”
(MS, Chapel Hill, 1995).

19 Michael Geyer andonrad H. Jarausch, "The Future of the German Past. Transatlantic
Reflections for the 1990sCentral European Histry 22 (1989): 22B59; and "Great Men and

Post modern Ruptures: n@©gesedcomi n@e rtmaenGerddBne It aotrd c g r

Studies Review8 (1995): 25B873.
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By overriding private ambivalence, critical public memories triggered a
fundamental learning process that helped transform German politics. The
mixture of personal feelings, osating between a dim sense of
responsibility, a furtive kind of shame, and a desire to escape the
consequences, allowed some of the negative lessons of the defeat to sink
in.*° Though with occupation and partition the conditions in 1945 were
incomparably haher than in 1918, no stal-the-back legend emerged, and
German sufferings, though resented, were somehow accepted as justified.
While the population remained skeptical of the official version of liberation,

it could hardly deny that it had brought itgats upon itself and needed to
change its ways so as to keep something this terrible from happening
again®* Instead of spurring a new revanchism, the collective working
through of the meaning of 1945 became the basis for an astounding political,
economicand cultural revival.

The most persuasive lesson of the German defeat was a rejection of prior
militarism. The wartime experiences at the eastern front, but toward the end
also at home, were so horrible as to render National Social®stseto
glorify the fighting ineffective and to lead to a repudiation of war as a
legitimate means of politics. In contrast to occupation expectations,
demilitarization was rapid and a fanatical werewolf resistance never
materiaized. Allied reeducation efforts met witimuch success, since they
could build upon the impression of total defeat and subsequent suffering.
Even war literature no longer heroized its protagonists but was rather forced
to resort to a pervasiveandser (doughboy) cynicism. The widespread
popular esistance against Western and Eastern rearmament suggests a deep
seated turn toward pacifism that later spawned an impressive peace
movement and consistently governed the foreign policy of the Federal
Republic®

Another important consequence of the colapéthe Third Reich was a
reluctant acceptance of formal democratization. The failure of the illiberal

20 BerndWeisbrod,"Der 8. Mai in der deutschekrinnerung(MS, Goéttingen,1995).

2L Joseph Fschepoth,"Zur deutschen Reaktion auf Niederlage und Besatzuny,"
Westdeutschlanti945 1955 ed. Ludolf Herbs{Munich, 1986), 15ft.

22 Kim R. Holmes, The Wert German Peace Movement and the National Question
(Cambridge, Mass., 1984and Wolfram Hanrieer, Germany, America, Europe: Forty Years of
German Foreign PolicyNew Haven1989).
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traditions claimed by the Nazis was so drastic that it even overrode the
skepticism that was based on the-gdiflication of th&eimarRepublic and
thereby gave democracy another chance. Partly imposed from the outside,
self-government succeeded the second time around dueoimrad
Adenauer's conservative leadership style Badwig Erhard's undeniable
economic rewards. The doubtful elites came toréddedemocratic forms as

the price for regaining political sovereignty and as a useful method for
defending their privileges. However, it took the youth revolt of the 1960s
and the new social movements such as feminism and environmentalism to
really democatize attitudes and practices. As even the East German revolt
against theSED dictatorship shows, the defeat led to a surprising inner
acceptance of democraty.

As a further result of the trauma of 1945, many Germans also broke with
their prior ambivalencand firmly turned toward the West. The divan of
the country invalidated the geopolitical tradition of Germany'sdiaid
position between East and West and forced an unequivocal choweeebe
NATO or Warsaw Pact. Instead of trying to play one sideaghinst the
other, the Federal Republic, itself located further westward than any major
German state before, chose to tie itself politically, militarily, and
economically to the West. Since nationalism was discredited by its excesses,
many Germans alsmsgght a new identity through Americanization in style
of dress, food, music, and consumption. The more compulsive Sotretiza
of the East was less attractive and therefore rejected at the first- oppor
tunity.>* Westernization was also propelled by Borugssistent support for
European integration that offered an escape from history, a stimulus for
economic growth, and an avenue for political influence.

A final aspect, the slow distancing from racism owing to the Holocaust,
was more difficult and protraadde The appearance of Soviet Asians or
American Blacks during the occupation helped challenge racial stereotypes
and belie Aryan arrogance. Increased travel abroad, a veritable German
passion, and consumption of goods from other countries slowly broadened

2 Chri st oph Dikl|deppetreaStaatsgriindung. Deutsche Geschichte i 1955
(Bonn, 1982).

4 Rainer Zitelmann eal., eds.,Westbhindung. Chancen und Risik@mrankfut, 1993). Cf.
also Konrad H. Jarauscénd Hannes Siegrist, edsAmerikanisierung und Sowijetisierung in
Deutschland 19451970 (Frankfurt a.M.,1997).
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horizons toward cosmopolitan ease. The contribution of millions of
Mediterranean laborers, euphemistically called "guest workers,” to
continued prosperity also increased tolerance for foreign customs and foods.
But flareups of xenophobic violence andenmittent electoral successes of
right-wing parties demonstrate that some prejudices linger, especially when
activated by a massive influx of ethnic migrants, refugees, and asylum
seekers. Owing to the ethnic definition of citizenship, the tension between
official philo-Semitism or multiculturalism and private resentment is still, to
some degree, unresolv&d.

Not that this learning process was particularly easy. Even through the
shattering experience of defeat, Goebbels' massive indoctrination left some
intellectual traces, and it proved impossible to eliminate all the collaborators
from public life. Many Germans resisted the return of the émigrés, and the
power of some of the antifascist radicals proved rather fleeting. The various
occupation efforts were one successful in purging visible Nazi influences
and in erecting the shell of new institutions than in filling them with life. The
older generation merely accepted many of the changes pragmatically,
maintained a considerable inner reserve, and occasioraglpsed into
former nationalism. Only the younger cohorts truly saw 1945 as liberation,
embraced its lessons with enthusiasm, and actually sought to live up to the
new pacifist, democratic, Western, and tolerant id@aBecause of the
different Eastermexperiences, this development is still far from complete.

Yet German acceptance of responsibility has transformed 1945 from the
end point of a disaster to the starting point of a rebirth. In a comparative
sense, the learning processes that have turnedhadtesng defeat
retrospectively into a political liberation are quite impressive. The
development of a seffritical understanding is a testimony to the efforts of
liberal intelleduals, committed scholars, and enlightened public leaders.
Continual reninders of the occupying powers helped promote a rethinking,
and the competition between East and West Germany for respectability also
rein-

%5 Daniel CohrBendit, Heimat Babylon. Das Wagnis dermultikulturellen Demokratie
(Hamburg, 1992);and Jef r e y Peck, "The O6lnsd and 6Outsb
Foreigners, Asylum Seekers,"Reemerging Jewish Culture in Germargander L. Gilman and
Karen Remmler (New York, 1994),1f80

%6 peter H.Merkl, German Unification in the European Contdkiniv. Park, 1993), 412.;

Peter andBylvia Greiffenhagenkin schwieriges Vaterland. Zur politischen Kultar vereinigten
DeutschlandStuttgart, 1993).
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forced critical perspectives on the common past. But it is surprising that a
population that experienced many difet events differently refused to
respond to rightving efforts to perpetuate nationalist denials and eventually
accepted this critical versidhOne key to the remarkable German revival is
therefore the individual and collective learning process from hiogeks of
defeat.

IV

The impact of the new caesura of 1989/90 on the meaning of the previous
rupture of 1945 still remains somewhat unclear. Many participants
experienced the rush to German unity as the return of history, this time with
more positive conptations. Clearly the unexpected unification ended the
"posthistorical”" status of the Germans who had escaped from history into a
private space that allowed first personal and then political regeneration. In a
curious way the development of the Federaputdic and the GDR had
seemed like a coda to the past that took place in a timeless, eternal present.
To everyone's surprise, the return of unity resumed a master narrative of
German national history that was thought to have come to a permanent end.
This wnforeseen revival of the national state could not but change
perspectives on the postwar division and on the nature of the prior German
catastrophé®

Because the fiftieth anniversary of 1945 came five years after
reunification, its commemoration arouseceapl concern. Would the new
Germany continue to accept or now feel free to repudiate its troubled past?
In a curiously worded appeal "against forgetting,” the New Right used the
occasion to promote a relativization of German guilt and a normalization of
public memory. Half a century after the end of the war, Germans should be
allowed to recall their own suffering as the "basis for thessdferstanding
of a proud nation" that would prevent comparable catastrophes in the

27 Konrad H. Jarausch"PostnationaleNation. Zum Identitatswandel der Deutschen 1945
1995," Historicum (Spring 1995), 3035, in contrast to AlfLidtke, "Coming to Terms with the
Past: Illusions of Remembering, Ways of Forgetting Nazism in West Germamyrhal of
Modern History65 (1993): 544.

%8 Udo Wengst, ed.Historiker betrachten Deutschlan@onn, 1992 and Konrad H.
JarauschDie UnverhoffteEinheit1989 1990(Frankfurt, 1994), 23f.
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future. Interestingly enough, éee apologetics provoked a storm of media
criticism from leftist intellectuals who insisted on affirming continuing
German responsibility and the necessity of defeat. For the various efforts to
reconstruct a German identity, the official remembrance dbltherefore
became an important battleground in the struggle for cultural hegethony.

On the one hand, greater temporal distance provided a chance for a
certain softening of the fronts in the public debate. Since there was no longer
any fear of adverse dgmatic consequences, the gap between apologetic
private memories and sadfitical official histories could begin to be
narrowed by discussing their interconnectedness. Recollections of German
suffering previously expressed merely in private conversatene now
suddenly also voiced in print or on the airwaves. This veritable unblocking
has made it finally possible to link the individual tragedies of the end of the
war to their causes in the collective crimes, committed in the name of the
Geman peoplelnstead of insisting on viewing 1945 exclusively as defeat
or liberation, the recent debates managed to demonstrate that both aspects
were inextricably intertwined, with the Nazi collapse forming the necessary
precondition for a new beginnirig.

On the otler hand, a post990 perspective on 1945 also doubled the
German difficulties of coming to terms with the past. The moral, legal, and
political legacy of a second dictatorship raised all sorts of unsettling
questions about the potential relationship orilginties between the two.
Espeially abroad, many observers feared that the fresh injustic&&Df
oppression would eventually begin to obliterate the distant memories of
earlier Nazi crimes. In a curious bit of learning, some of those who had been
too lenient toward Hitler's henchmen were now taking extra pains to be
rigorous toward Honecker's minions. The instrumentalization of antifascism
to shore up a leftist dictatorship was also engendering some cynicism about

2% Arnulf Baring, "Nur die Erinnerung befreit,Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung5 April
1995; andKonrad H. Jarausch, "Normalisierung oderIRagionalsierung? Zur Umdeuhg der
deutschen VergangenheiGeschichte und Gesstihaft21 (1995): 57184.

% Herrman Rudolph, "Tag des Untergangs, Tag des Neuanfangs, Tag despiidee,"
Tagespiegel1 April 1995; idem, "Der lange Weg zum Tag der Befrgj," ibid., 7May 19%.
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the need for continued vigilanceviard a revival of Nazi currents.By
having 1990 partially supersede 1945, the collapse of the GDR added
another layer of ambivalence to the debate about the end of World War II.

The resumption of the national master narrative in 1990 therefore
affected he historical understanding of 1945 in many, yet indistinct ways.
Put most simply, this pivotal date has not disappeared but has rather
acquired a new and different significance: Instead of marking the end of
German history, the ending of World War 1l hasw become its central
turning point in the twentieth century, a kind of hinge around which the
story line turns from catastrophe to rebirth. Toward that year run many of
the negative continuities of aggression and repression that culminated in a
predictalbe and necessary defeat; from it flow some of the more positive
learning processes that led to cooperation and democracy. The acceptance of
defeat as a precondition for liberation helped the Federal Republic to learn
from earlier failures and to embark upsuch a constructive course that it
even managed once again to attract the severed easterristates.

Through unification, the year 1945 has not lost its prior meaning but
rather has gained an added dimension. Marking the defeat of one of the most
heinous egimes ever known to man, that year will continue to serve as a
drastic warning of what can go wrong and will forever be associated with the
country in whose name these crimes were committed. The death of over fifty
million human beings looms too large personal memory for it ever to be
entirely effaced in historical understanding. But after the passage of half a
century, that crucial date has also assumed a new meaning, so that it can
now also refer to the beginning of an individual and collective legrni
process that led to the rehabilitation of the people involveédong with
continuing to be an occasion for sorrow, 1945 may, if seen through the
perspective of 1990, gradually become a source of pride in the successful
democratization of Germany ancetreunification of Europe.

% Klaus Siihl, Vergangenheitsbewéltigung 1945 und 1989. Ein unméglicher Vergleich?
(Berlin, 1994).

32 Karl Dietrich Bracher, "Zeitgeschichtliche Anmerkungen zum 'Zeitenbruch' von 1989/90,"
Neue Zurcher Zeitun@0 Jan. 1991andKlaus Tenfelde, "1914 bi199® Einheit der Epoche,"
Aus Politik und Zeitgeschiché® (1992): 3ff.

¥ Christoph KleRmann, "Befreiung durch Zerstorérigas Jahr 1945 in der deutschen
Geschichte," Schriftenreihe der Niedersachsischen Landeszentfate politische Bildung
(Hannover1995),n0.12.
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In the ceaseless process of rethinking the Central European past; Anglo
American observers will retain a somewhat special role. Since their
countries were twice forced to intervene in this century, they can take some
pride inthe success of the second reconstruction that copied many of their
own practices. At the same time, the problematic admixtures of that victory,
just to mention the symbols of Dresden and Hiroshima, should remind them
of the price not just in lives lost batso in moral credibility. As interested
outsiders with close ties owing to multiple migrations, they will continue to
watch the complicated process of constructing a new national and wider
European identity in Germariy. If offered without any posblonial
superiority, their distanced comments, based on long democratic experience,
might continue to be helpful in the endless struggle against the revival of
dangerous myths.

3 See alsoKonrad H. Jarausch, ed.After Unity: Reconfiguring German Identities
(Providence, RI., 1997).



Stunde Null in German Politics? Confessional Culture,
Realpoltik, and the Organization of Christian Democracy

Maria D. Mitchell

As a party founded in the wake of the Nazi defeat, the Christlich
Demokratische Union(CDU) has often been considered a product of
Germany'sStundeNull Not only was there no Christian Democratic party
befare 1945, but, as the first party in German history devoted to democratic,
interconfesional cooperation between Protestants and CatholicC e
seemed grounded in an entirely new political and cultural ethos. The fact
that Chrisian Democracy was ingeal to West Germany's political stability
reinforced this image of the party. THeDU was as novel as West
Germany's political success; one could not be separated from the other.
And yet we all know thakKonrad Adenauedid not begin his political
careelin 1945. Founded overwhelmingly by former members of the Gatho
Center Party,the CDU was established by men and women deeply rooted in
the political traditions of theTeilkultur ("part" culture) of Catholic
Germany. In discussing the origins of Chtisn Democracy, | would like to

! Most of theCDU leaders had formed their world views in the aftermath oKiileurkampf.
The Nazi period allowed no incubation farnew generation of leaders. Adam Stegerwald was
born in 1874Konrad Adenauein 1876;AndreasHermes in 1878; Leo Schwering in 1883; and
JakobKaiser,HermannPinder, and Christine Teusch in 1888.

2| adopt the ternTeilkultur from Detlef Lehnert andKlausMegerle to imply a distinct social
group, the voting patterns of which are directly related to its
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explore this intersection of continuity and change as one way of commenting
on the larger question of&tundeNull in twentiethcentury German history.

Let me begin my survey with a brief review of three features of 1945
particularly relevant to the earlyDU. First, like everything that took place
in German political life between 1945 and 1949, the founding ofChe&
was affected directly by the Allied occupation. The four powers not only
prohibited parties deemed ovedgnservative or nationalistidyut theyalso
closely screened authorized politicians and their speécBgstestrictng
access to postwar politics exclusively to avowed democrats, the Western
Allies forced Catholics and Protestants either to suppartodeacy or to
abandon politics altogether. This necessarily shaped the personnel and
ideology of the earl{CDU.

Second, in a reflection of the wide scope of their influence over life in
occupied Germany, the Western Allies contributed to the dramati@asere

unique assumptions and beliefs; detlef Lehnert andKlaus Megerle, eds.,Politische
Teilkulturen zwischenlntegration and PolarisierungZur politischen Kultur in der Weimarer
Republik(Opladen, 1990). Even at the peak of exclusively Catholic organization, the Catholic
third of German society was by no means completely isolated from Protestant Germany. | would
therefore qualify Richard Evans' descmptiof Catholics in the 1870s as "to a perceptible degree
cut off from the main institutions of German society" by stressing their participation in political
and military life of late nineteenttentury Germany even during the decade ofkhkurkampf.
Richard Evans, "Religion and Society in Modern Germany,” in Richard ERethinking
German History: Nineteert@entury Germany and the Origins of the Third Rejchndon,
1987), 148.

® The Allies did, however, authorize conservative parties as long asxhigjted no obvious
nationalistic characteristics; cHelga Grebing, Peter Pozorski, aRainer Schulzeeds., Die
Nachkriegsentwicklungn Westdeutschlandl9451 9 4 9 . VRolitik and Geséllschaft
(Stuttgart, 1980), 689.

* For one example of &DU branch party's difficulties with Allied (in this case, British)
acceptance of its personnel, &edesarchiv Koblenghereafter BAK)NL 278 (Holzapfel),vol.
142. Haley Major (Comd 226 NO Gov Det), Political ActidtyCDU (Siegen,22 Feb. 1946).
The memoandum threatened that if two members of @8U in the Siegendistrict were not
"excluded from the party" by 25 February 1946, $iegenbranch of theCDU would lose its
party authorization.



Confessional CultureRealpolitik, and the CDU 27

in the stature of the Christian churches immediately following World War
11° At a time when every other German institution appeared discredited by
Nazi collaboratiorf, the spiritual authority and administrative continuity of
the Protestant and espadty the Catholic Church accorded religious leaders
enormous prestigeThe Allied decision to spare clergymen denazification

® Theodor Eschenburdgahre der Besatzunf945 1949 (Stuttgart 1983), 184franz Focke,
Sozialismusaus christlicher Verantwortung.Die Idee eines christlichen @alismus inder
katholischsozialenBewegungindin der CDU(Wuppertal, 1978), 269.

® HansBraun, "Demographische Umschichtungen im deutschen Katholizsnach1945,"
in Kirche undKatholizismus, 19481949 ed.Anton Rauscher (Munich, 1977), 225.

" Of all of Germany's societal institutions, the elite of the Catholic Church was statistically
the least affected by National Socialiswiolfgang Zapf,Wandlangen der deutschelite. Ein
Zirkulationsmodelldeutscher FUhrungsgruppet®19 1961 (Munich, 1965), 103. Cf Clemens
Vollnhals, "Die Evangelische Kirche zwtchen Traditionswahrung und Neuorientierung,Von
Stalingrad ZurWahrungsreformZur Sozialgesdbhte des Umbruchi;m Deutschlanged. Martin
Broszat, Klaus-Dietmar Henke,and Hans Woller (Munich, 1990), 115. In the wake of the
armistice, church officials organized emergency social services for war victims and performed
humanitarian duties no othere@nan institution could admirer. Adolf M. Birke, "Katholische
Kirche und Politikin der Phasedes Neubginns1945 1949," inDie Zeit nach1945 alsThema
kirchlicher Zeitgeschichte. Referate der internationalen Tagaminigen/Bern(Schweix 1985,
ed Victor Conzemius, Martin Greschat, akl@rmann Kocher (Go6ttingeri,988), 18081. The
perseution of Catholic priests and the late wartime outspokenness on specifically Catholic issues
by bishops such as Clemens Aug@®@tf von Galen and Michaelon Fauhabercontributed
considerably to the image of the Catholic Church as a bastion éflansm. Harry Noormann,
"Neue Freiheit, vertagte Befreiung. Zur gesellschaftlichen Rolle der Kircinender
Nachkriegszeit,'in Deutschland1945 1949. Ringvorlesung ader THD im Sommersemester
1985 ed.HansGerd Schumann (Darmstad989), 13132; KonradRepgen,'Die Erfahrung des
Dritten Reiches und das Selbstverstandnis der deutschen Kathakchl1945," in Conzemius,
Greschat, andocher,eds. Die Zeit nach1945, 140.

8 No Catholic priests and only a few Protestant ministers were required to go through
denazification proceedings. John Herz, "Denazification and Related Policies," From
Dictatorship to Democracy: Coping with the Legacies of Authoritarianiaoh Botalitarianism
ed. John HHerz (WestportConn., 1982), 36, n. 9.
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and use them as intermediaries in the earliest days of occupaticanced
the authority of all Christian elites. As politicendentified with the
Protestant and Catholic churches, particularly the la®®U leaders
benefited considerably from the widespread regard for Christianity.

Within the Christian culture of occupied Germany, this "religious
revival® was paralleled by yeanother development with fagaching
implications, the transformation of confessional culture. As wartime
evacuations and postwar expulsions of ethnic Germans precipitated large
scale transfers of population, sizable numbers of Protestants and even more
Catholics found themselves in areas traditionally populated by their
Christian "others." By destroying the "closed village" atmosphere of much
of the German countrysid®,this rapid desegregation set in motion a
fundamental trarfiermation of confessionatelations. One of the most
striking developments in twentietentury German history, the
reconfiguration of Germany's confessional map and relations had important
implications for a party geendent on Protesta@atholic cooperation.

It was against thibackground of Allied control and confessional change
that German Catholic politicians gathered in 1945 to discuss their political
future. Isolated from one another by the breakdown in transportation and
communication, these men and women were neverthéidsed by their
experiences as former members of the Center Party. Their discussions
consequently focused not on a melange of new ideas devised in the chaos of
1945, but on a common, tirt®nored proposal rooted in the traditions of
political Catholicismthat of interconfessionalism.

In raising the issue of political cooperation with Protestants, leading
Catholic politicians revived a debate as old as political Catholicism itself.
Though considered and rejected at the founding of the Center Party in

°® WernerK. Blessing,"Deutschlandn Not, wir im Glauben'... Kirche und Kirchenvolkin
einer katholischeiRegion 19381949,"in Broszat,Henke,and Woller, eds.Yon Stalingrad zur
Wahrungsreform 63; ErnstWolfgang Bdockefdrde, Kirchlicher Auftrag und politische
EntscheidungFreiburg,1973),30.

% While in 1939 there had been fifseven districts that were more than nirétg percent
Catholic, in 1946there was only one (in thdpper Palatinate); while thirteen districts before
World War Il had been more than eighiye percent Protestant, no such district existed after
1946.JoachimBeckman, ed.KirchlichesJahrbuchfir die Evangelische Kirche iBeutschland
1949(Gitersloh1950),538.Cf. Braun,"Demographische Umschichtungefi'25.
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1870 the platform of cooperation with devout Protestants had by no means
disappeared in the decades following tKalturkampf. Instead, it had
haunted political Catholicism for the duration of its history, provoking a
series of internecine battles oveethery legitimacy of Catholic political
organization.

By reopening this debate in 1945, early Christian Democrats acted
consistently with a political tradition that had routinely turned to
interconfessionalism in times of internal crisis. The most famdubese
initiativesd those of Julius Bachem, Heinrich Brauns, and Adam
Stegerwald had all been made at points of crisis in the Center Party's
history. In taking the step that their predecessors had long disavowed,
postwar Christian Democrats acted on whiay regarded as the most
serious crisis in the Hisry of political Catholicism. Based on a sober
assessment of the situation of 1945, former leaders of the Center Party
concluded that the Catholiturm or tower, was falling down.

Although the Catholideilkultur had emerged from the Nazi years intact
if not stronger than it had been in 1933ts members and leaders harbored
serious concerns about the stability of its political institutidmdost of this
weakness, they believed, had been inheriteoh filee Weimar Republic. As
Catholics' social and political assimilation had chipped away at their
political unity, the Center Party's support had slid gradually and unevenly
throughout the years of Weim#rWith workers' defections to tH&PDand

1 Karl-Egon Lonne Politischer Katholizismus im 19. und 20. Jahrhund@&rankfurt a.M.,
1986), 154.

12 Blessing,"Kirche und Kirchenvolk"; cf. Doris von der Breli@wien, "Abendland und
Sozialsmus. Zur Kontinuitat politisckultureller Denkhaltungen im Katholizismus von der
Weimarer Republik zur frihen Nachkriegszeit,” in Lehnend Megerle, eds.,Politische
Teilkulturen 188 218.

13 Josef KannengieRer, ed., "Entscheidbirays christlicher Vergwortung (CDU oder neues
Zentrum?)" (Dortmund, Sept. 1946), Achiv fur Christlichdemokratische Politik, St. Augustin
(hereafterACDPStA), I 182 004/03,B. 1.3. Josef Kannengieler, "Katholikeseht die Gefahr"
(flyer, Osnabruck, Sept. 1946 5CDPStA, I 182 004/03. M. Neschen, 'Weltanschauung und
Politik" (Aug. 1946).

1 Doris Kaufmann,Katholisches Milieu in Miinster 1928933. Politische Aktionsformen
und geschlechtsspezifische Verhaltensra(biesseldorf, 1984), 27. Cf. Rudolf Morsey, ddas
Wabhlvertalten der deutschen Katholiken im Kaiserreich und in der Weimarer Republik.
Untersuchungen aus dem Jahre 1928 von Johannes S(¥airit,
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even thedesertion of several priests to the Catholic Committee of the
DNVP, the notion of a monolithic Catholic voting block had become but a
figment of Catholic imagination by the end of ieimarera’®

Furthermore, as diligently as formamembers of the Cent&arty worled
to defend themselves against specific accusations of Nazi collabdfation,
they could not deny that political Catholicism had been irrevocably sullied
by its behavior in 1935’ Although heatedly debated within the party's ranks
at the time, he Zentrum's vote for the Enabling Law clearly coneect
political Catholicism with the Nazis' parliamentary seizure of poWw&he
widely perceived link between that vote and the Vatican's concordat
negotiations did little to enhance the image of theypas a defender of the
constitutional state founded on rule of [@Rechtsstaatin the dying days of
the republic?®

1975), for a detailed analysis of the Center Party's election results through 1924. The party had
especially serioudlifficulties attracting younger voterkdnne, Politischer Katholizismusam 19.
und20.Jahrhundert223.

> Ellen Evans,The German Center Party, 1870933: A Study in Political Catholicism
(Carbondale, Ill., 1981), 246.

16 ACDPSIA, 1 206 20. Adam Stegerald, "Wohin gehen wir?" Wiirzburdy Nov. 1945, 29;
cf. ACDPStA, 1182 006, B Il.1.1.JosefKannengiel3er, ed., "Aansere Parteifreunda Stadt
undLand!" (flyer, Sept. 1945).

" EschenburgJahre derBesatzung186; Archiv der Stiftung Bundeskanzlehdenaier
Haus, Rhondorf (hereafter StBKAH), 08.06, 333. Letter frokleinrich Strunk to Wilhelm
Hamacher, 21 Nov. 1945.

8 Despite Hitler's promise of freedom of worship and Chrisitilmenced schools, a
minority of the party including Joseph Wirth, Joseph 3pdcugeneBolz, FriedrichDessauer,
Helene Weber, Johann&ghauff, andHeinrich Brinin@ initially argued against the Zentrum's
support for the Enabling AcRudolf Morsey, "DieDeutsche Zentrumsparteifi Das Ende der
Parteien ed. Erich Matthiasand Rudblf Morsey (Dusseldorf,1960), 35664; Erich Koshorst,
JakobKaiser. Der Arbeiterfihre(Stuttgart, 1967), 140 1. For an insightful account of how one
Zentrum deputy, Dessauer, was persuaded to accede, see Heinz Blankdpbidrgcher
Katholizismusn Frankfurt am Main, 19181933(Mainz, 1981), 28687.

' The bishops' revocation, in March 1933, of their 1930 prohibition againsbership in
the Nazi Party and exhortation to Catholics to support the state powers further loud the picture of
the relatimship between organized Calibsm and the Nazis. The church also never officially
protested the Nazis' pmcution of the Jews before 194%nne,Politischer Katholizismys237.
The docu



Confessional CultureRealpolitik, and the CDU 31

Although pervasive, this assessment of political Catholicism was by no
means universal, and | do not want to suggest that the Caileillikziltur
was in any way univocal. The dismantling of the Catholic tower was more
than a political decision, and an enormous emotional, sentimentalnatiach
to the Zentrum initially discouraged many from abandoning their old
political home?® Never simpy a political party for Catholics, the Center had
been but one body within the network of Cathdlmilkultur organizations,
Afa kind of second O6churchdéo into whi
they belonged their entire livé5As Konrad Adenauehimséf conceded in
May 1946,

| do not begrudge any earlier adherent of the Center Party for not being able to
make an immediate decision on joining @BU. | have been a devoted adherent of
the Center Party my entire life long, and | admit to

mentary evidence for behifile-scenes Vatica€enterNazi collusion concerimg the concordat,
however, is thin; the most convincing argument for anegtion is made by Karl Otmaton
Aretin, "Altes und Neues zur Vorgehichte des Reichskonkordats. Erwiderung auf Konrad
Repgen,” inKlaus Scholder,Die Kirchen zwischen Republikund Gewaltherrschafted. Karl
Otmar von Aretin and Gerhard Besier (Berlin, 1988), 17203. For the rejection of this
interpretation, se&onradRepgen,'UngedruckteNachkriegsquelleaum Reichskonkordat. Eine
Dokumentation,'in HistorischesJahrbuch99 (1979): 376413; idem,"Uber die Entstehung der
Reichskonkordat®fferte im Frihjahrl933und die Bedeutung des Reichskonkordats, Kritische
Bemerkungen zu einem neuen Budh,Vierteljahrshefte fiZeitgeschicht@6 (1978): 499534,
idem, "Nachwort zu einer Kontroverseih Vierteljahrshefte fuiZeitgeschicht®7 (1979): 159

61; idem, "Das Ende der Zentrumspartei urdle Entstehung des Reidkenkordats,”in
Militarseelsorge ZeitschriftdeskatholischerMilitarbischofsamtes Bonh2 (1970): 88122.

2 BAK, NL 5 (Piinder), vol. 218, 84. Letter frowilhelm Elfgento Piinder, 27 Oct. 1945.
The Center Party and the Catholic Church, according to one rammCenter Party and then
CDU member, had been "married."

2l Leo Schwering later described tirnirum as "a sort of second ‘church’, which we
defended through thick and thin, even at the risk of our lives.... Earlier, whoever attacked the Z
exposed himself to the reproach of being a bad @misind Catholic.Historisches Archiv der
Stadt Koln(herafter HAStK), Best. 1193, 109, Letter from Leo SchwerinRamerBarzel, 22
May 1962. Schwering also described #@ntrumand the Catholic Church as "synonyms." Leo
SchweringFrihgeschichteler Christlich-Demokratischen UniofRecklinghauser, 963),1D.
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you, it alsotook me some very serious deliberations and a certain inner effort to say
farewell to the Zentrum. | did not do it with a light héedart.

Beyond the emotional sanctuary the Center Party had afforded so many
of its former members, there existed the stroegr fthat the attempt to
cooperate with Protestants would fail, putting the Center Party at a distinct
disadvantage vigvis the other Weimaera parties reorganizing in 1945
The still significant level of Catholic suspicion and prejudice concerning
Protestants and their politics compounded this reticence. Many former
Center Party members were concerned that Catholics would have tcesacri
elements of their historic political platform on the altar of
interconfessionalisrfi’

It was not surprising, therthat a small but significant group within the
Catholic Teilkultur opted to recreate the Center Party after World Wat |I.
But, by the time the postwatentrumspartewas founded in October 1945,
Christian Democratic party groupings were already well dstad
throughout all four zones of occupied Germany. Not only with the benefit of
hindsight, but also by the late 1940s, it was clear that the majority of
Catholic elites and voters in the three western zones had opted to support the
CDU. Realpolitik within the CatholicTeilkultur had prevailed. Traditional
Catholic politics in Germany had been reconfigured.

By forcing open the door to interdenominational politics, the geoges
of 1945 played a crucial role in the transformation of political Catholicism
But in the same way as the resolution to cooperate witlefeotts had been
rooted in the traditions of Catholic politics, the character of early Christian
Democracy was indebted to tAentrumheritage. Of the

22 Konrad Adenauerspeech, inSchriftenreiheder Christlich DemokratischerlUnion des
RheinlandeslO (Dusseldorf,12 May 1946), 7.Adenauerechoed this sentiment im speech in
Wuppertalin May 1946.BAK, NL 278 (Holzapfel), vol. 221. Pamphlet entitled Christlich-
DemokratischeUnion oder Zentrum?'as published in th&délnische Rundschaul6 (10 May
1946).Translations by the author.

22 ACDPStA, 1182 007/1. Letter from StudienratDr. Gormann of Ahaus to Lambert
Lensing, 21 Sept 1945.

% Grebing, Pozorsk and Schulze,eds., Die Nachkriegsentwicklung in Westdeutschland,
1945 1949.Vol. II: Politik und Gesellschaf68.

> HAStK, Best 1193, 360, 2n October 1945approximately sixty former Center Party
members gathered in Soest (the founding city of thet& Party in 187Qp found theDeutsche
ZentrumspartefGerman Center Party, DZP).
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strong lines of continuity that the earlCDU exhibited with prewar
interdenominationalism, four are worth noting here: the conditions set on
Protestant participation, the importance of the clergy, the role of the
Christian of its former members, there existed the strong fear that the
attempt tarade unions, and the ideological centrality of -duhéirxism.

Throughout the history of interconfessionalism, Catholics advocating
cooperation with Protestants had consistently qualified their invitation for
Protestant participation. In his famous artic/ir missen aus dem Turm
heraus!"(We must come out of the tower!) of 1906, for exampidjus
Bachem made clear that he desired political cooperation solely with "reli
gious" or devout Protestants, not with Protestants in gefi&@ahsequently,
in distinguishing between Protestants at large and those adequately religious
for a "Christian" party, postwar Catholic politicians were simply echoing
prewar discourse on interdenominationalism.

But Catholics' differentiation between religious and "other" Rtatds
worked in a curious way in the postwar era. At a time when it was widely
believed that Protestants had supported Nazism to a larger degree than had
Catholics?’ Catholic Christian Democrats argued that only devout
Protestants had resisted the Naniusge. In their efforts to secure certifiably
"religious" Protestants for their interdenominational party, Catholics focused
on members of organizations they identibedften mistakenl§ as
avowedly Christian and therefore alzi: the Protestant clergythe
Confessing Churcff and the Christian Social People's Service.

6 Ronald RossBeleaguered Tower: The Dilemma of Political Catholicism in Wilhelmine
Germany(Notre Dame, Ind., 1976)135. Bachem operated on the widespread assumjptiain
most Protestants had become completely secularized. EMam$;erman Cutler Parpy201.As
Catholics traditionally had sought to distinguish between legitimately "religious" Protestants and
those who had strayed from the church, they inevitably &sdevout Protestants who were also
politically conservative.

2" Schwering Frilhgeschichte133.

?® Shelley Baranowski, "Consent and Dissent: The Confessing Church andefative
Opposition to National SocialismJournal of Modern Historyp9 (March 198): 53 78. In the
eyes of Catholic leaders of tf@&DU, certain organizations of Protestant Germany took on new
meaning as "documentation" of Prdteds' religiosity and antlazism. Foremost among these
was the Confessing Church, which was organizedaagihg Protestant clergymen in defiance of
the NaziGleichschaltungforcing into line) of German Protestantism. Although the Confessing
Church consistently opposed more the Nazis' interference in
church affairs than Nat iesntelrefushlotesuppdrtitre @é&mani deol o

Christianés <c¢close alliance with the -Naegime ear:
organization.

*More consciously Christian than the DNVP, t
(Christlich-Sozialer Volksde nst , CSVD) had recogni zed openly

legitimacy and supported the Christian trade unions. Members of the CSVD who joined the CDU
included Wilhelm Simpfendérfer, Wilhelm Lindner, Paul Bausch, and Otto Rippel. For a detailed
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Such persistent Catholic suspicion of Protestants highlights a second
element of continuity in post945 interconfessionalism, the influence of the
Catholic clergy. Once dubbed "an asiation of pastors® the CenterParty
had always relied on priests to maintain the unity of political Catholicism.
Well aware that cooperation with Protestants threatened clericatmafu
over theZentrum,most priestd8 although not aé had traditionallyrejected
interconfessional politics and trade union activity.

While relatively little is known about the clergy in twentientury
politics % it is clear that important members of the high clergy decided in
1945 that an exclusively Catholic party could longer defend a Catholic
political agenda. Based primarily on strategic calculations designed to
protect confessional schools, state support for the church, and continued
recognition of the concordat, leading priests and bishops throughout
Germany threy their weight behind early efforts to organize Christian
Democracy. In such key party centers as ColodtaelerbornDortmund,
Munster,and Mainz, clergymen themselves even played an indispensable
role in bringing Protestants and Catholics together.

history of the CSVD, see Gilnter OpitzDer ChristlichSoziale Volksdienst. Versuch einer
protestantischen Partei in der Weimarer RepufiDkisseldorf, 1969).

%0 Felix von Loe, a leading member of the early Center Party, as quoted in John K. Zeender,
The German Center Part1890 1906(Philadelphia, 1976), 118.

3. On the various attitudes toward interconfessional union organization, see Ross,
Beleaguered Towerl08; Horstwalter HeitzeDer Volksverein fir das katholische Deutschland
im Kaiserreich, 18901918 (Mainz, 1979)55; EvansThe German Center Part§04.

¥ There is no comprehensive history on the topic to date.

3 Schwering Frihgeschichte9i 11, 59 60, 72, 114, HAStK, Best. 1193, 192,3. Letter from
Jostingmeier to Schwering, 24 April 1962, BAK, NL 5 (Pinder), ves,41117, Cf. BAK, NL
005 (Punder), vol.220, 38. Letter from Plnder to Hermes, 21 Sept. 1945; and HAStK, Best. 1304
(Punder), vol. 367. Letter
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In addition to pries® and highlighting a third element of continuity with
the prewar Zentruth the most active leaders of the ea@lipU were former
members of the Christian trade unions. Founded in the lat¢eamth
century in an effort to bring Protestaamid Catholic workers together, the
Christian trade unions had Ilong been linked to support for
interconfessionalism. IMWir missen aus dem Turheraus!" Bachem drew
directly on the example of the Christian trade unions to argue that Catholics
served theiown best interests by cooperating with ProtestdrfEsurteen
years later, Adam Stegerwald's call for interdenominationalism ddben
congress of the Christian trade unions reinforced the perception that it was
the Center's labor wing that most enfagscally supported allpg with
Protestants® Early organizers of thEDU, who had been mem

from Pilnder taJosefHoltmann inEsserHuttrop, 24 Oct 1945; HAStK, Best. 1193, 289. Letter
from Christoph Tolé to Leo Schwering, 5 May 1962; ACDPStA1B2 008/03, B. I11.2. Letter
from Lensing to Kannengi e hl82a008/03, BSleZp ltetter frbrfh 4 5 . cf .
KannengielRer to Lensing, 2 Nov. 1945; ACDPStA182 008/3, B. IIl.2. Letter fromHans
Scheiberto Kannengiel3er, 10 Oct. 1945; HAStIK, Best. 1193, 191. Letter from Schwering to
DechantIbach Josefin Konigswinter, 4 Oct. 1945. HASIK, Best. 1193, 359, 3. Lensing;
"Wellenbrecherfir Deutschland.Die Grindungstage der ChristlidbemokratischenUnion
Westfalens,' Westfalenpos?8 (14 May 1948). In his 1948 recounting of the events in Dortmund,
Lensing stated that "the local exchange of political ideas amongeollumfriends began right

after the Allies' invasion. Catholic clergymen were involvedhiese discussions to a prominent
degree."

% Proponents of interconfessionalism argued that if Protestants were denied membership in
the interconfessional Christian trade unions, there would be no way of keeping them from joining
the SPD. Heinz Harten, Kurze Geschichte des deutschen Katholizish83Q 1960 (Mainz,

1986), 181.

% Stegerwald's speech would come to represent the most famous attempt -at inter
confessionalism in th&/eimarera. But it proposed no concrete measures for how to realize the
ideal ofinterconfessional political cooperation and did little more than occasion a new round of
heated discussion. Evanehe German Center Part275 76; Lonne,Politischer Katholizismys
224 25; Noel Cary, "Political Catholicism and the Reform of the Germaty FBystem, 1900
1957," (Ph.D. diss., Univ. of Calif., Berkeley, 1988), 828, 423 25; Herbert Homig,Das
preuischeZzentrumin der WeimarerRepublik(Mainz, 1979), 90Rudolf Morsey,Die Deutsche
Zentrumspartei, 19171923(Disseldorf,1966), 372; Kurt Wigzel, "Von
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bers of the Center Party and the Christian trade unions, sJuakaKaiser,
Karl Arnold, Elfriede Nebgen, and Adam Stegerwald, had longpsufed
intercanfessional politics. As the onEentrummembers to have maintained
their political connections throughout the Nazi years, these men and women
enjoyed decided organizational advantages in 1945 over other leaders of the
Catholic Teilkultur®® Making direct eference to the Christian trade unions
and particularly to Stegerwald's initiative, these leading diatpoliticians
self-consciously identified the earl@DU with the tradition of trade union
support for interconfessional cooperation.

ProtestantCathdic coaction within the framework of the Christian trade
unions highlights the fourth element of continuity evident in the &20i:
active opposition to international and domestic Marxism. In the same way
the Christian trade unions had been establislbbedotinteract socialism's
appeal to Catholic worker8 ProtestantCatholic politics after

der CSVPzur CDU.Die Griindung der CDUn Rheinhesser,945 1947," (Ph.D. diss., Univ. of
Mainz, 1980), 15.

% 0On the basis of this link between gt833 members of the Center Party and Christian trade
unions and founders and members of @ after 1945, | would qualifyyon Aretin's assertion
that the German resistance movement exerted no real influence eh9pbstevelopments,
organizationally or ideologically. Many of the Center Party and Christian trade union members
involved in resistanceactivities would later help establish ti@&DU, demonstrating direct ties
between active anfilazis, their Nazera political discussions, and pd$€45 political
organization. Karl OtmaFfreiherr vorAretin, "Der deutsche Widerstand gegdéditler,” in Nation,
Staat und Demokratien Deutsclhand. Ausgewahlte Beitrdge Zur Zeitgeschiclad. Andreas
Kunz and MartinVogt (Mainz, 1993), 216, 237.

3" Hugo Stehkamper, "Protest, Opposition und Widerstand im Umkreis der
(untergegangenen) Zentrumspartei, Ein UbekblTeil Il: Widerstand,'in Der Widerstandgegen
den Nationalsozialismus. Daeutsche Gesellschaft und der Widerstand gétjter, ed. Jirgen
Schmadeke and Pet8teinbachMunich, 1985), 908. In sharp contrast to resisters ikt or
SPD, members bneither the Center Party nor the Christian trade unions organized during the
Nazi years with the intention of-sestablishing their pr&933 organizations.

% The development of a network of Catholic se#p organizations, for example, was to no
small degree occasioned by the success of Social Democyditiried Loth, Katholiken im
Kaiserreich. Der politische Katholizismusin der Krise des wilhelminischen Deutschland
(Dusseldorf,1984), 84; MichaeBSchneiderDie christlichen Gewerkschafte@894 1933 (Bonn,
1982), 33 34; Stanley SuvakElectoral Politicsin
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1945 were grounded to a significant degree in a shared rejection asMarx

In a typical justification of cooperation with Protestants, a Catholdt)
pamphlet pulished in 1946 explained that only a common front of
"Christian people of the West" could withstand the "danger of Marxism and,
with it, that of communism®

The political code word "Christian” had signified interdenominational
antisocialism since at leaste 18904° a fact that can also explain Prateg
behavior in 1945. To the enormous concern of Catholics organizing the
party, Protestant enthusiasm for Christian Democracy was initialliagy
but forthcoming'* Certainly the disproportionate Cathwinfluence over the
early CDU was not lost on Protestants, many of whom saw little difference
between the old Center Party and the néf@U. Even Hans Schlange
Schoningen, one of the earliest and most prominent Protestant recruits to the
party, confessethat he and his "devoted Protestant friends" could not "hide

. a certain nervousness about cooperation with Catholics in general, and
now especially with formeZentrumcircles."*?

And yet, for many antMarxist Protestants whose pt833 parties had
beendiscredited by collaboration with the Nazis, a realistic assessment of
their postwar options left them little alternative to @BU. Particularly for
devout Protestants who advocated their own Christian political agenda,
members of the former Center Bawere far more likely allies than the
socialists of thesSPD.Reapolitikoperated on the Protestant side as much as
it did on the Catholic, and a marriage of convenigi@nunftehgof antr
socialist Protestants and Catholics was arranged step by step.

There was certainly no love or passion in Menunftehehowever, and
a quick survey of decision making within the early party makes clear the still
profound cleavage that separated Protestants from Catholics on matters

Wilhelmine GermanyChapel Hill and London), 74; Zeenddihe German Center Part§8 19.
For a brief survey of the similarities and differences betweeSRizand the Center Party before
1918, sedhe introduction tdJrsula Mittmann,Fraktion und Partei. Ein Vergleickion Zentrum
und Sozialdemokratie im Kaiserrei@isseldorf1976), 1 16.

39 HAStK, Best. 1187, Fasz. 41. "War®@DU?" (flyer, Sept. 1946).

40 SchneiderDie christlichen Gewerkschafte212 13.

1 BAK, NL 71 (SchlangeSchéningen), vol. 21, 385. HansSchlangeSchénimgen,circular
letter, 13 Oct. 1945.

*2|bid., 47. Idem;"Christliche Demokratie(24 Nov. 1945).
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ideological, cultural, and poidal. The year 1945 marked no decisive break
in the centurie®ld hostility between Catholics and Protestants, and party
members of both confessions made clear that their political alliance implied
neither religious nor cultural assimilation. The reasony whe union
between the two confessions not only survived but even flourished was
based on a number of postwar factors: the confessional balance within the
Federal Republic; the continuing influence of the Allies, particularly the
Americans; the secularizan of West German society and the diminution of
confesional tension; but, above all, the Cold War and the emergence of
anttMarxism as a foundational ideology for West Germans. Of crucial
importance for internal party dynamics was shared oppositidhg Soviet
Union, the GDR, and th8PD,which allowed Protestants and Catholics to
paper over the significant differences that remained between them on other
cultural, economic, and foreign policy issues.

In conclusion, while the success of #G®U was ted primarily to such
later postwar developments as those just mentioned, the actual origins of the
party were located in a series of decisions made at the war's end within the
CatholicTeilkultur. The dramatic events tied to 1945 certainly conteld to
the outcome of those decisions: the Allies' presence guaranteed that the party
would be democratic; the prestige of the churches bolstered ti@hris
politics; and wartime dislocations fostered a silent revolution in csitiesl
relations. But the mosibvious significance of 1945 lay in forcing Catholics
to reassess the strength of their historic tower. The fact that the resulting
organization of Christian Democracy owed its inspiration towpre
Catholicism testifies to the power of tradition at adiof enormous change.
It also highlights the complex intersection of the past and the present at any
historical juncture, including that of Germany at itscatled StundeNull.



American Sociology and German
Re-education After World War Il

Uta Gerhardt

In a paper presented to the American Academy of Political and Social
Science in 1948, Assistant Secretary of State John H. Hilldring discussed the
guestion, "What Is Our Purpose in Germany?" He mentioned reeducation
and reminded his audience that the tddi States had fought the war to
ensure "that we and other pedoeing nations may be permitted to live the
kind of lives in the kind of country we or other pedaeng peoples
desired.” According to Hilring, it was the objective of American military
government (MG) to see to it that Germany would become a peaceful nation
able to cooperate witbthers in Europe and the worldhenSaulPadover,

a former officer in the Psychological Warfare Division (PWD), described
what reeducation meant, he cited tlmeed to overcome basic German
attitudes and institutions that had developed over generations:

The problem of reeducation, in brief is not merely one of eradicatmagism, but

also of eliminating authoritarianism, militarism, Junkerism, eagism. Theevil

work of Hitler, be it remembered, lasted only a dozears, but that of his
predecessors went on for generations. The occupying powers are now called upon
to wipe out in a comparatively short periodtimhe this ageold accumulation of
dangerous nabins?

! John H. Hilldring, "What is Our Purpose in Germang®hals of the Améaan Academy of
Political and Social Scienc255 (1948): 7980. Hilldring had been wolved in setting up the
Civil Administration Division of the War Department, which was instrumental in MG planning,
in 1942.

2 Saul Padover, "The Failure of Reducatim in Germany," inThe Dilemma of Postwar
Germanyed. Julia E. Johnsen (New York, 1948): 18D. Padover, an
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Unrecognized by most subsequent analysts or critics, these contemporary
voices stressed the fact that Germasedacation after World War Il had
little to do with education.Re-education was envisaged as a comprehensive
policy with the broadly otlined goal of nothing less than changing the
German national character. Its objective was to eliminate German
aggressiveess, which had caused two world wars, and to help Germans
adopt a mentality of political fair play and economic cooperation.

This polcy drew on concepts developed in psychiatry during the 1930s
as part of the mental hygiene movement-eldacation was used then as a
therapeutic measure to change the character structure of patients suffering
from severe delusionary disorders such asruasa The concept of fe
education was adapted to the political necessities of the German situation
with the help of social science, especially sociology, and provided a
guideline to answer the muchscussed question of "what to do with
Germany.*

Sociolog, together with political science, cultural anthropology, and
psychology, played two roles. First, sociologists helped to formulate a
conceptual framework for understanding the differences between democratic
and totalitarian societies. Between 1935 and2]9he Harvard sociologist
Talcott Parsons appliedax Weber's theory of charismatic rule's pesien
of economy and society to analyze revolutionary demodernization in
Germany after 1933, setting it against ratideglal type, democratic
authority. In his highly influential theory of constitutionalism, political
scientist

AustrianAmerican, published an account of his encountexgeriment in Ganany(New York,
1946).

% Arthur Saltzman spoke of recovery, Alvin Jsbn of rehabilitation. Saltzman was the
undersecretary of state for occupied territories in 1947. Johnson was the now legendary president
of the New School for Social Research, which he had created in exile. Arthur Saltzman, "The
Problem of German RecovegtyAnnals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science
258 (1948): 7478; Alvin Johnson, "The Rehabilitation of Europ¥dle Revievd4 (1945): 577
86. For a comprehensive analysis of aspects of rehabilitation related to medicirdiasee
Gerhadt, "Medizin, Soziologie and ReEducation,” in idem,Gesellschaftand Gesundheit
(Frankfurt, 1991): 26i1300; and idem, "The Medical Meaning of -Bducation for Germany:
Contemporary Interpretation of Cultural and Ihgional Change," irPaedagogica Histrica,
n.s.,33, no. 1, special issue (1997): 158.

* Louis Nizer,What To Do With GermaniChicago, 1944). See also James Kidd#, What
Shall Be Done With Germany&nn Arbor, 1944).
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Carl J.Friedrich contrasted the "rule of law" in Western democracies with
the "rule of men" in fascist states. Cultural anthropologists Margaret Mead
and Gregory Bateson appliedeth insights from South Sea cultures to
typical attitudes of people in the United States and Nazi Germany, in order
to discover what made them vastly different. Emigré psychologist Kurt
Lewin distinguished three types of group structure: (1) authoritaaan,
practiced in preNazi and Nazi Germany; (2) democratic leadership, which is
custonary in AngloSaxon culture; and (3) laissére, which Germans
mistook for democratic, criticizing its apparent inefficiency. Sociologists'
theoretical interest in N@inal Socialist Germany led to the prominent role
played by sociology, and other social sciences, in the early 1940s.
Sociological analysis of National Socialism spurred pleas for the
implementation of "selfeeducation” (a term coined by Lewin) for Gemsa

at the end of the war.

After 1942, the social sciences took on a second role. When Vice
President HenryWallacea nnounced a posedwaingamol i cvy
reeducatingo Germany (and Japan), psyc|
and was instrumeal in the formulation of basic ideas for German re
education. In 1944, the State and War Departments sponsored a conference
that brought together psychiatrists and social scientists to devise a blueprint
for German cultural reconstruction. Sociology transfed psychiatry's re
education concept of cultural reconstruction into the notion that economic
recovery could also serve to reform the German national character. In
memoranda produced in 1944 and 1945, Parsons adapted psychiatry's idea
that reeducationcould be successful with German culture. He proposed
"permissive control" as one of three strategies of military government that
could bring about "controlled institutional change." He stated that eadonom
reconstruction was the best strategy for-adecation plan whose objaee
was to render Germany a peaceful nation for the foreseeable future. He also
submitted a number of hitherto unpublished memoranda to theighRor
Economic Administration (FEA). One of the responsibilities of this agency
was to pan postwar economic policy, including the disarmament of German
industry.

In this paper | elaborate on the two roles that sociology played mager
re-education after World War Il. The first part details the approaches of
three social sciences to thealysis of National Socialism. The second part
deals with a major policy conference on Germany after the war, which
reflected the psychiatric approach and inspired Parsons's paper, "Controlled
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Institutional Change." The third part shows how the variodgips and
programs of military government, even Germany's subsequent participation
in the European Recovery ProgrdERP), followed the principles of re
education derived from the psychiatric concept.

The political science analysis of Germany mainlgcused on the
abandonment of the division of powers and the "rule of law" (rational legal
authority), as well as the replacement of these elements by the fusion of a
centralized party and state under Eeénrerprinzip (principle of totalitarian
leadership) flanked by a partisan judicialyFranz Neumannan émigré
political scientist, examined the topic of the nature of Nazi totalitarianism
first in "The Governance of the Rule of Lafvlh 1942, he published
BehemotH the masterpiece that confirmed Frietits formula of Nazi
Germany's "utter lawlessne$sThe book's title recalled Thomas Hobbes's
analysis of England aftedliver Cromwell's death and before the return of
Charles I?

® For a prewar analysis of Nazi Germany from a political scigrerspective, se€ritz
MorsteinMarx, Government in the Third ReicliNew York, 1936); Carl J. Friedrich,
Constitutional Government and Politigdew York, 1937);James K Pdbck, The Government of
Greater GermanyNew York, 1938)Karl LoewensteinHitler's Germany: The Nazi Background
to War, new ed. (New York, 1940).

® Franz Neumann/The Governance of the Rule of Law: An Investigation into the
Relationship between Political Theories, the Legal System, and the Social Background in the
Competitive Society(Ph.D. diss., London School of Econimsy 1936). To myknowledge, the
voluminous work, which was Neumann's Ph.D. dissertation, has never been published in English
but has been (re)translated into GermanpisHerrschaftdes Gesetzestrans. Alfons Sdliner
(Frankfurt, 1980).

" FranzL. Neumann,Behemoth: The Structure and Practice of National Socialisew
York, 1942 enl. ed., New York, 1944).

8 carl J. Friedrich, "Military Government as a Step Toward SBifile,” Public Opinion
Quarterly7 (1943): 58.

® Thomas HobbesBehemoth or The Long Parliamerdd. FerdinandTénnies (London,
1889); reprinted with arintro. by StephenHolmes(Chicago, 1990)Hobbes's title referred to a
prehistoric monster whose reign had terrifizm amrcient British population. He alleged that
England under The Long Parliament, especially after Cromwell's death, was ruled by terror and
lawlessness. Neu
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Following Hobbes,Neumannunderstood "Leviathan" as at least guaran
teeng state sovereignty, whereas "Behemoth" signified a lawlessness that
would destroy the stat&dNeumanndescribed the Nazi Reich as being in a
state of chaos, caused by four conflicting power blocs that waged
uncontrolled internal warfare on each other. Seh@ower blocs were the
Junkerclass in conjunction with the higher civil service, the Nazi Party, the
military, and big industry. Exerting total control over all other parts of the
population, they engaged in opportunistic collusion with each other, while
relentlessly striving for supremacy. As a distraction to the powerless and
exploited massedjeumannmaintained that racial an8emitism served the
aim of imbuing Aryan Germans with the delusion of being members of the
master racéHerrenmenschen

Another line of argument was followed by anthropologists Margaret
Mead and Gregory Bateson. Their studies of South Sea cultures yielded the
insight that culturally typical character traits were reinforced through value
enactment in everyday situations and imfalized ceremonies. Democratic
cultures depended on citizens' commitment to their community by their own
free will, whereas totalitarian countries enforced conformity through
intimidation and authority, thus appealing to domirsutbmissive charaer
types. This analysis suggested that American democracy could defend itself
against fascist subterfuge by deliberately strengthening citizens' reesare
of the values of a democratic way of liffeBoth the New Yorkbased
Council for Democracy and the Confecenof Philosophy, Science, and
Religion in their Relationship to the Democratic Way of Life undertook to
strengthen Americans' commitment to fair play and other democratiesval
as an efficient antidote to German propaganda and also G¢yp®an

mann borrowed Hobbes's title to stress that Nazi Germany meant lawlessness and terror
suggestig chaos rather than order.

% Gregory Bateson and Margaret Mead, "Principles of Morale Buildidggirnal of
Educational Sociology5 (1941):206 20. Margaret Mead And Keep Your Powder Dry: An
Anthropologist Looks at Amerigdew York, 1942)See also ideni'The Comparative Study of
Culture and the Purposive Cultivation of Democratic Values,"Conference of Science,
Philosophy, and Religion in Their Relationship to the Democratic \Whytife, Second
Symposiun{New York, 1942), 5669. For Mead'sengagemenin German reconstruction after
World War Il, seeUta Gerhardt, "Margaret Mead's 'Male and Female' Revisiletktnational
Sociologyl8 (1995): esp. 203.1.
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statusorientation. Civilian morale came to be recognized as an integrating
force in a democract. The National Committee of Morale, under its secre
tary, Bateson, financed major investigations, such as the comprehensive,
annotlgted bibliography on German psyclhotal warfare published in
1941.

A third line of argument relied on vector psychology. Lewin, who was
familiar with both preNazi German and American mentalities, suggested
that cultural reconstruction for Germany should include the reinforcement of
attitudes of independence:

To encourage change toward democracy ... would include ... increagethsis
on human values rather than superhuman salsech as the state, politics
science. It would emphasize what the German "Iron Chanc@lsmarck called
way back in 1880Civilcourage (moral courage of the civilian) and what he
deplored as lacking in the German character (as opposeddotttege andlmd
obedience of the soldie?).

Lewin suggested that Germans should be given training on how to organize
themselves under democratic leadership. Such training should be as incon
spicuous as possible so that Germans would not even notice that they were
being redirected to embrace more democratic ways of life. Lewin expected
that Germans' sense of efficiency wbumake them quickly realize that
democratic leadership was more efficient than authoritarian rule. This
awareness, he argued, "might help to set in motion a process -0é-self
education.”

' The issue of morale was analyzed in sociology and psychology, including social
psychology, andosychiatry. SeéAmerican Journal of Sociolog¥7 (1941): 277480 (special
issue on national morale); Gordon Wllport, "Liabilities and Assets of Civilian MoraleAnnals
of the American Academy Bblitical and Social Scien¢@16 (1941): 8894; GoodwinWatson,
ed., Civilian Morale (Boston, 1942); Gordon WAIllport and Helene F. Veltfort, "Social
Psychology and the Civilian War EffortJournal of Social PsychologysPSSI Bulletinl8
(1943): 165233. For the relevance of the concept of morale to undelis social integration
in the American democratic society, déta Gerhardt, "Talcott Parsons's Sociology of National
Socialism," inTalcott Parsons on National Socialised. and with anntro. by Uta Gerhardt
(New York, 193), esp. 1616.

12| adislas Farago et alGerman Psychological Warfai®ew York, 1942).

'3 Kurt Lewin,"Cultural Reconstruction,Journal of Abnormal and Social Psycholog$
(1943a): 168.

1dem, "The Special Case of Germangyiblic Opinion Quarterly? (1943b): 566.
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Parsons's understanding of National Socialism centered onutiostél
patterns®> He analyzed Nazi rule as charismatic, invokidigx Weber's
theory that routinization of charisma established quasi feudal fiefdoms
operating through nepotism and extorttdriParsons realized that mystical
entities such as race or bloo@m being stylized into criteria of social status
or even the right to live, and aiemitic prejudices were legitimized
through reference to Jews' alleged untrustworthiness or disldyalty.
Adopting Harold Lasswell's thesis, Parsons found that the bgegdound
for fascism in Europe had been mass feelings of personal insecurity, which
he related to Durkheim's understanding of andfhi©wing to the
invalidation of their sense of national pride in the wake of World War | and
subsequent crises such as hypation and the Great Depression, the
Germans had adopted a utopian fundamentalism and voted in favor of
Hitler's "brown revoltion."®

The first role of American sociology in Germane@ucation was to
analyze National Socialism, together with other i@osciences. This
analysis stressed that democracy and totalitarianism were diametrically
opposed

' His 1940 memorandum, written for the Council for Democracy, named five characteristics
particular to National Socialism that existed beside nationalism: racism, socialism, anti
intellectualism, militarism, and the fuhrer principle; seecd#l Parsons, "Memorandum: The
Development of Groups and Orgartisas Amenable to Use Against American Institutions and
Foreign Policy and Possible Measures of Prevention,"” in GerhardtPadons on National
Socialism 101 30.

'® Talcott ParsonsMax Weberand the Contemporary Political Crisis" (1942), in Gerhardt,
ed.,Parsons on National Socialisri@43 74; see als&Jta Gerhardt,"Charismatische Herrschaft
andMassenmord im Nationalsozialismu&ne sozidogischeThesezu Goldhagen$heoremder
freiwilligen Verbrecheran Juden,"in Geschichteand Gesellschaftforthcoming), which details
Parsons's understanding of the violent nature of charismatic Nazi rule.

' Talcott Parsons, "Propaganda and Social Control" (1942), in GerhardPassons on
National Socialism243 74; idem, "The Sociology of Modern Afiiemtism" (1942), in ibid.,

131 52; idem, "Racial and Religious Differences astéiacin Group Tensions" (1945), in ibid.,
275 90.

'8 Harold Lasswell, "The Psychology of HitlerisnThe Politica Quarterly 4 (1933): 373
84; idem,World Politics and Personal Insecurifilew York, 1934).

% Talcott Parsons, "Some Sociological Aspects of the Fascist Movements" (1942), in
Gerhardt, ed Parsons on National Socialisi203 18.
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types of social organization. The objective of the analysis was to derive
feasible recommendations for the conversion of Germany into a peaceful
democracyafter Nazism's eventual defeat in war.

Psychiatry had contributed to the evaluation of totalitarianism since the
1930s. Edward Strecker suggested in the spring of 1939 that modern mass
psychopathology should be counteracted by mental hygiene. He
recanmenckd reeducation in the guise of a program of mental hygiene that
encouaged individual capacity for insight while strengthening a sense of
moral responsibility?® Harry Stack Sullivan theorized that the Nazis
demoralized their enemies by destroyitgir sense of seliespect' He
realized that totalitarian powers used helplessness as a weapon to undermine
democratic societi€S. In an article published in 1942, Richard Brickner
wrote about his discovery of delusionary aspects in the "German cultural
paranoid trend®® Germans perceived themselves and their country as being
in the role of the betrayed, but they nevertheless felt destined to become the
world's saviors. They also tended to hate and persecute those who failed to
submit to their aggressivggandeur and missionary imperialism.

In 1943, Brickner's bookls Germany Incurable? (with introductory
essays by Mead and Strecker) related the idea of German cultural paranoia

?® Edward StreckerBeyond Clinical Frontiers (New York, 1940) contains the Thomas
William Salmon Lectures held at the New York AcademySaience in the spring of 1939.
Strecker, who adopte@rtegay Gasset's criticism ofnodern mass man, which he found
epitomized in Nazi Germanyecommended mental hygiene as a way outmoflern mass
psychopathology. He believed that mass man typically suffered from unchecked aggression
leading to irresponsible crowd behavior.

! Harry Stack Sullivan, "Psychiatric AspectsMbrale,” American Jounal of Sociology47
(1941): 277301.

22 The crucial role of helplessness as part of the psychological repertoire of Nazism ruling
through intimidation and terror is also analyzeduta Gerhardt,"Charismatische Herrschaft."

2 Richard Brickner, "The Geram Cultural Paranoid Trend,American Journal of
Orthopsychiatryl2 (1942): 61132.

24 Richard Brickner|s Germany IncurablefPhiladelphia, 1943).
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to Germany's eventual cultural reconstruction. In his introductory remarks,
Strecker agreed with Brickner's suggestions that "the paranoia of a group,
such as Germany, ... perhaps ... can be cured ... through a well tbatight
thorough plan of reducation, of reculturing®™ What was the plan?
Brickner suggested that since Gamg's megalomania, cult of race, and
belligerence resembled the psychiatric phenomenon of paranoia, "psychiatric
rehabilitation” of Germany had to follow the model of medical therapy, that
is, it had to rely on initiatives "from outsideom among the \tors.”® The
victors were to follow principles adopted from psychiatrieedricaion;
namely, to enhance and nurture systematically the personality area un
affected by mental illness. Brickner called the unaffected healthy area the
Acl ear . O

The crucial &ctor in an individual case is the presence of a sufficient mental area
remainingclear to act as a point of departure. If the Germany goounpains a
sizable number of individuals, however unorganized and unaware of one another,
whose emotional valuesaprevailingly norparanoid, theoutside world has a
clear area at hand to work with and out from in treating the Germany grouj case.

In 1944, under the sponsorship of Joseph C. Grew at the State Department
and John J. McCloy at the War Department, Brak organized a
conference at his alma mater, the College of Physicians and Surgeons of
Columbia University. The secret Conference on Germany After the War
brought tgether thirty participants and thirgight consultants, including
physicians and sociascientists (such as Lawrence Frank, Kurt Lewin,
Margaret Mead, and Talcott Parsons). The conference aimed to draft a
threefold policy prgram: "a. Immediate dealings with Germany, b. L-ong
term plans with respect to Germany; c. Possible reactions of thecdatic
peoples in support of or opposition to these decisions and pfans."

2 Edward Strecker, "Introduction," in ibid., 18.

26 Brickner,|s Germany Incurable304.

?" Ibid., 305.For a comprehensive overview of the relevance of the psychiatric principle, see
Uta Gerhardt, "A Hidden Agenda of Recovery The Psychiatric ConceptualizatioReof
education for Germany in the United States During World War@gfman Historyl4 (1996):

297 324.

28 "Germany After the W& Round Table 1945 American Journal of Orthopsychiatril
(1945): 383.The lengthy text in this journal is a verbatim reprint of the short summary and ten
appendices ahe Report on the Conference Gar
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According to Brickner's report, the conference came to the conclusion
that the psychocultural approach could provide guidelines for policies to
overcome German elitism and ranisThe nine appendices of the report,
apart from Brickner's own, mainly contained parts of the memoranda by
Frank, Mead, and Parsons, as edited by Brickner. The conference report built
on Mead's distinction between an idealistic and a materialistic amnpof
the dualistic German national character. This distinction underlay Brickner's
explication of German paranepone nationalism and inspired Parsons to
compare various applications of soesaience knowledge regarding
"controlled institutional charey”

Whereas Parson's solution for "The Problem of Controlled Itistital
Change" was only briefly mentioned in the chapter carrying his title phrase,
his detailed recommendations entered into other chapters, where they
became the central message of teport. Under the heading, "Loitgrm
Procedures in the Management of Germany," four institutional areas found
unsuitable for deliberate democratization were discussed: the tiethata
sector, the German home, the civil service, and the demilitarizéze pot
contrast, under the heading, "Political and Economic Considesd’
changes in the occupatioretonomic realm were advocated for military
government policy. If political and economic progress could beerfed,
military government could prevena return to aggressiygaranoid
nationalism in Germany, which otherwise might arise out @dwecational
economic controls. For their part, Americans should limit their control and
allow Germans to administer as much as possible themselves. Americans
should also resist the temptation to see the Germans as misguided
underdogs, an excuse that they would employ soon enough.

many After the Warwritten in November 1944nd classified as confidential. Among the
conference's consultants was the psychoanalyst Erik Erikson, who had interpreted the idealization
of Hitler as a neapsychiatric loss of a sense of reality in German youth. Letter frdifoéa to
Members of the Joint Committee on Postwar Planning, by Erik Homburger EriksorR&pers

of Talcott Parsons, Harvard University Archives, Cambridge, Mass. (hereafter cited as Parsons
papers), HUG (FP) 15.2, box 10, folder "Conference oreany after the War." For the
statement of Alvan LBarach,another participant in the conference who was an associate
professor of clinical medicine at Columbia University's College of Physicians and Surgeons, see
Alvan L. Barach,"The Conference Statemieis Inadequate," 1, in ibid.
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Parsons's extensive memorandum outlining the principles for German
reconstruction was written or rewritten as a reaction to thealked
Morgenthau PlaR’ He contended that to dedustrialize Germany
completely would inadvertently destroy the last bastion of Westernized
democratic social structure on which-a@ducation efforts could build.
Reviewing various fields of potential culalrchange, such as the family,
school, goernment, and economy, he insisted that, for three reasons, only
the economyffered a reasonable chance for controlled institutional change.
First, the economioccupational realm was under the jurisdiction of the
Allies, who could easily use their power in the interest of institutional
innovation. Second, the economy provided the best possibilities to cloak re
education efforts. And third, other institutional areas would eventually be
changed indirectly through eh allpervasive impact of industrial
occupational readaptations. Parsons identified the economy as the "clear"
area where Gearany could be aligned to the Western democracies, and he
recommended full employment as the best strategy for attaining peace in
postwar Ganany:

The essential thing is that there should be a policyfostering a highly
productive, futlemployment, expanding economy for Germany. The inherent
tendencies of the modern, industrial economy are such that if this is achieved, its
influence on institutional change will be autditally in the right directior?

According to this concept, Germans would shed their notorious aggressive
ness and evolve into cooperative neighbors among the nations of Europe.
Parsons advocated three types @dntrol to facilitate controlled
institutional change: regressive, permissive, and direct. By regressive control
was meant any policy that halted further regression of social institutions
from a rationalegal type authority to a traditional one. Exampkre
stopping the inadvertent strengthening of the civil ser{dcmkerclass) or
big industry and repressing militarism in order to ensure that American
military governrment measures meant justice rather than revenge. This
message also needed

2 For Parsons's understanding, k& Gerhardt, "Talcott Parsons and the Tfarmsation of
German Society at the End @forld War II," European Sociological Revie®t? (1996):esp.
310G113.

% Talcott Parsons, "The Problem®@bntrolled Institutional Change" (194%), Gerhardt, ed.,
Parsons on National Socialisr814.
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to be coneyed to the Germans. Permissive control included the deliberate
encouragement of activities and orientations most likely to increase
Germans' sense of independence and capacity for responsibility. The
economieoccupational realm lent itself best to thype of control, since it
could easily be directed by the military government. Direct control meant
punisiment for crimes against humanity, a ban on -8etnitism, the
elimination of all insignia or ideas of a "master race," and the persecution of
the Naziworldview wherever it resurfaced.

These types of control, Parsons maintained, would be particularly
instrumental in separating the idealistic from the materialistic component of
the German national character. Whereas direct control repressed expressions
of idealistic tendencies, permissive control would redirect the materialistic
component. By basing German work ethics on achievement and equality of
opportunity, the materialistic tendencies of the national character would be
even further removed from idestic sentimentalism and could no longer be
made a vehicle of nationalist imperialiSmin this way, Parsons expected
controlled institutional change within the economy to prompt the entire
national character of Germans to lose its duality and shed ibsiously
belligerent aggressiveness.

Regarding changes in the economy, the memorandum for the Brickner
conference merely suggested that cartels and monopolies in Germdryindus
should be replaced by smaltale enterprises engaged in genuinely
competitive capitalisn?> Parsons's memoranda for the FEA were more
specific and actiomriented. Foremost was the idea that reparations taken
from German industry should not cripple its productive capacity, and yet
assure the thorough demilitarization of the countsy i ndustri al p o
feel

3L For the reasons why the "econoroiccupational structure” was "the most promising as a
lever of institutional change," see ibid., 313.

32 Although Brickner'sdea was that reducation involved finding and extending the "clear"
in Germany (individuals and social institutions), and although this idea was widely publicized in
the press after the appearance of his bisoksermany Incurablethe press in 1945 didot
automatically follow the lead of some of the conference's participants, such as Talcott Parsons.
The American public in April 1945 was not convinced that Germany's economic reconstruction
was the best strategy to attain future world peace. Cf. thdeaftom theNew York Posbf
Friday, 27 April 1945, in Parsons papers, HUG (FP}5.2, box 10, folder "Conference on
Germany after the War."
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very strongl vy, o he stated I n t he s u
presumably written fofFranz Neumanrand preserved among the papers
relating to his consultancy with the
prevented from idustrial and commercial development, but should be
encouraged in those lines which are compatible with the policy of economic
disarmane n¥* . o

Parsons adopted two proposals that were compatible with economic
disarmament. Opposing separation of the Rito&r area from Germany, a
proposal discussed at th&otsdam Conference, he recommended
international control of Rhir®uhr under the jurisdiction of the United
Nations. Otherwise, German revanchism could be reawakened. International
control might teach the Gmans "right on their own doorstep" how a
successful democratic system functiofied.

The second proposal concerned the type of economy envisioned for
Germany. Economic disarmament, Parsons observed, needed to include not
only such measures as dismantlindustrial equipment but also a bprent
for a peacetime economy that would likely produce consumer goods for
export. The foreign currency yielded by the sale of exports wassaygder
purchasing raw materials and paying for food imports.

He introducedhe idea that sma#icale capitalism based on achievement
values in a strictly demilitarized economy could provide the "clear" area
needed for successful democratizatitd@ommenting on the FEA Disar

% From the text, it appears likely that the addressee shared the vilaxoforkheimer,
Frederick Pollock, andthers that "late capitalism" was the driving force behind Nazism's
ascendancy to power, and the Nazi regime itself. The paper is preserved in Parson's papers among
those documenting his consultancy with the FEA Enemy Branch. For the position of the
FranKurt school, sedax Horkheimer, "DieJudenandEuropa,"Zeitschrift fir Sozialforschung
(1939): 11537, and Frederick Pollock, "State Capitalism: Its Possibilities and Llions"
Studies in Philosophy and Social ScieBgd941): 20025; Neumann'sgsition is elaborated in
Behemotl{repr., New York, 1963), 22B61, and 58i7624.

% Memorandum from Parsons to Philip M. Kaiser, commenting on the FEA Disarmament
Plan (draft of 6Aug.), 17 August 1945, 6, in Parsons papers, HUG {FB.2, box 9.

% See daft paper entitled "The Social and Psychological Aspects of the F.E.A. Disarmament
Program," apparently addressed to the FEA's deputy director Arthur Bums, in ibid.



52 Uta Gerhardt

mament Plan, he wrote in a memorandum to the a{geptanning director,
Philip Kaiser:

The right kind of repressive action can have positive functional value in
facilitating the process of reorientation, while conversely the right kind of
“"leniency" can have a repressive effect This statement may sauvadopcal, yet

in a sense it ithe key to the whole problefh.

The use of the psychiatric concept ofeducation made it possible to
visualize the "clear" as a method of cultural reconstruction. Parsons
translated this principle into a plea for an emmitc policy that would have
the hidden, londerm consequence of changing German national character.
Parsons's memoranda for the FEA became known to and were taken
seriously by a group of economists in the State Department. Beginning in
October 1945, thigroup not only influenced the development of economic
conditions in the immediate postwar period, but they also helped ttiatego
the terms of economic exchange among European countries during
preparations for the European Recovery Progfamdeed, thevastly sue
cessful Marshall Plan, as outlined in the Germany and Austria Division of
the State Department, eventually spurred the establishment of the Euro

% Memorandum from Parsons to Kaiser, 17 August 1945, 2, in Parsons papers, HUG (FP)
152, box 9. Kaiser recollected later that Parsons discussed these issuesi@ty omeetings on
successive Saturdays in July and August 1945 with a group of experts who were engaged in
drafting various measures of rdiitarization and decartellization fohé¢ German economy.
Parsons wrote his memoranda to sum up these discussions for further use of the participants
(personal communication).

%" The personal connections between the FEA Enemy Branch and its successor agency in the
State Department (Germany andiskia Section) are so far only partly known. Some of the
former FEA Enemy Branch staff were transferred to this section after the FEA closed in October
1945. 1t is likely that former FEA personnel were among the group of economists who drafted the
Clayton memorandum outlining the main conceptERPin the spring of 1947; they may also
have participated in the Paris conference, where the scope and teBR® wfere definitively
established. Thomas Blaisdell, Leo Fowler, Charles P. Kindleberger, Paul, Rodewalt W.

Rostow may have been members of this group, although confirmation of their participation in
both agencies, and in the discussions with Parsons at the FEA, is pending. On the Marshall Plan,
see Matthew J. Hogaithe Marshall Plan: America, Brin, and theReconstructiorof Western
Europe, 19471952(Cambridge, 1987).
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pean Economic Community (Treaty of Rome, 1958). The institutions of the
EEC and NATO (founded,949; German entry, 1955) marked the ldagn
outcome of the policy of reducation. This policy promoted a cpatitive
capitalist industrialism that made Germany a member of thepEaro
economic system, and it helped to integrate a reconstructed Bemta a
transatlantic community of nations.

A broad range of policies of American military government in Germany
were derived from the two principles of-eelucation; namely, enhancing
and encouraging the "clear" and entrusting Germans with ash muc
responsibility as possible in programs leading to their (re)democratization.
These policies were often evaluated as having been more or less suitable for
their apparent purpose: to control remaining vestiges of Nazism and to lay
the groundwork for postwasociety as early as 194%.With their
comprehenive scope and vague objectives, these policies were often
vehemently daacked by poorly informed critics. Yet they served the same
ambitious aim of German democratization supported by the same critics.
However, blunt indoctrination in the name of-@ducation had little in
common with these policies, despite accusations to the cofitr@heir
long-term function was to change surreptitiously the Germans' national
character.

% Even shortly after World War II, and even by personnel engaged in the U.S. military
government in Germany, these policies were misinterpreted; they were called wholly or partly
inadequate by, among others, Marshétlappen,And Call It PeacgChicago, 1947)Gustav
Stolper, German Realities(New York, 1948); Freda UtleyThe High Cost of Vengeance
(Chicago, 1949); and James Stewart MadihHonorable Mern(Chicago, 1950).

% Criticism became commonplace in the German literature @dueation. See Kafrnst
BungenstabErziehungzur Demokratie?Re Educationim Bildungsweserder US-Zone 1945
1949 (Dusseldorf, 1970); Jutta LangeQuassowski, Neuordnung oder Restauration? Das
Denvokratiekonzepider amerikanischemBesatzungsmacht und dpolitische Sozialisation der
WestdeutschefOpladen, 1979)ManfredHeinemann, edmerziehungund WiederaufbawDie
Bildungspolitikder BesatzungsmaéachiteDeutschlandind Osterreichi{Stuttgart, $81).
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Ten policies or programs ofé¢hJ.S. military government were based on
the principles of reeducation. The first principle of #+&ducation, to find and
enhance the "clear," spurred the following policies and programs:

"WHITE LISTS": The Handbook of Military Government for Germany
Prior to Defeat orSurrendel’ referred to committed arNazis who could
be entrustd with responsibility in the political, educational, and other fields.
These persons were sought out and contacted by the Counterintelligence
Corps:* while the Psychological Wfare Division usually suggested
particular funtions for them. Among these highly committed young officers
were sociolgists, such as Edward Hartshorne, Edward Shils, or Morris
Janowitz. Pesonalities on the White List fdtleidelbergto name but a few
were Karl Jaspers, Alfred/eber,andTheodor Heuss.

INFORMATION CONTROL DIVISION (ICD) SCREENIN&* In Bad
Orb near Frankfurt am Main, the ICD Screening Center used psychiatric
methods, suitably adapted, to identify genuine 4Mamis or antiNazis
amongapplicants for licenses to edit a newspaper or run a publishing house.
For instance Axel Springer,who later became a newspaper tycoon, was
postively evaluated by ICD before being given a press license.

PARTIES AND ELECTIONS: New parties were allowedlte formed
and elections in the American occupational zone were organized on the basis
of the "grassoots" principle® Since it was assumed that aNtzis were

% The Handbook of Military Government for Germany Prior to Defeat or Surrefidésh
ington, Dec. 1944) emerged from two years of meticulous work in the German Country Unit at
Bushy Park, London, under the directorship of Yale political scientistléiZink. It supposedly
underwent decisive changes after Moithem alleged in August 1944 that it was too lenient in its
evaluation of Ganany's imperialism and guilt. No detailed analysis of the changes in the hand
book after this date have been maddar, it is unknown whether a copy of the July 1944 version
of the handbook still exists, because all editions before December 1944 were ordered to be
destroyed.

*1 For interesting details on the work of the CIC in finding the wiited Gemans, seéan
Sayer and Douglas BottingThe American Secret Army: The Untold Story of the
Counterintelligence Corpd.ondon, 1989).

*2 See David M. LevyNew Fields of PsychiatrfNew York, 1947), and idem, "AnNlazis:
Criteria of Differentiation,'Psychiatryl1(1948): 12%67.

43 Substantial details on this topic are found in Caffriedrichand AssociatesAmerican
Experiences in Military Government in World WaKMNew York, 1948)Friedrichwas adviser to
Clay twice for a thregto sixmonth period, when he



American Sociology and German-Béducation 55

more likely to have survived as inconspicuous citizens in small towns rather
than in big cites, elections were first held in the smallest municipalities,
were these noiazis could get elected. Elections for statean(d)
parliaments were scheduled last, which enabledNumis elected to local
office to campaign for a seat in parliament. In they, the establishment of
new parties at the local leekt the grass roadsand the careful scheduling

of elections became the hallmarks of German politic&decatior’’ In his

memoirs, (Deputy) Military Governdcucius D. Clay emphasized that the

new@G@r man political i nstitutions were t

popul ar support®and understanding. o

The point, however, was not only to bring out and enhance but also to create
the "cleard the rationale behind the following programs:

PRISONEROFRWAR INSTRUCTION: In prisoneof-war camps in the
United States, young Germans were taught the ideals and practices of
democratic group leadersHip.Various postwar movements, such as the
literary "Gruppe47," originated with these ventures.

INFORMATION CENTERS (Amerikahauser): Information Centers were
edablished beginning in 1945 to give Germans a chance to inform
themselves about democratic structures and practices. Germans would
thereby see for themselves that democracy worked better than dictatorship.
In addition, concerts and other cultural events at the Amerikahdauser would
prove that democracy lacked none of the pleasures of connoisseurship or
relaxation.

wason a leave of absence from Harvard in 1946 and 1948. Sekwass D. Clay, Decision in
Germany(Garden City, NJ.,1950).

4 Moses Moskowitz, "The Political Reéducation of the Germans: The Emgpence of Parties
and Politics inWurttemberg BaderfMay 1945 June 1946),"Political Science Quarteri61
(1946): 53561.

> Clay, Decision in German88.

*® For a contemporary description of principles and programs, see Curt Bondy, "Observations
and Reeducation of German Prisoners of Watdrvard Eductional Review 14 (1944): 1219;
Henry Ehrmann,"An Experiment in Political Education: The PrisomdsWar Schools in the
United States,'Social Researchi4 (1947): 30420. Bondy and Ehrmann had fled Nazi Germany
and were therefore familiar with both democracy in thnited States and Germany'stoné of
authoritarianism. Incidentally, one of the program advisers was Richard Brickner.
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EXCHANGE PROGRAMS: Exchange programs operated on the same
basis as Information Centers. Starting 1946, scholars, students,
administrators, politicians, and many others were invited to learn how
democratic instittions functioned from personal experience in the United
States.

THE GERMAN YOUTH ASSISTANCE (GYA) PROGRAM was
founded in June 1945 andrmally established in November 1945. It
officially brought together American soldiers and German youth to play
baseball or to do handicraftSBut its unofficial purpose was to demonstrate
that democratic group structures could be efficient, and thatingprlr
playing together meant fun, unlike the kind of martial games organized
previously for Nazi youth. Young Germans joined the various programs by
the millions. They obviously accepted GYA's unofficial objective that
German youth be wead from Nazi imdloctrination and introduced to
nonauthoritarian group dulre*®

TRADE UNIONS: Clay recalls in his memoirs how he pushed for the
redoration of trade unions. Since they represented an important element of
genuine democracy, defending the rights of worlkagainst those of their
employers, particularly in big industry, American military government gave
unions all possible help to see them firmly established.

The second principle of reducation as it was derived from psychiatry and
reinterpreted by sociadcience concerned Germans' participation in their
own reorientation. The idea was that the Germans should be forced or
enticed not only to take part in measures of reconstruction but also to
participate in dealing with the Nazis. At the same time, the w&pected

to take advantage of the institutional changes that were to give them
independence and responsibility while surreptitiously undermining their
entrenched domiancesubmissiveness. The following two measures
exemplify this principle.

DENAZIFICATION: To preempt Germans' tendency not to identify
with Allied measures of punishing Nazis for their crimes, the "Law of
Liberation from National Socialism and Militarism,"” enacted on March 5,
1946, made

*" SeeClay, Decision inGermany 64f.,228.

* Uta Gerhardt, "R&emokratisierung nach 194%m Spiegel der zeitgendssischen
Sozialfaschung und sozialwissenschaftlichen Literatur,'Geselschaftlicher Umbruch 1945
1990,ed. Uta GerhardindEkkehart Mochman(Munich, 1992), esp. 290,46 52.
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Germans a vital part of the system of denazificatidribunals
(Spruchkammen The idea was to make Germans take responsibility for
Nazi crimes as they were dealt with in court. Such German patrticipation in
bringing Nazis to justice was intended to prevent them from washing their
hands of the Nazi regimehile disavowing Nazisrf\’

GEWERBEFREIHEIT(freedom to practice a trade): If capitalism was to
represent a liberating force, every German was to have a stake in it. This
program spurred regulations for freedom of economic activity, opening up
work opportunties for native Germans, refugees, and expellees alike. Free
trade became an important forerunner of sisedlle capitalism as it took
advantage of the export markets opening up througBR=°

This brief overview illustrates the integration of the tprnciples derived
from psychiatry into the ten policies or programs eédeication after World
War Il. Sociology's role was to translate the principles of enhancing the
“clear" and enrolling German participation into a set of guidelines for
political planning and economic recovery. This role of sociology provided a
remarkably successful impulse for transforming charisniedtitional
totalitarianism into rationalegal democracy.

Little of this story has been told openly in the many memoirs written by
military government officials. Clay, who adhered to both principles of re
education in almost every field of policy in which American military
government had input, did not acknowledge any debt whatsoever to
sociologcal or psychiatric ideas. In his menmihe credited the change of
"German consciousness" rather to the "strategy of truth,” that is, the
technique of truthful information that had been official practice since it was
introduced

“°For an adequate account of the American effortEe®r Plischke, "Denatfication: Law
and Procedure," in Johnsen, ddilemma of Postwar Germany45 60. German tendencies to
criticize denazification as inadequate while refusing to participatewerié observed closely in
various surveys conducted by the Information Control Divisiontse€y Analysis Branch. For a
description of this research, see Gerhardt;DRenokratisierungnach1945," 32 39.

* The mixed reactions to these measures are documentkgrinann JoseRupieper,
Wurzelnder westdeutschen Nachkriegsdemokrébpladen, 193), 36 "3; see als€hristoph
Boyer, "'Deutsche Handwerksordnung' und 'ztigellosev&befreiheit',"in Von Stalingrad zur
Wahrungsreform ed. Martin Broszat,Klaus Dietmar Henke,and Hans Woller (Munich,
1992),44967.
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in 1943 in the Office of War Information and the Psychologi¥alfare
Divisions?>*

°L Clay, Decision in Germany281i 82. For the Office of War Information's policy of
"strategy of truth" during the war and the beginning of PWD's(re)demzatiati of Germany,
see Carl JFriedrich,"Issues of Informational StrategyPublic Opinion Quarterly7 (1943): 77
89, and DanieLerner, Psychological Warfare Against Nazi Germdilew York, 1949).



German Literature, Year Zero:
Writers and Politics, 1945/ 1953

Stephen Brockmann

In Serbian writer Milorad Pavic's novebhndscape Painted With Teane
character, referring to the situation of the younger generation in Germany
after 1945, suggests that because of the older generation's complete
bankruptcy, the younger generation is in a position to dominate and control
German culture for many decades to come. In Germany, according to Pavic's
character, who is advising a member @& fflounger generation on where it
is best to live, "they'll be looking for younger people, who bear no
responsibility for the defeat; the generation of fathers has lost the game
there; there it's your generation's moveCbntroversial German historian
Erng Nolte has likewise suggested that the memory of Germany's "Third
Reich" is being used for moral and political purposes by a younger genera
tion "in the ageold battle with 'their fathers®'The American literary
scholar Harold Bloom has sought to ddseriiterary progress itself as a kind
of primal Freudian scene in which a younger generation is constantly
seeking, metaphorically, to "kill" its fathers and to escape from what Bloom
called the "anxiety of influencé.'Of course Bloom knew very well that
such an escape was impossible.

On the surface, Pavic's scenario for postwar German culture would seem
to have plausibility. If literary generations really do behave like Freud's
primal horde, in which brothers band together to kill the father, then the

! Milorad Pavic,Landscape Painted with T¢Blew York,1990),41.

2 Ernst Nolte, "Vergangenheitje nicht vergehemvill. Eine Rededie geschrieben, aber nicht
gehalten werden konnteih "Historikerrstreit". Die Dokumentation deiKontroverse um die
Einzigartigkeitder nationalsozialistischedudenvernichtungMunich, 1987), 3B47; here, 41.

% Harold Bloom,The Anxiety of Infuence: A Theory of Podidgw York, 1973).
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collapse of the Third Reich and the death of Hitler would seem to have
posed an unparalleled opportunity for staking a new literary and cultural
claim. While we find no specific German references thupunktor a
StundeNull in 1945, we do find many dexfations by members of a younger
generation decrying the bankruptcy of the older generation and indeed of the
entire German cultural tradition. "Our hatred, the hatred of the younger
generation, has the justification of unconditional necessity," decldfestl A
Andersch during the Nuremberg Trials in 1946.

Declarations such as this one have come to be seen as part of a
specifically literary zero hour associated with the first generation of Group
47 writers centered around the figureH#ns WerneRichter,born in 1908.
Among the most famous of these declarations of the moral bankruptcy of an
older generation is Richter's own juxtaposition of a corrupt but all too
voluble older generation with a morally intact but silent younger generation.
"Rarely in the Istory of any country ... has such a spiritual gap between two
generations opened up as now in Germany,” wrote Richter in 1946.
Admitting that his younger generation was as yet relatively silent, Richter
wrote:

Yes, this generation is silent, but it isesit not because it is without a clueisit

silent not becase it has nothing to say or camwt find the words that are

necessary in order to say what has to be said. It is silent because it thefnite

feeling that the discrepancy between a humastence that is threatened and the

comfortable problems of the older generation thatdmesrged from its Olympic

silence after twelve years is too big to be bridged. It knows that the image of

human existence that the older generatidreiited from its érefathers and which

it would now like to erect again can no longer be biiiknows that this image is

permanently destroyed. Paps the younger generation knows this only

intuitively, but it knows:

Richter's specific declaration that the silenceéhaf younger generation was

not a result of having nothing to say or being "clueleg@stlos) suggested
precisely the opposite: that in fact the younger generation was without a
spiritual compass and unable to say anything meaningful about the situation
in which it found itself.

* Alfred Andersch, "Ntwendige Aussage zum Niirnberger Prozéet Rufl, no. 1 (Aug.
1946); reprinted in Der Ruf. Eine deutsche Nachkriegszeitschef. Hans Schwabelisch
(Munich, 1962), 2629.

® Hans Werner Richter, "Warum schweigt die junge GeneratiBe?"Rufl, no. 2 (1 Sept
1946),reprintedin SchwabFelisch, ed.Der Ruf 29i 33.
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Of course the younger generation was not alone in its inability to
understand the current situation. No less gure than the distinguished
historian Friedrich Meinecke had suggested in his bodke German
Catastrophe published in 1946, that it might never be possible to
understand fully what had happened to Germany during the Third Reich, and
that "the problems we are faced with today and the catastrophe we have
expegienced force our feeling to go far beyond all previous disasf this
sort.'

But Richter tried to make a virtue out of what seemed an unpleasant
necessity. He painted a picture of radical discontinuity and a break in the
cultural tradition that precisely describes the most radical vision of a zero
point:

Faced with the smokeblackened picture of this European landscapeumfs, in

which human beings wander aimlessly, cut loose from all outdaieds, the

value systems of the past turn pale and lifeless. Any possibilitgprafecting up

with what went before, gnattempt to begin again where the older generation left

its continuous developmental path in 1933 in ordesuwender to an irrational
adventure, seems paradoxical in the face of this European picture.

Richter concluded,

Because of the complete disltioa of life feeling, because of the violence of the
experiences that have become a part of and that have shaken the younger
generation, this generation believes that the only possible starreespiritual

rebirth lies in an absolute and radical new beiig’

While Richter's words are noteworthy for the radicalness of their intention to
break with tradition, it is significant that he made no attempt to describe
precisely how such a break can be accomplished, let alone to address the
question of whetheat beginning ex nihilo is humanly possible.

Three years later Alfred Andersch, born in 1914, declared:

Because of the dictates of a completely unprecedented situatiogpuinger
generation stands before a tabula rasa, before the necessity of

® Friedrich Meinecke, Die deutscheKatastrophe(Wiesbaden, 1946), 5, cited hyolfgang
Benz, "Wissenschaft oderAlibi? Die Etablierung der Zeitgeschichtejh Wissenschaft im
geteiltenDeutsschland ed. Walter H. Pehle and Peter Silldfrankurt, 1992),11.

’ SchwabFelisch, ed.Der Ruf 29i 33.
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achievingthrough an original act of creation, a renewal of Germartsaifife ?

Like Richter, Andersch suggested that,

especially for the younger generation, the collapse of the old world kesated
the feeling that there are absolutely no givens, tiseard feeling of an original
new becoming for which there are no patterns or mddels.

Such statements certainly underline the intention of a younger t¢jenera
to break with its predecessors and the past they represented. Words such as
Zwang (compulsion)and Notwendigkeit(necessity), however, point to the
fact that the new beginning is not just a question of volition; rather, the new
beginning is felt to be an assignment, a task, a mission. The renewal of
German intellectual life and the originaltaaf creation appear more as
unpleasant necessities than as lonfprdevents. As the young writer Eric
Kuby said, "We did not choose to live in this era. We have to deal with it as
we have found it*® The emphasis is on a highly undesirable situation that
the younger generation did not choose, and that it is forced to deal with
against its will. WolfdietrichSchnurreunderlined this sense of unpleasant
duty when he wrote:

We did not write because we had set ourselves the goal of becamities. We
wrote becase we felt that it was our duty to issue a warning It was not easy for us
to write; we were left completely to our own devic&ecause there was no
ethical support system, there was no literandel, there was no traditioh.

While it is clear that thelder generation will be no help in creating a new
German culture, the contours of that new culture remain nebulous and
vague.

8 Alfred Andersch,Deutsche Literatur in der Entscheidung. Ein Beitrag Zuralyse der
literarischen SituatiorfKarlsruhe, n.d. [1948]), 24.

° Ibid., 25.

19 Alexander Parlach (Erich Kuby), "Die erste und einzige Rede deutscher Jugend an ihren
Dichter," Der Ruf2, no. 25: 10; cited irAuf der Suche nach der Stunde Null. Literature und
Alltag 1945(Bad Salzdetfurth, 1991), 20.

" Uwe Schultz, ed Fiinfzehn Autoren suchen sich selbst. Modell und Provok@tiomich,

1967), 27,cited in Frank Trommler, "Der zdgernde Nachwuchs. viicklungsprobleme der
Nachkriegsliteratur in West und Ost," ifiendenzen der deutschen Literatur seit 19ddd.
Thomas Koeber (Stuttgart 1971)j1116; here,13.
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More than any other writer, perhapseinrich Boll,born in 1917, became
for both Germans and nggermans the primary represative of a younger
generation trying to face the problems of the German past and their
continuing effects on the present. Boll's 1950 short story "Stranger, Bear
Word to the Spartans We ..." ("Wanderégmmst du nach Spa ... ")
illustrates better than athyng else the younger generation's feeling of being
cut off and alienated from the past.

The story deals with a wounded young soldier's return to his home town
and former high school, which has been turned into a hospital. Although the
soldier does not low it, he has lost both arms and a leg. The entire story
relates the young man's gradual realization that he is now in his home town,
in his former high school, in his former classroom, surrounded by-once
familiar things, including even his own writing ¢ime blackboard. But these
things have become strange and foreign to the young man; he has no sense
of recognition when he sees them. This is a precise description of what is
meant by the Brechtian term "alienation" or "defamiliarizatfottiat which
Is or once was completely familiar becomes completely strange. Subject to
this alienation are not only the school with its classrooms and personnel and
the young man himself in his former status as a schoolboy, but also the
entire classical tradition of Germamrhanistic education passed on in that
school and represented not only by the breainwords "Stranger, Bear
Word to the Spartans We ..." but also by "busts of Caesar, Cicero, and
Marcus Aurelius” and a host of other cultural artifacts that represent
Gemany's view of itself as heir to Greek and Roman culture. The young
man no longer recognizes these things:

Besides, | feel nothingApart from my eyes, nothing tells me I'm in mghool, in
my old school that I left only three months agaght years inhe sane school is
a pretty long timé is it possible that after eight years owylgur eyes recognize
the place®?

What Hans WerneRichter and other proponents of the zero hour had
described as a complete and almost heroicneation of all cultural
tradition becomes foBoOll the gradual and painful recognition of a young
man's utter helplessness and isolation. Ironically, the break with the cultural
tradr

12 Heinrich Boll, "Stranger, Bear Word to the Spartans We ..., The Stories oHeinrich
Ball, trans.Leila Vennewitz (New York, 1986), 271.
23 bid., 272.
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tion begins with the fulfillment of the claigal injunction, "Know thyself!
For Boll, understading begins with selfecognition:

| lay on the operating table and saw myself quite distinctly, but very small,
dwarfed, up there in the clear glass of the light bulb, tiny and white, a narrow,
gauzecolored little bundle looking like an unusually dimative embryo: so that
was me ughere!

This very small, shrunken embryo reflected in the light bulb is the embryo of
postwar German culture, literally amputated not as an act of heroic will but
out of weakness, inability, even guilt.

From the very beginng, the zero hour of 1945 stood under the sign of
both necessity and failure. It was a possibility that might have been and
should have been but was not taken advantage of, something that ought to
have happened but did not. In 1947, one year befaeWkst German
currency reform, the journaligugenKogon wrote:

The old ways continue, they have not been eliminated; through mistakess,
weakness, and all sorts of stupidity on all sides, they are poisoning existence and
crippling our thought, ourdions, they besmirch our feelingbey overshadow

all hope®®

One year after Kogon wrote these words, an opinion poll gave drastic
confirmation of his evaluation by suggesting that 57 percent of Germans
living in the Western occupation zones believed National Socialism was
"a good idea that was only carried out wrohgiogon was one of the first
German critics to suggest that what was happening in West Germany was
more a "restoration” than a "renewal." Five years later Kogon wrote that
"restoration... exactly reflects our social condition,” suggesting that the
West German restoration implied a politics "of traditional 'values,’” means
and forms of thought, of seeming certainties, of thereation of wel
known interests as much as possible, atipsliof lack of imagination®”
Summing up the restoration almost two decades later, Kogon used words

“Ibid., 276.

> Eugen Kogon,Die unvollendete Erneuerung. Deohland im Kréaftefeld 1943963
(Frankfurt,1964), 65.

18 As cited byJirgen Kocka, "Zerstérung und Befreiung. Das Jahr 1945 als \pemkte
deutscher Geschichte," in ide@eschichte und Aufklarur(ottingen, 1989),12(9, herel27.

" Kogon, Die unvollemlete Erneuerungl46i 47.
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strikingly similar to those later adopted by literary critics in attacking the
concept of the zero hour: "The year 1945 was not the year zero. Even back
then glere was, all appearances to the contrary, no such thing as a tabula
rasa.

Similar feelings had been expressed by many others, including the
journalist Walter Dirks. Dirks was already writing about what he called "the
restorative character of the ehd in 1950, suggesting that "the-ceeation
of the old world has occurred with such force that all we can do right now is
accept it as a fact of lifé? Such sentiments even shone through in the
cultural and literary criticism of champions of the zerauthdike Hans
Werner Richter, Gustav René Hockeand Alfred Andersch when they
argued against whatlocke called German "calligraphy,” the continuing
power of an apolitical German tradition even in the face of the disaster of
1945, as well as in the Group wWriters' opposition to the immanent dion
of Europe and Germany itself into two opposing blocs. As the critic Herbert
Ihering wrote about the cultural situation in 1947, "the surface can be
moved, but at the deeper levast spirit and feeling we rump against a
hardening, almost an ossificatiofl." In 1950 Alfred Kantorowicz
proclaimed: "Our dream of the regeneration of Germany is at an end,"
asserting, in what would be a continuing refrain in the coming years, that
“"thinkers and poets, every sortiofellectually creative person, are all out in
the cold.*

The 1946 Nobel Prize for literature went to a Gerrgpeaking writer,
but not to a member of the younger generation. Instead it went toardar
Hesse,born only a year afteKonrad Adenauerin 1837, already middle
aged by the end of World War | and quite old by the end of World War II.
Hessewho had become a Swiss citizen as early as 1923, hdidhmdhis
last major novelThe Glass Bead Gamia 1943, and this book bame the
most significah work of epic literature to appear in the German language
during the 1940s, along with Thomas ManbB'sktor Faustus(1947) and
HermannBroch'sThe Death of Verg(|1945). In an analysis of the

®1pid., 5.

9 Walter Dirks,"Der restaurative Charakter der EpocHerankfurter Hefte5, no. 9 (1950):
942/ 54; here 942.

20 Cited inTrommler, "Der zégernde Nachwuchg,"

2! Cited in Keith Bullivant,The Future of German Litetare (Providence, R.l., 1994), 102,
from Alfred Kantorowicz Deutsches Tagebugciol. 1 (Munich, 1978), 647.
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situation of literature in postwar Germany, Alfred Andersch 1948
declared that through their masterpieces these three authors had proven
"Germany's belongin§Zugehdrigkeit to Atlantic culture.?® And yet all of

these authors were members of the older generation, with Mann born in
1875 and Broch in 1886.

Far frombeing a literary work that comes to terms with Nazism, Hesse's
The Glass Bead Game a celebration of pure, apolitical intellectualism, of
withdrawal from the world and monkish existence. The game of the book's
title is an exclusively mental exercise, 'dighly developed secret
language® combining theology, music, and mathematics with no bearing
whatsoever on the actual affairs of the world. As the book's narrator
describes it, the game seeks to avoid anything negative and, through playful
combinationsto achieve communion with God:

In general, aside from certain brilliant exceptions, Games with discordant,
negative, or skeptical conclusions were unpopular and at times actually forbidden.
This followed directly from the meaning the Game had acqutés height for

the players. It represented an elite, symbolic form of seeking for perfection, a
sublime alchemy, an approach to that Mind whimtyond all images and
multiplicities is one within itsed in other words, to Got.

This passage is an adequdgscription not only of HesseGlass Bead
Gamebut of the role of literature itself in German cultural conservatism. The
entire plot of Hesse's chef d'oeuvre takes place in a kind oftédéeyvorld,

a country called "Kastalien" in which neither Naz rCommunists ever
rear their heads, and in which any political involvement is decried as
feuilletonistischor "literary supplement punditry.” Indeed, tdass Bead
Game itself is invented partially as a reaction against intellectuals'
involvement with pbtics in "the era of literary supplement punditrfdas
feuilletonistische Zeitalt¢y an era that "did not really know what to do with
its spirit, or, more precisely, did not know how to give the spirit the place
and function it deserve$™

22 Andersch Deutsche Literatyrl8.

8 Hermann HessaVlagister Ludi (The Glass Bead Gamejns. Richard and Clara Winston
(New York, 1970), 6.

**Ibid., 30.

% Hermann HesseGesammelteDichtungen vol. 6 (Frankfurt, 1958), 8i788. For an
alternative English translation, seesseMagister Ludj 9.
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While it is certainly understandable that, in a period of "uncertainty and
falsehood" in which intellectuals "suddenly found" themselves "confronted
with nothingness® Hemann Hess@referred to flee from an unpleasant
reality in his writings of the Nazi period, 1943 novel is more a summary
of previous themes than a new beginnirfdesse himself seems to
acknowkdge his own weakness and inability to come to terms with the
present by ending the novel with the death of its main character, the aptly
named Josepknedt, who, while trying to keep up with a teenage pupil in a
swimming match, has a heart attack and drowns. As the young pupil realizes
that his master, the incarnation of the Glass Bead Game and hence of pure
intellectualism, has died, he also comes to wstdad that he hiself is
partially guilty for this death:

And because, in spite of all arguments to the contrary, he felt himself to be
partially guilty of his master's death, he was overcome with the holy terror of
presentiment and knew that this gwibuld change him and his life ani@émand

far greater things from him than he had ever demandedHimself %’

While this ending might justifiably be read as the signal of the inevitable
death of an older generation and the ambiguous triumph of a younger,
stronger generation that must now face the grim burden of its own victory,
the younger generation immediately after the war was in no way as strong or
as healthy as such an interpretation would suggest. On the contrary, the
younger generation was, by isvn admission, silent. One of the saddest
events in postwar German literature occurred in 1949, in the middle of
Thomas Mann's worldwide fame and adulation as a result of the publication
of Doktor Faustg. the suicide of Mann's highly talented slaus,who had
earlier had such hopes for a new Germany that would need what the younger
Mann, in his exile noveDer Vulkan(the volcano), had called "people like
us.”™ Klaus Mann's depression had been caused at least in part by bitter
disappointment about theas¢ of affairs in postwar Germany.

If Thomas MannHermann Hesseand HermannBroch dominated the
immediate postwar period in terms of respected literary production, they

%6 Hesse Gesammelte Werkgol. 6, 93.In the Winston translation, "they found themselves
suddenlyconfronting a void.'HesseMagister Ludj 14.

" HesseGesammelte WerkB43.In the Winston translatiomagister Ludj 394.

%8 KlausMann, Der Vulkan.Romanunter EmigranterfAmsterdam, 1939), 718.
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were not the only members of the older generation to be so productive. The
dominantliterary figure in West Germany throughout the 1950s was not a
member of the younger generation but rather the Gottfried Bennwho

was born, along withkKonrad Adenaueand HermannBroch, in 1886, and
whose Statische Gedichtbad been published in 184In philoshy the
dominant figures were Martirleidegger(bom in the same year as Hitler,
1889) and, to a lesser extent, Karl Jaspers (born in 1883). Thnatutite
1950s it was an apolitical existentialism, not political engagement or coming
to terns with the past, that dominated literary production. "But that is
politics, that is poppycock!" declares one GerrBadungsburgerto another

in a satirical story byrranzFihmann about the postwar period. Surrounded
by bookshelves filled with the litary celebrities of the 195@sT.S. Eliot,

Albert Camus, Ezra PoundRudolf Binding, and Ernst Jinged this
character is expressing a typical flight from difficult political and social
questions toward universal, timeless, existentialist vagueness. Advising his
friend to steer clear of politics, the Soviet zone, and questions about the past,
this homme de lettresvho sits comforbly in West Berlin sipping Neafe

while rhapsodizing in Heideggerian terms about the universal, suggests that
a young postwar writeshould return to the Middle Ages:

"Do you know what, you ought to write a dance of death, that woujdsbgour

style, a terrible, demonic dance of death that would grasp the whole apocalypse of
our time," he said and drank his Negctif the bottom, "he whole apocalypse,"”

he repeated and put his cup back, "the aloneness of the human creature, the
despair, the remorselessness, ttireistoutness Geworfenseih..” He wiped the
whipped cream from hisouth?®

In an address to the German people in 194 wiriterFranzWerfel had
advised Germans, "Think back with humility and gratefulness to your great
and holy masters, who will be your witnesses in eternity. Only ¢haytake
the shame away from you®’To think back to the great masters, especially
to Goetled this was for many the lesson of World War Il. Not a zero hour,
in other words, but rather a return to eternal verities.

? FilhmannPas Judenaut¢1962; 2d ed. Leipzigl987)159 60.

%0 Franz Werfel, "An das deutsche VollBayerische Landeszeitun2b May 1945, rerinted
in Bernhard Zellergd., "Als der Krieg zu Ende war". Literarisgbolitische Publizistik 1945
1950(Munich, 1973)24.
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Thus Meinecke proposed dealing with the moral catastrophe of German
fascism by establishing cells Goetheadmirers throughduthe country**
while in Frankfurt city fathers responded to the destruction of their city and
of Goethe's house itself with a very literal reconstruction and restoration of
the house, as if it had never been destroyed. In spite of critics' complaints
thatsuch a restoration amounted to nothing less than a falsification and a lie
that would prevent Germans from recognizing the extent of their moral and
cultural catastrophe, Frankfurt's city fathers insisted on the recatistrifc
One of the first major iellectual debates in Germany after the war was the
debate between Karl Jaspers &mndstRobert Curtius about Goethe's role in
contemporary German culture, in which Jaspers dared to question Goethe's
continuing significance, while the outraged Curtiusnalenced such
guestioning as "an attack dhoethethat is both subaltern and arrogant,”
amounting to an attack on German culture itSelf.

Many German intellectuals seemed insistent on behaving as if Hitler, the
Third Reich, and the Holocaust had nevepp@ed. It has been well
documented that most fields of humanistic scholg8hirom philosophy,
socology, and lierary studies to history itsélffollowed more or less the
sametraditions they had before 1945, only eliminating specifically Nazi
ideology. Suggesting that "the facts are as clear as they are unbelievable,”
the phiosopherHelmut Fahrenbach has described the immediate postwar
situgion in philosophy as an almost willful failure to address the major
prodems posed by recent German histtias f nothing had happened™
As

31 Jost HermandKultur im WiederaufbauDie Bundesrepublik Deutschland 194965
(Frankfurt, 1989),71; Trommler, "Der zégernde Nachwuchs," 10; Anton Kaes, "Literatur und
nationale Identitat. Kontroversen um Goethe 1945" in Kontroversen, alte und neue. Akten des
VII. Internationalen GermastenKongressedlO, ed. Albrecht Schone (Tubingen, 1986), 199
206; andAnton KaesFrom Hitler to Heimat: The Return of History asilm (Cambridge, Mass.,
1989), 13.

32 Bettina Meier, "Goethe in Triimmern. Der Streit um den Wiederaufbau des Goethehauses
in Frankfurt,” in Jochen Vogt,Erinnerung ist unsere Aufgabe". Uber Literatur, Moral und
Politik 1945 1960 (Opladen, 1991), 2810. See also Klaus Schwab, "Zum Goethdt," in Zur
literarischen Situation 1949949 ed. GehardHay (Kronberg, 1977), 24(%1.

¥ Citedin Zeller, ed.,'Als der Krieg zu Ende war498.

% Helmut Fahrenbach, "Nationalsozialismus und der Neuanfang ‘westdeutscher Philosophie'
1945 1950," in PehlandSillem, eds.Wissenschaft im geteilt&eutschland109 10.
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Hannah Arendt remarked when she visited Germany in 1950, "everywhere
one notices that there is no reaction to what has happened, but it is hard to
say whether that is due to an intentional refusal to mourn or whetheret is th
expression of a genuine emotional incapacityThe writer StefanHeym

noted in October 1945 that "the ability to stick one's head in the sand and
close oneself off from unpleasant facts is a protective mechanism of the
human soul?® In anger at this betvior BertoltBrechtspoke of Germans'
"goodnatured cluelessness, the shamelessness, that they were simply
continuing on as if it were only their houses that had bestrayed.?’ As
TheodorW. Adorno wrote in the journaFrankfurter Hefte in 1950, "the

word Qgs not yet gotten out that culture in the traditional sense of the word is
dead.

Once again it was the writéteinrich Bollwho was able to capture this
ostrichlike behavior most memorably in his satirical short story "Christmas
Not Just Once a Ya&" ("Nicht nur zur Weihnachtszeit")in which the
primary psychological effect of World War Il and its brutal interruption of
the traditional German family Christmas ceremony on the narrator's aunt is
her inability to accept the fact that "Christmas cofmesonce a year." As
the narrator reflects, "the war was registered by my Aunt Milla merely as a
force that began as early as Christmas 1939 to jeopardize her Christmas
tree.® As a result of this trauma, Aunt Milla becomes obsessed with
restoring the Chstmas ceremony exactly as she remembered it from before
the war. She cannot let Christmas come to an end. If the Christmas tree is
taken away she becomes hysterical. And because of Aunt Milla's refusal to
accept the reality of time, her entire family begian elaborate ritual,
celebrating Christmas 365 times a year, decorating Christmas trees and
consuming

% Cited in Kaes,From Hitler to Heimat 83, from Hannah Arendt, "Besuch in Deutschland
1950,"in Zur Zeit. Polnische EssayBerlin, 1986), 44.

% Citedin Zeller, ed.!'Als der Krieg zu Ende war28.

37 Max Frisch, Erinnerungen an Brech{Berlin, 1968), 14;cited by Frank Tranmler,
"Emigration und Nachkriegsliteratur. Zum Problem der geschichtlichen mdotitt," in Exil und
innere Emigrationed. Reinhold GrimnandJost HermandFrankfurt, 1972),1737; here173.

% Theodor W. Adorno, "Auferstehung der Kultur in Deutschiénd Adorno,Kritik. Kleine
Schriften Zur Gesellschefferankfurt, 1971), 2083; here,23.

39 Heinrich Boll, "ChristmasNot JustOncea Year,"in Storiesof Heinrich Boll, 421.



German Literature 71

Christmas candy at an alarming rate. Gradually this mendacious ritual begins
to erode the basis for family life completely.

Aunt Milla is the satirially exaggeratedepresentative of a society
incapable of recognizing what has happened to it, and the family's elaborate
ceremonies echo a world in which economic power is used to create a lying
facade behind wbh the truth is safely hiddéfl.For Heinrich Béll the
primary moral task of any writer and any human being was to face reality,
not to hide from it. He wrote, "Reality is like a letter that is addressed to us,
but which we allow to lie around unopened.” Failure to face reality is fatal,
aa:ﬁrdingto Boll, because human beings can live only in reality or not at
all.

Despite the dominance of an apolitical worship of traditiondtuce
immediately after World War I, many representatives of the younger
generéion sought a thoroughgoing politicizati of literature that would
break the old German separation betw&aist and Macht. Theo Pirker
argued that "the modern poet sees his task precisely in the portrayal of social
reality, in making visible the real fate that is so hard to grasp because of
constant motion, i.e. the political fate of society." Pirker suggested that the
writer's goals "are political, not aesthetic, they are collective and not
individual, they are related to content, not to form." The writer, argued
Pirker, was "the epitome ofehselfconscious human being in a society that
is only begiming to become conscious of itself."

Similarly, Erich von Kahlersuggested that, "yes, the spiritual human
being will become militant, he will even have to join together with others
like himselfif he wants to make his voice heard, he will have to become
more and moreblitical'."*

The belief that literature should become political |E€distav Reé
Hocke and Alfred Andersch to argue against what they called "German
calligraphy" in the pages oféir journalDer Ruf.Heinrich Béllalso argued
against the aesthetic solipsism of a literature unconcerned with human

40 BerndBalzer, "HeinrichBolls Werke. Anarchie undartlichkeit," in Heinrich Boll, Werke.
Romane unérzéhlungen I: 194i71952(Cologne, 1987), [11]187]; here [41].

*1 Heinrich Boll, "Der Zeitgenosse undie Wirklichkeit," in idem, ErzéahlungenHéorspiele
AufsétzegCologne, 1961), 34418.

“2 Cited in Hay, ed.Zur literarischenSituation, 8.

*3 Cited in Ulrike Gollnick, "Thomas MannReprasentant der Nachkriegszeiif?'Hay, ed.,
Zur literarischenSituation 207.



72 Sephen Brakmann

reality in his first major postwar essay, "In Praise of Rubble Literature" from
1952, in which he called such aesthetic solipsism thekwaf the
"blindman'sbuff writer" (BlindekuhSchiftsteller), who, instead of
reflecting human reality in his work, tries to create with his work a new
reality. "The blindman*uff writer sees into himself, he builds a world to
suit himself,"Boll wrote, arguing that the most egregious example of such
writing was Adolf Hitler with his bookMein Kampf** In suggesting this
notion, BGll was clearly connecting pure aestheticism its German
incarnation with National Socialism.

At the time, this viewpoint repsented a minority position. And yet by
the time of his death in 198Bgll had not only won the Nobel Prize but also
had become, in a sense, the widely recognized conscience of his nation.
What in 1952 had been a minority opiniomas, by the midl980s,
increaggly dominant.

The fact of political and cultural restaiion after the war and the
cortinuity of literary existentialism throughout the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s
has justifiably led critics like Frankrommlerand HansDieter Schéaferto
speak of theentire thirtyyear period from 1930 to 1960 as one of apolitical
exigentialism?® Their scholarly deconstruction of the zdrour myth, which
Is now widely accepted by literary historians, demonstrated clearly that the
year 1945 was characterized at le@stmuch by literary continuity as by a
tabula rasa. In Trommler's analysis, the year 1945 appears not as a zero hour
but rather as the chronological middle of a literary period thatapee the
Nazis' rise to power and lasted for another decade anld aftea their total
defeat. Other critics, trying to save the concept of a zero hour, have spoken
of the postwar period as a kind of political, moral, literary, and cultural
vacuum in which elements from the past survived not as a result of

4 Heinrich Boll, "Bekenntnis zurTriimmerliteratur,” in idem,Erzahlungen Hdspiele
Aufsatze339 43; here, 342.

% See the following articles by Frankrrommler. "Der 'Nullpunkt1945' und seine
Verbindlichkeit furdie Literaturgeschichte,Basis.Jahrbuch fir deutsche Gegenwditesatur 1
(1970): 925; "Der zbgernde Nachwuchs";"Emigration und Naclkriegsliteratur”;
"Nachkriegsliteratur. Eine neue deutsche Literatwitératurmagazin/ (1977): 16786. See also
HansDieter Schafer,Das gespaltene Bewultseltber deutsche Kultur und Lebenswirklichkeit
1933 1945 (Munich, 1981) particularly the chaptetzur Periodisierungler deutschen Literatur
seit1930," 55 71. For a recent reassessment, see Bullivamire of German Literature.
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some interniliterary dynamic, but rather as the product of blind, automatic
continuation in the face of spiritual crisis, in much the same way that a dead
animal can sometimes continue certain movements or growth even long after
the hour of its deatff. The dispute btween the two groups of critics
revolves less around the facts of the German political and literary situation
than around the interpretation of the relative independence of literary and
aesthetic phenomena from political phenomena.

If the year 1945 was deed not a zero hour, then there are a number of
problems to solve. First and foremost is the obvious fact that the postwar
Federal Republic of Germany has become a relatively vibrant and dutcess
democracy, the most successful democracy that Germargviea produced.

If 1945 was not a break, then at what point did the break come? When did
the National Socialist Germany become the democratic Germany that
Germans and others know today? What was the role of literature and literary
intellectuals in helpingo create such a Germany? And why is it that a
concept unknown in 1945 and rejected by most serious scholars tgdgy en
such dominance among ordinary Germans as they reflect on thecsigodf

of the year 1945?

These are questions that are far tagdaand complex to answer within
the space of a brief essay. But the possible contours of an answer are, |
would submit, suggested by the work and careeHeinrich Bdll, the
literary outsider of the 1940s and early 1950s who was to become a lionized
leacer of German letters by the time of his de&tll and other writers like
him insisted during the first postwar years on the importance of a simple,
unadorned, politically engaged, realist literature that would break with an
unpolitical literary traditionthat they believed to be partly responsible for
the susceptibility of GermalBildungsburgeito the Nazi Party. These writers
and theirTrimmerliteraturwere a marginal, minority phenomenon during
the first decade of their ascension, but ultimately therdzdour"
consciousnesthat they represented came to dominate the literature of the
Federal Rpublic. At the moment of German reunification in 1990, in fact,
even a con

6 David Roberts, "Nach der Apokalypse. Kontinuitat und Diskontinuitat in der deutschen
Literatur nach 1945,in Bernd Huppauf;'Die Mihen derEbenen”. Kontinuitat und Wandel in
der deutschen Literatur und Gesellschaft 11949 (Heideberg, 1981), 2i145. See also
Huppauf'sarticle in the same voluméKrise ohne Wandel. Die kulturelle Situation 194949,"
471112.
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servative critic had to admit that the litenee they produced was the
"production center of West German consciousnéssie most important
factor in helping to create a democratic, pluralistic political consciousness in
Germany'’ Hence, while one must accept the fact that the "zero hour" is
more a literary historical myth than a reglibne must also accept the fact
that this myth has acquired increasing significance during the postwar years
and has, precisely for that reason, taken on a certain stubborn reality of its
ownd in the present, if not in the past.

The functioning of that zer hour myth is once again perhaps best
illustrated in one of Boll's first postwar short stories, the 1947 anecdote "The
Message," in which the story's narrator speaks words that were to prove
prescient for postwar German cultural history: "I knew then thatwar
would never come to an end as long as, anywhere, even a single wound that
it had caused continued to bledl.'Such a statement prefigures the
continuing and even increasing significance of World War Il and the Nazi
dictatorship in postwar Germanomsciousness and seems to anticipate
Nolte's complaint in 1986 that as the past recedes, its political significance
continues, paradoxically, to grow: "It seems to be getting stronger and more
alive all the time ..., as a past that has in fact establigbelflas a present,
and that hangs above the present like a sword of judgrfidbéebates in the
1990s about Daniel Jonah Goldhagen's bddler's Willing Executioners
and about the controversial traveling exhibit on the crimes of the German
Wehrmacht as well as many other discussis and arguments about the
Geman past, suggest that Nolte's rf@B0Os statement continues to be
pertinent into the late 19908lolte is no doubt correct in his evaluation of
the vital significance of the German past for thersn present, but there is
no reason to share Nolte's negative assessment of that significance. On the
contrary, it is probable that the "stronger and more alive" past of which
Nolte speaks has contributed substantially to the stabilization and success of
postwar German democracy. The zero hour that did not occur in 1945 has
become a positive fact of German consciousness half a century later.

4" Frank Schirrmacher, "Abs@d von der Literatur der Bundesrepublilgtankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung? Oct. 19901117 2.

“8 Heinrich Boll, "Die Botschaft,” in idemiVerke vol. |, 30i 35; here,33.

*9Nolte, "Vergangenheit," 39.



Stunde Null der Frauen?
Renegotiating Women's Place
in Postwar West Germany

Maria Hohn

In the Western zones obccupation, the heroic image of Germany's
Trummerfrauerhad given way to that of the traditional hausfrau within a
few short years after the end of World War Il. Even though Germany's
women had cleared the country's bombetl cities and kept the war
ravaged econmy running in the immediate postwar yeatkey received

little recogntion for their contributions. Beginning in the late 1960s the
daughters of these women asked in bewilderment why their mothers had not
been able to take advantage of the men@atory impulses presented by the
war and its aftermath. It took historians even longer to question if there ever
had been &tunde Nulfor Germany's women.

! For the experience of women in the postwar perieg,Sybille Meyerand Eva Schulze,
Wie wir das alles geschafft haben. Alleinstehende Frauen berichten tber ihr Lebed9%ch
(Munich, 1988); idemyVon Liebe spractdamalskeiner. Familienalltag inder Nachkriegszeit
(Munich, 1985); idem;'Als wir zusammerwaren, ging der Krieg im Kleinen weiterifi "Wir
kriegen jetzt andere ZeitérAuf der Suche nach der Erfahrung des Volkesachfaschistischen
Landern ed. Lutz Niethammerand Alexandervon Plato (Berlin, 1985);Trude Unruh,
Trimmerfrauern(Fulda, 1987} Rita Polm, "...neben denMann dieandereHélfte eines Ganzen
zu sein?! (Mlnster,1990);Klaus J6rgRuhl, Unsere verlorenen Jahi@®armstadt1985) and his
Frauen in der NachkriegszeifMunich, 1983). Also see memoirs such lage Stolten, Der
Hungernach Erfahrung(Frankfurt a.M., 1983) and Anonymousine Frauin Berlin (Frankfurt
a.M., 1959). For an analysis of women's contributions,/Aseeette Kuhn, ed.,Frauenin der
deutschenNachkriegszejtesp. vol. 1,Doris SchubertFrauenarbeit 1945 1949 (Dusseldorf,
1986).
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This essay draws on oral histories and the public debates of the press in
the American and Biish zone$ to show that many Germans, not just
women, perceived 1945 as a crucial moment to renegotiate women's place in
society. Although most historians of postwar German history agree that the
concept of &tundeNull is not a helpful one, the debatafsthat time reveal
that many people experienced the immediate postwar years as such a
moment when a totally new beginning was possible. After the crushing
defeat of Nazi Germany, women publicly expressed that German men had
lost their traditional statugnd many male observers agreStindeNull or
Stunde Einsas it was also called at the time, was a time of considerable
puldic debate on the role women were to play in the new, democratic
Germany. This debate addressed women's place in the family,ein th
workplace, and in politics. However, the "opening up" of the gender
guestion in the face of utter and humiliating defeat encountered serious
obstacles almost immdetely. While the early postwar years were marked
by a tremendous opeass to change, theeriod was also defined by an
anxious search for order and stability. The emerging Cold War only added
fuel to that desire and contributed to closing the window of opportunity for
women.

In 1945 there were approximately seven million more women in
Germanythan mer’. More than three million German soldiers were killed in
the war. Seven million German soldiers were still prisoners of war, leaving
their wives and families to fend for themselves in the rubble heaps of the
German citied.As Erich Kastnemwrote for a 1947 theater productiotganz
Deutschland ist ein Wartesaal mit Millionen vérauen.®

%It is a shortened version afyy article,"Frau im Hausand Girlim Spiegel:Discourse on
Women in the Interregnum Period of 1949 and the Question of German ldentitygéntral
European History26 (1993): 57¥90. The publicéions | exanmed are:Heute Neue Zeitung
StuttgarterZeitung Studdeutsche ZeitunBie Welt Die Zeit, Der Spiegel.

3 MeyerandSchulzeVon Liebe223.For every 100 men there were 171 women in thi20
age group, and 153 in thei3® age group.

*Ibid., 253.At the end of the war approximately 9.2 million soldiers were prisoners of war.
By the end of 1945 about 4.4 million POWSs had returned to Germany, ca. 1.8 million more were
released by the end of 19466 million in 1947, 811,000 in 1948, 443,000 in 194%) 23,000 in
1950.

® Der Spiegel 1 Nov. 1947"All of Germany is a waiting room with millions wfomen."
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While German women may have been waiting for their men to return
from POW camps, they were not idle doing so. Despite the harsh realities of
the war and the gstwar years, women managed to ensure the survival of
their families, often at great sacrifice. Oral histories abound with women's
proud stories of how they managed and persevered and how they
emancipated themselves in the process. Returning men oftamotike
what they found. One woman recalled that her husband "no longer [felt] like
a man. He suffered, because [she] had managed so well on [herf own."
Another woman reported how helpless her husband was after returning from
a POW camp. It was hard fbim to cope with the changed circatances
because "he felt like a newborn baByAnother woman, unwilling to go
back to being a dutiful hausfrau after her husband returned, spoke for many
when she concluded, "when we were back together, the war weat on
home.®

In postwar Germany, the war between the sexes that these women and
many others referred to took on the qualities of a-gzera game. Women
gained ground not only because the recent experiences had strengthened
their sense of self, but also besaunen had lost their traditional status.
woman doctor, for example, complained that the men had lost the war but
returned home with the attitude of victors. She wrote in Noedwest
Deutsche Hefte"Now, after defeat, they cannot ask of us that weinaga
entrust ourselves to their leadershipA Berlin woman who kept a diary in
the last days of the war observed:

my feeling, the feeling of all women, changed toward men. We felt sorry for
them, they appeared so pitiful and weak. A sort of collectiveppisintnent was
spreading... among women. The weak sex ... the-dmtenatedmanglorifying

Nazi world shooB and with it the myth of man.... At the

® MeyerandSchulzeVon Liebe32.
; Idem,"Als wir zusammen waren314.
Ibid.

°® On this war between the sexes, see espedidilye Thurnwald Gegenwartsprobleme
Berliner Familien (Berlin, 1948)and oral histories from note Politically this war between the
sexes culminated in men blaming women "for having voted Hitler into power," while women
blamed Germany's patriarchal soci@¥annerstaatfor the horror othe last twelve years.

9 Ruhl, Unsereverlorenen Jahreg154
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end of this war, besides all the other defeats, there will be the defeat of men
as a gendedeschlecht™

It was not only the women who expressed how greatly the traditional
gender order had been upset by war and defeat. Husbands also reported how
much their own sense of selforth had been damaged. Even forty years
later, men recalled how hard it was them to adapt to their wives' new
independence. One man complained that "all this she had achieved without
me. When | returned | did not even know whether she still needed me."
Another man reported: "Well, she emancipated herself, as weday. ®he
became more of a personality." The consensus among many men returning
from POW camps was that "women emancipated themselves, even though
they did not even know the word." As a consequence, it was very hard for
many men "to fit in again'®

Outside observerfoth male and female, agreed that not only the male
ego but also man's traditional status had suffered a severe blow because of
defeat; the many anxious observations in the national press reflect this
clearly. A psychiatrist, writing in th&uddeutsche Zeng acknowledged
that "many men, even the young, are prone to increased whining.... Women,
it has been established, are much more resistant to the psychological
challenges® Walther von Hollander, writing in Constanze complained
about the way in whicthe male pashas tried to undo some of their damaged
egos. "Matters become unbearable when the helpless men revive their tried
ways of the tyrannical pater familias. An emasculated tyrant ... that is a
terrible sight.** Luise Rinser, writing to Hermamlessein 1946, seemed to
agree with these assessments: "It is hard to live here. ... Many women see
reality more clearly than men. The men are pouting, because they are no
longer allowed to play soldief"

Social workers observed not only the transformatiowarhen's attudes
toward their husbands but also their tremendous strength in this time

1 Anon.,EineFrau in Berlin, 53.

12 MeyerandSchulzeVonLiebe 131, 136, 316.

13 Siiddeutsche Zeitung0 Sept 1947.

1 SchubertFrauenarbeit 57.

!5 Klaus Wagenbached., Vaterlang; Muuerxprache DeutscheSa5Hftstellerund ihr Staat
seit1945(Berlin, 1979).
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of upheavaf.6 Hilde Thurnwald, in her studies of Berlin families, was
appalled at the degree to which the women had become the center of the
families. "With few exeptions," she writes, the women are "master of the
home" Herr im Haug. She also concluded that "very often the newly
returned POWSs resent the 'excessive emancipation' of their wives."
Thurnwald was also concerned with the "overly expressed independence o
younger women" and argued that their "hardengeéfiihiserhartdt and
accentuated rationality exposes the extreme weakness of men." What made
matters even worse for the men was the fact that men had sunk so low after
"the corsiderable inflation of theistatus during the Hitler regimé’™"

The immediate impact of this shift in power relations between the sexes
was of course an unprecedented rise in divorce. A legal consultation office
reported that women sued for divorce because "[husbands] won't change
their attitudes, and [women] are not willing to give up their Hargyht
independence and positioff.'The media's coverage of the high divorce
rates that disturbed and upset the already shaky foundations of German
society® agreed that "the woman, economigaland emotionally
independent now, cannot return to what she and her husband used to
perceive as the essence of a happy marridgenother writer, reporting on
the divorce epidemic, expressed concern that women now claimed "that they
do not need a hus

® In particular, see ThurnwaldGegenwartsproblemel86i 202, for comments on the
breakdown of the patriarchal order. Thurnwald bemoaned that, "with fegpgans tle mothers
are the boss in the home"; "husbands flee to mother and father"; "the role of the father is a joke";
"the husband thinks only of himself and steals the food of his children” or "retreats to bed." Very
telling of what happened to the patriarchamfly was a photo in thBleue Zeitungf 7 April
1947 showing a first grader looking at his report card. The caption read: "What is mother going to
say?"

Y Thurnwald,Gegenwartsproblemd 95 201.

% Ipid., 203.

' The divorce rate in 1939 was 8.9 per teousand inhabitants. By 1946 it had risen to 11.2.
In 1947 the rate had grown to 16.8 and reached 18.8 by 1948. The number stabilized at 16.9 in
1949 and then dropped to 15.7 in 1950. An@sdaler, "Ehe, Familigndandere Lebensformen
in der Nachkriegsat im Spigyel der Frauenzesthriften,” inFrauenin der Geschichteed. Anna
ElisabethFreierandAnetteKuhn, vol. 5(Disseldorf,1984), 101.

22 Neue Zeitung21 Oct. 1945.
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band, that they can manage life on their ofnfi public debates on the
explosion of divorce rates, the conviction persisted that at the root of the
problem was "the continuingmancipationof women. During the many
years of the husbands' absence, whasame accustomed to being in charge
of their own time and money?and women's growing "individualization ...
[was] shaking the patriarchal ordét."

The extensive and very public discussions on the "woman question”
reveal just how profoundly the upheawdlwar and the harsh postwar years
had upset the traditional gender order. These debates also demonstrate that
many Germans in 1945 were convinced that it was impossible to go back to
business as usual. The debate in the national press was marked by a sel
conscious attempt and a clear commitment to define a new, democratic
Germany, and the role women that were to play in this society was given
ample attentio? The many essays in the press on the future of Germany
reveal that women stated their aspirasidor a new distribution of power
within society, and after the experience of the Nazi years, many voices
supported their claims. Public debates, to which both women and men
contributed, centered around women's role in politics and the economy, and
it is in these debates that politically active women most clearly stated their
aspirdions for full integration into the new Germafy.

2! Stuttgarter Zeitung4 April 1946. An essay in the 16 June 1946 issueDié Welt
suggested that women had become hard and careless and did not camyarare to men's
expectations.

?2 Siiddeutsche Zeitung9 Jan. 194%riginal emphasis).

** Die Welt 24 March 1949.

4 ChristophK | e b m*Untergangelbergénge. Gesellschaftsgeschichtliche Briiche und
Kontinuitatslinien vor und nach945,"in Nicht nurHitlers Krieg. Der ZweiteWeltkrieg unddie
Deutschened. ChristophKle3mann(Dusseldorf,1989),96. KleBmann, in his survey of étary
journals, concluded that there wa&$sarious, wide, and varied debate about National Socialism
and about the caeptions for a new beginning" in the first years after the war.

> Much of the bourgeois women's discourse remained focused on thimaditotions of
motherliness Nittterlichkei), emphasizing women's special qualities and contributions but also
demanding their "sphere" in the state. AditissabethFreier, Frauenpolitik 19451949.Quellen
und Materialien(Disseldorf,1986), vol. 2of Kuhn, ed.Frauenin der deutschen Nachkriegize
See also Seeler, "Ehe, Familie," for an examination of publications specifically aimed at women.
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Organized women's demands made very clear that their traditional
notions of motherliness went beyond the private sphere,namgpaper
editorials of the time expressed support for overcoming the deterioration of
women's status during the Nazi ye&r$Vomen leaders called upon other
women to abandon their distaste for politics, because the "concern for a
living space, the soupektle, and the future of the child are ‘political’
concerns!® The SuddeutscheFrauenarbeitskreis demanded that the
"existing male dominance" be replaced by a "democratic and comradely
cooperation bisveen men and womeR®™The group further called for an
equal right to work, equal wages, and equal access to eduthfidre
speaker insisted that women needed to be integrated into the trades: "There
are no more 'dainty’ or coarse occupations, it is now a matter of giving your
best, no matter in what job." Sle®ncluded that women did not want a
matriarchal society(Frauenstaat but a state in which men and women
cooperated to meet the challenges at Hand.

"The Woman in Democracy,"” an essay published in Skddeutsche
Zeitung asserted that a democracy careast with 50 percent of its

Seeler points out the continuity of the languagddéftterlichkeitwhile women were also calling
for alternaives to the patriarchal family.

?® Nazi policies with regard to women were not consistent. Initially women were pushed out
of the labor market andraumerus clausuwas established at the uarsities. As more and more
men were needed in the war economgl,dater on during the war, women were again integrated
into the work force and higher education. Employment of women on the whole rose during the
Nazi regime, but those jobs were in the agricultural sector and in thpagwg ranks of the
white-collar job market. Opportunities for sedimployed and academic women dropped
significantly. Women's foremost duty was to bear children for thMalk, and the Nazis
introduced the death penalty for "Aryan" mothers who chose abortiodein Kampf Adolf
Hitler made clear his vision of women's emancipation: "The German girl belongs to the state and
with her marriage m®mes a citizen." Quoted iRenateBridenthal, AtinaGrossmannand
Marion Kaplan, eds.,When Biology Became Destiny: WomenWeimarand Nazi Gerrany
(New York, 1984), 210.

" Die Stimme der Fraul (1948): 25.Quoted inFreier and Kuhn, eds.Frauen in der
Geschichtevol. 5, 226.

28 Siiddeutsche Zeitun8 Dec. 1945.

2 For similar arguments of other groups, StettgarterZeitung 2 Feb. 1946 an® Aug.
1946;Neue Zeitung21 March 1947.

% Siiddeutsche Zeitungl May 1946.
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members excluded. Male readers were assured that they do not have to
worry about feminists of the old schodérauenrechtlerinnepor "wild Nazi
women, who at best placed a note on the table: Dinner is in the oven!
without bothering whether husband and children were taken care of after
work and school." The author concluded that the woman, whether in an
occupation or as wife and mother, had important duties in a democracy, and
she had a right to be part of the politicé lof the nation: "After all we have

been g?rough, we do not simply want to be sent home after we have done our
duty.'

Women's demand for greater inclusion in all walks of public and
economic life found much support in the press. Newspaper editorials even
admonished politicians for not being more accommodating toward women.
The Suddeutsch&eitung for example, expressed concern in 1946 that,
although 60 percent of all voters were women, the Social Democratic Party
(SPD) had nominated only one woman amoitg) ten candidates for the
coming state elections. The writer chastised SR® for this obvious faux
pas, since the party had been in the forefront for women's rights in thé past.
These sorts of admonishments could be found in a wide variety of gapers.

Despite this profound crisis over gender roles and the clearly stated
support for change expressed in the public debate, the discussion concerning
women's "proper role" shifted dramatically by the late 1940s. The shift from
Trummerfrauto hausfrau was pasde because the many voices calling for a
more egalitarian relationship between the sexes were balanced by
conservative voices searchifgr order. Part and parcel of this project of
order was a restoration of the "natural” distinctions between men andrwo
that had broken down during the war and the postwar years. These
contributions to the public debate celebrated women by ascribing to them a
set of momentous special responsibilities that resulted in distancing women
from

3! Suiddeutsch&eitung 14 Dec. 1945.The reference to the "wild Nazi women" is perhaps
suggestive ofthe "emancipatory" elements that National Socialism held for organizeérvom

% Siiddeutsch&eitung 27 Sept 1946See alsoSuddeutsch&eitung 17 Feb. 1948,and
Stuttgarter Zeitungwhich had already voiced these concerns on 12 December 36dbleue
Zeitung 25 April 1948, Stuttgarter Zeitung19 Jan. 1946and Die Welt 16 Dec. 1948,for
appeals to consult women.

% See especiallgtuttgarterZeitung Die Welt andHeute.
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direct action in the world. WWmen's participation in the traditionally male
sphere, moreover, was seen as a serious threat to the future stability of
Germany because it was perceived to undermine the strength of German
men.

In an address to the women's congress of the British zoGerimany at
Bad Pyrmont,Adolf Grimme, the minister of culture, gave a reply to the
question: "What do we men expect from women?" He stated that men
expected women to be more like women, "elemensapriinglicl, closer
to the vitamins of life, grace, armkauty.?* In a newspaper article entitled
"“The Woman in the New GermanyHMerrmann Kapphan asserted that
women's opportunity to raise a new generation of young men and to
influence them through "feminine and human gestures, tenderness,
originality, and fatasy" was much more important than the right to vote. He
added, "[woman's] emancipation harbors many complications and dangers,
for both sexes. ... The transformation of woman shiftd_#t@ensmitteyes,
threatens it ... and thereby leads emotionally ratdrally to the further up
rooting [Entwurzelungof man.®

The emerging Cold War only further shifted the balance toward the
"order" arguments that called for a reconstruction of "natural" or “God
given" gender boundaries. The construction of the idetlleofree Western
family as opposed to the collective family of the East became a critical
building block in the defense of the western hemisphere. The woman of the
West was elevated as wife and mother in the home and sexy consumer
citizen in society, thesymbol of democracy and capitalism. In this
reconstruton of women's “"proper" roles, a whole sector of the female
population simply vanished in the public debate, namely, all those women
who, in light

% Der Spiegel 28June 1947.

% Suddeutsche Zeitung8 Dec. 1945These last essays summarize succinctly the prevailing
attitude that public man and tleehesion othe social order depended on an immanent, invisible,
and "natural" woman. The clear distiilmmn between public and private, male and female traits,
culture and nature, assures not only male integrity but social stability as well. In thesisabu
this model of identification through opposition, woman is taken out of culture and naturalized to
make her role appear as eternal as nature iSatfonede Beauvoirpointed out inThe Second
Sexhow ideologically charged and autharian this pocess of "naturalization" is. Enunciating
the language of unchargjde nature instead of dynamic conflict, the discourse of the bipolar
model perpetuates the inequality of women while claiming to be free from ideology.
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of the shortage of men after the war, could néwgre for such a family.

The reconstruction of the "natural order" also ignored the women of the
working class, who often had to work because wages in the recovery period
were not sufficient to sustain a family and refurbish often bordutd
households.

At the same time, the East German woman's participation in all walks of
life was depicted as degrading to women and destructive to the family. The
woman of the Soviet zone of occupation and her visibility in all walks of life
became the very symbol of anomélgm which the Western woman had to
be protected, and against which the Western woman would protect not only
her family, but also democracy and the market economy.

Just how profoundly the debate on women shifted during the postwar era
Is best expressed ideute a publication modeled after the Americhifie
Magazine.In one article in the 15 April 1946 issue, women in the Soviet
Union were glowingly described as lawyers, judges, doctors, engineers, and
pilots, and even as coal miners and construction werk&he author
suggested that women working in these occupations may at first be a
shocking sight, but concluded by asking. "Why shouldn't they [be in these
profesions]?"

In a lengthy essay on women's emancipation in 1950, however, the same
publication eminded women of the excesses that complete equality could
bring. The author pointed to the experience under the Nazi regime, when the
demands of total war erased all distinctions between men and the "weaker
sex." The essay then juxtaposed a grim, yound,sdiled female mechanic
to a young mother, who, happily surrounded by her children, is being
photographed by her husband. The caption underneath the fitsigpdyh
asked whether this young girl was the female ideal of the future, and warned
about the health risks involved for women if they entered into an
"exaggerated professional competition." The commentary under the latter
photograph concluded that, "when individuals get along this well, the
woman often forgets the call for emancipatidh.”

The shiftin the public debate suggests that, in the ideological posturing
of the early Cold War period, women's roles in the family and society were
assigned utmost importance. This shift found its most precise expression in
the newly drafted German Basic La@r(indgesety where the voices of

% Heute 11 Oct1950.
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order clearly predominated over the voices that advocated change. Women
were, after much protest and wrangling, granted full equal rights. But the
constitutional protection of the family assured that this equality woutt fin

its limits in the paternal authority of the husband. Without a concurrent
reform of the German Civil Code, the promise of Article 3 of the
Grundgesetzhat "men and women are equal” was an empty one. It took
law makers until 1977 to finally fulfill theanstitutionally assured reform of

the German Civil Code called for in 1949. Until that reform, West
Germany's highest law makers insisted that it "was to be women's most
noble calling to be the heart of her famify."

In popular memory, the 1950s are most#ynembered for women's-so
called flight into domesticity, and many women were all too glad to be
"only" wives and mothers. For many of them, "emancipation” in the
immediate postwar years had meant extreme hardship and suffering. Work
outside the home hadften meant the right to a ration card for food
(Himmefahrtskartg and wages that were below subsistence level in the
inflationary blackmarket economy that prevailed until the 1948 currency
reform. Thus, when their husbands returned from POW campsy man
women were willing to give up their double burden.

Contrary to the popular image of the 1950s, women were an important
and indispensable part of the labor force and Germany's economic miracle,
but their contributions went unnoticed and without due resvdtslen worse,
those women who worked outside the home were berated foindeav
latchkey children behind and for pursuing selfish, materialist ambitions. The
ideal of the traditional family was celebrated in the national debate, even
though an additionalwo million women joined the work force, and the
employment of women with children under the age of fourteereased to
an astonishing 46 percefitThe resurrection of the patriarchal, nuclear
family in the public discourse ignored the fact that almeghird of all
households in the Federal Republic were still headed by a woman in

37 "Es gehortzu den Funktionen des Mannes, daR er grundsétzlich der Erhalter und Ernéher
der Familie ist, wahrend es die Frau als ihre vornehmste Aufgabe ansehen mul3, das Herz der
Familie zu sein." 81356 BGBited in Gisela Helvig, Zwischen Familie und BeryfCologne
1974), 26.

% Karin Jurczyk Frauenarbeit und Frauenroll@lunich, 1976), 89.
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19502° that 36 percent of the labor force was female, that 36.4 percent of all
working women were married, and that 12 percent of these married women
had children under ¢hage of twelvé®

Women's contributions to German reconstruction went largely without
reward because the debate on women's work in the postwar period was
hardly conducive to serving as an emancipatory force for women. Women's
heroic labor in nosiraditiond jobs after the war was celebrated; at times it
was even portrayed as the dawning of a new age of equality. Despite these
good intentions, much of the discourse depicted woman's work as a selfless
sacrifice or an extension of her "natural" housewifelynotherly duties. In
this association, women's participation in the public sphere was considered
as "nonwork," since it arose out of women's special qualities and
obligations in the private spheteWomen did not work but helped out in
times of need. Theatessity for women's labor because of the loss of men in
the war was justified by labeling women's employment in-sbvled
factory jobs as a "natural extension of female créftsEven the
contributions of professional women and women in political lesdewere
celebrated in the language of women's "special nature" by describing their
acts as women's sacrificé. Professional women in Munich were
acknowledged under

% Robert Moeller, "Reconstructing the Family in Reconstruction Germany: Women and
Social Policy in the Federal Republic, 194955,"Feminist Studie45 (1989):140.

40 5ee Polm"... neben derMann" 132.

*1 SeeKarin Hausen's "DiePolarisierung detGeschlechtercharakter&ine Spigelung der
Dissoziation von Erwerbsand Familienleben,'in Familie in der Neweit Europas ed. Werner
Conze (Stuttgart, 1976), 3633, for her agument on how the late eighteeméntury separation
of productive work from the home led to the creation of the ideology of the separate spheres.
With the creation of that ideology, women's work in the home becamewarki because it
became associatedttvwomen's "nature."

*2Neue Zeitung26 Feb. 1949.

*3 The threephase model of labor for women emerged as the standard in the 1950s social
policies. In this model women worked in wage labor before their-cbddng years and after the
children left thehome. Needless to say, in this model, every woman was considered a potential
mother, and few employers bothered to train them or to advance their careers. See also Robert
Moeller, Protecting Motherhood Women and the Family in the Politics of Postwar@éestany
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the headline "Women Are Helping Out," and the city's first councilwoman
was described athe "hausfrau in City Hall® Even the Lord Mayor of
Berlin, Luise Schrdder, was celebrated because in her were united the most
"beautiful of female qualities, kindness, intelligence, and motherliness ... and
best of all selsacrifice.*

By framing womers achievements in this language, it becomes clear
how West Germany during the 1950s could celebrate the ideal of the nuclear
family and still have both mothers and workers to serve the-sfrontneeds
of its expanding market. Increasingly, German womemked outside the
home, but the dominant debates about women in Bonn and in the pages of
the national press rendered their contributions almost invisible.

(Berkeley, 1993) for the discussion of the social legislation that assured this model.
** Siiddeutsche Zeitungl Jan. 1946Siiddeutsche Zeitun§ Feb. 1946.
5 Siiddeutsche Zeitung Dec. 1948.






The New City: German Urban Planning and the Zero Hour

Jeffry M. Diefendorf

When we think of theero houd Germany at the end of the wdapictures

of desolated urban landscapes spring readily to mind. The war against the
cities was a major component of the assault on Germany from 1942 right to
the end in 1945. This was a war not simply against Germawar industry

but against the hpysical structure of the citi@shousing, roads, railroads,
industry, and cultural monumedtsvhatever could be hit once the central
core of a city had been targeted. A few smaller cities,Jikehand Dtiren,

were trdy reduced to nult.In the big cities, like Berlin, Hamburg, Cologne,
Hannover, Essenand Bremen, there were vast areas containing only
mounds of ruins. The leveled cities, first reduced to rubble and then rising
out of the ashes anew, seem the perfect rhetafor the new Germany of

the postwar era, a Germany built on ground zero. And yet, upon closer
inspection, this image is deceptive.

Indeed, the title of my paper is deliberately misleading. The "new city" in
the context of a conference on the zero haggssts that new cities arose
after 1945, but the term is of prewar origins. From 1926 to 1932, the journal
Der neueFrankfurt was published byernst May's city planning office to
celebrate the modern housing being built on the edges of that city. In 1932
until it ceased publication in 1934, the journal was naPiedNeue Stadtor
The New City. That name was taken overgttfried Fedeiin the title of
his influential book,Die Neue Stadt. Versuch der Begrindung einer neuen
Stadplanungskud aus dersazialen Struktur derBevolkerung published in
Berlin in 1939. The journabDie Neue Stadtvas revived after the war. As
this

! See Conrad Doose, Siegfried Peters, Helmut Schedsr,Bilder einer Renaissancestadt.
Jilich vor und nach dem 16. November 1044ich, 1994).
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publication's history suggests, one can easily find continuities in the realm of
city planning, and | would argue that the planrioignew, rebuilt cities after
1945 was in fact based upon planning models developed before and during
the Nazi era.

| have spent the past fifteen yearoriing on the rebuilding of
Gemany's cities in the aftermath of World War II, and this effort hashtaug
me that however total the destruction appeared, however much theexseem
to be a tabula rasa upon which to rebuild, the intellectual and emotional
investments in the former structures rensdinThere was also a massive
infrastructure that remained lo&l the surface, there was private ownership
of property, and walls of damaged buildinggere still standing. An
uninterupted process of urban planning definitely played a crucial, often
preponderant role in what followed. Consequently, in discussingzéne
hour, | always insist on shifting our attention away from the powerful
images of the leveled surface to what lay below that surface, from the
apparently clean slate to the weight of the past, or from dramatic change to
continuity. Particularly in therealm of urban planning, postwar
reconstruction deended upon important continuities with the recent and the
more distant past. As town planners faced the task of rebuilding, they looked
both forward and backward, constructing mental and physical brmigas
the fabledStundeNull.?

2 Major works that deal with continuities in German planning, including reconstruction
planning, includeWerner Durth and Niels Gutschowlrdaumein Trimmern.Planungen zum
Wiederaufbau zerstorter Stadte im Westen Deutschla@d§ 195Q 2 vols. (Brunswick and
Wiesbaden, 1988)Werner Durth, Deutsche Architekten. Biographische VerflechtungeQ
1970(Brunswick, 1986)Klaus vonBeyme et al.Neue Stadte aus Run. Deutscher Stadtebau
der Nachkriegszei{Munich, 1992);and my ownIn the Wake of War: The Reconstruction of
German Cities after World War (New York and Oxford, 1993).

It is worth noting that a large group of German historians, archivists, and mualsectors is
expending a great deal of energy turning over all theahaildocumentation about the war's end.
The last 1994ssue of thelnformationen zumodernen Stadtgeschichentitled Deutschlands
Stadtel945 reported that fiftysix exhibitionson the war's end were planned in various German
cities, and this list is by no means complete. A flood of new books is appearing, for example, Karl
Joachim KrauseBraunschweig zwischen Krieg und Fried®ie Ereignisse vor und nach der
Kapitulationder Sadtam 12. April1945(Brunswick, 1994)and Menno AderHildesheim lebt.
Zerstdérungund Wiederaufbau; ein€hronik (Hildesheim,1994).



German Urban Planning 91

Before | discuss urban planning, however, let me stress that by no means do
| want to deny that some Germans experienced the end of the war as a zero
hour. Quite naturally the residents of Germany's bombed cities viewed the
destruction of familia public building® churches town halls, schools,
theaterd and the damage to their own homes and businesses as nothing less
than an unmitigated and unprecedented catastrophe, and many urban
dwellers had to rebuild their mental and er&l lives from scratch. Much of
what appeared after 1945 was deua the structures of the cities as well as
in the social, political, economic, and mental lives of their inhabitants.
Nevertheless, for most of those involved in planning reconstructiah, an
here | would include not only planning professionals but also private citizens
who made proposals for rebuilding, the destruction wrought by the war and
the war's end changed only some of the conditions under which they had
been seeking to undo the ili$ the prewar cities but not their fdamental
planning models or practices. Of course the war's end saw terrible working
conditions for planners. In many cities they lacked adequate office space and
supplies. Earlier maps of streets and property lineshmase been burned in
the raids. Key personnel, such as draftsmen, were dead or were POWSs.
Some planners, like Konstanty Gutschow in HamburgtaanannGiesler
in Munich, lost their jobs to denazification, but others moved to different
cities where the tat of having worked for the Nazi regime was not so
strong. ThusRudolf Hillebrecht moved from Hamburg tblannover,and
Friedrich Tamms moved from Berlin tdisseldorf.Having worked on
German planning in occupied Alsadeudolf Schwarzmoved to Cologne.
Werner Hebebrang another example. In the 1920s, he workedHuorst
May on plans for modern housing in Frankfurt, and he followed May to the
Soviet Union in the early 1930s. The Nazi years Bilvebranadvorking on
plans for the new Hermar@o6ringStadt ow Salzgitter) under Herbert
Rimpl. Once the war ended, he moved on to work as a planner first in
Frankfurt and then in Hamburdzor most planners,

ReinholdBillstein andEberhardliner discuss planning during the first months of occupation in
You Are Now in Cologn ComplimentKdln 1945 in derAugen der SiegdiCologne, 1995).

% For a brief survey of planning in Frankfurt, s€kus vonBeyme, "Frankfurt am Main.
Stadt mit Hohendrang,ih von Beyme et al. Neue Stadte aus Ruineiew Naziera planners
were impri®ned; AlbertSpeemnwas the most famous, though he was not imprisoned for his work
as a town planner. Gutschow, the
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these dislocations and inconveniences did not mark a zero hour. If there was
a zero hour for plannerd,was earlier, before the war, or perhaps during it,
when the destruction of the cities began. This statement requires a bit of
explanation.

At least since the end of the nineteenth century, German planners had
been part of international discussions alduw to build better cities. Some
of the main themes are surely familiar. Since no kscpe transformations
of existing cities seemed possible, planners advocated such things as: new
housing settlements located in greenery (an offshoot of the garden city
movement); enlargement of cities through programs of incorporation of
neighboring towns; zoning for housing, industry, and other urbartidmsc
expansion of dense housing blocks and the introduction of urban parks; and
improved networks of streets fomotorized traffic. Modernists like Walter
Gropius believed that architecture and modern urban design more than
anything else represented the ideal meeting place for modern technology,
design, and craftsmanship. The Great Depression and tlagpsmlof the
Weimar Republic, however, made it appear as if any ojpatry to build
new cities was lost.

For planners, then, what was dramatically new after 1933 was that the
advent of the Nazi regime seemed to offer the possibility of actually
realizing their dreasof modernizing the cities, and it seemed that the new
regime was prepared to offer them a privileged place. From 1933 to 1939
there was growing momentum for a massive, radical transformation of
Germany's cities. To be sure, all planners working afteB 2@l to include
massive party buildings and parade axes in their designs, but these features
of quintessential Nazi planning coexisted with other plans for modernizing
Germany's cities. For example, often monumental streets were to replace
areas with agedcrowded, or substandard housing that planners had long
wished to renovate anyway, even before Nazi ideology targeted these areas
as dangerous haunts of asocial groups. There is no question that much of the
great enthusiasm that planners demonstratechmrumental buildings and
streets derived from the belief that all things were now possible for

man responsible for most of the planning in Hamburg under the Nazis, was never again able to
plan in that city, though he assistBadidolf in Hannover.Munich's Gieslerdid not work as a
planner again, bululius Schulté=rohlinde found employment iDisseldorf.
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planners and architects, that they could work "as if there were no lionits"
what they could accomplishisn't this at least one meaning of a zero hour?
Most important here was the Law for the Rededijeugetaltung) of the
German Cities, decreed on 4 October 1937. In numerous designated cities,
the fuhrer principle was applied to town planning, and specially appointed
building commissars received almostionted power to plan and execute
plans under the authority of the locahueiter or of Hitler himself. If the

main goal was to transform old cities into cities representative of the Nazi
regime, these were also to be modernized cities.

The dreams of cometely redesigning big cities with the political and
financial backing of the Reich were jolted but not entirely interrupted by the
onslaught from the air. In the fall of 1943, after some cities had already been
reduced to ruins, a Working Staff for Recaoastion Planning of Dgtroyed
Cities (Arbeitsdab Wiederaufbauplanungerstorter Stadt¢ was established
under Albert Speer's auspices. In a crucial speech in November 1943 to
launch this reconstruction planning eff@peersaid:

In planning, particulaattention must be given to the fact that here imigue
opportunity to make the cities again livable in terms of traffic, since there can be
no doubt that, with further development of traffic, our citidsg London and

New York, will be ruined econoitally by the urban contradiction between the
growth in traffic on the one hand and, on ttker, the unfavorable width of the
streets and the relationship between streets. ... It is not necessary here to
determine architectonic details. Thisn be the uject of a secondhase of
reconstruction planning.

Speerwas calling for pragmatic planning,ohthe megalomania of the
representative cities program. And he spoke of two phases of planning. Led
by such planners as Gutschow in Hamburg Buodolf Wolters in Berlin,
Speer's working staff labored diligently on the first phase of reconstruction
plans for several dozen cities, combining ideas for urban modernization with
specifically Nazi features. When the wanded, nearly all of those
associated with thisvartime effort at reconstruction planning moved to

* The phrase is by Konstanty Gutschow, cited Werner Durth, "Architektur und
Stadtplanung im DrittefReich," in Nationalsozialismuand Modernisierunged. MichaelPrinz
andRainerZitelmann(Darmstadt,1991),152.

® Speer'speech, with minor changes, was distributed taXheleiterin Decenber 19431t is
reproduced in Durth and Gutscholwaumein Trimmern vol. 1, 51 52. Transldions by the
author.
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different cities in the Western occupation zones, where they would continue
working on reconstruction planning. In effect this meant not the realization
of wartime plans for specific cities but rathbe tapplication of the planning
theories and practices develdpi the previous decadeThese wartime
planners directed or influenced reconstruction Hannover, Bremen,
Dusseldorf, Cologne, Brunswick, Hamburg, Coesfeld, and other cities. This
is a storyof continuity, not of a zero hour.

Even where planning continuity was not provided by the men from the
Working Staff for Reconstruction Planning, it was provided by others. In a
few places, the wartime city planners continued to work into the postwar era.
This was the case witHans Piepem Lubeck,HerbertJensenn Kiel, and
Joseph Schlippe ifreiburg.Or consider the case of Dortmund: When the
Allies seized the city on 14 April 1945, they found 70 percent of the housing
destroyed, all of the armamemslustry, 80 percent of the utilities, and 85 to
90 percent of other comm@al and industrial building$.Yet the enormous
maghnitude of destruction had not much changed the nature of planning.

During the 1920s and early 1930s, several plans wexelapel to
modernize the city.These plans included such elements as the renewal of
rundown areas near the main train station; new garden settlements to house
workers in the mining industry; traffic improvements integrated with those

® Written during the war and influential after its publication W#emns BernhardReichow's
Organische Stadtbaukunst/on der GroR3stadizur Stadtlandschaft(Brunswick, Berlin, and
Vienna, 1948).

’ For exampleHannsDustmann, once aotleague of Gropius and théReichsarchitektler
Hitlerjugend was assigned by the Working Staff for Reconstruction Planning to prepare plans for
Dusseldorf When Tamms, also a member of that working staff, assumed control of planning in
Dusseldorfin 1948 he obtained assistance from Dustmann and GutschowwWsgger Durth,
"Disseldorf Kontinuitat in Kontrasten,"in 1945. Kriegd Zerstérun@ Aufbau.Architektur und
Stadtplanungl94Q 196Q ed. MaritaGleiss, Schriftenreihe der Akademie der Kinsw, 23
(Berlin, 1995).

8 Manfred Walz,'Die Stad Struktur und Entwicklung,Ih Stadtentwicklung Dortmundie
moderne Industriestadt 1918946. Standortsicherungder Industrie, Wohnungsbau,
Stadtplanunged., RenateKastorf-Viehmann,Ursula von Petzand Manfred Walz, Dortmunder
Beitrage zur Raumplanungpl. 70 (Dortmund, 1995), 79.

® SeeUrsula von Petz, "Stadtplanung, Raumplanuiig,KastorftViehmann,von Petz,and
Walz, Stadtentwicklung Dortmund.
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of other members of theigmeering regional planning agency, the
SiedungsverbandRuhrkohlenbezirk; and new arteries through the central
part of the city. The key figure here wigsedrichDelfs, who was the chief
plamer from 1925 to 1937. Though not ook the cities designatetbr
redesign under the 193Neugestaltunglecree, Dortmund nevertheless drew

up plans combining Delfs' ideas with typigalNazi features, including
mornumental axes and a large party forum. The city was also to be connected
to the new autobahns.

Between 198 and 1941, new plans were also produced under contract
with the city by the office oHermannJansen of Berlin (along with his
assistant Walter Moest, the author of the famoeislendorfplan for Berlin
of 1945, and with the cooperation of the Dortmunanping office, now
under Heinz Uecker). Jansen was recommende&gdeer,who had been
Jansen's student. Jansen's plans included traffic improvements, a pedestrian
street on theHellweg, new settlement "dis" (using the terminology
pioneered by Gutschownd Wilhelm Wortmann, the Ortsgruppe als
Siedlunggelle, and the introduction of new green areas. In all, this was
modernizing planning heading toward the "organically articulated and
dispersed indugal city" (gegliedete und aufgelockerte Industrie
landschaft), as it was callethoth during and after the wéfLarge axes were
still present, though not pasularly made a focus of the text or drawings,
and these in part were to serve as vehicles for the renewal of crowded,
substandard housing blocks.

When the war ended, Delfs resumed his former position as head of the
building department. Uecker continued to head the planning department
until November 1945, when he was detained under denazification. He was
reinstated in 1949. Under Delfs, the plamioffice quickly drew up
recorstruction plans that incorporated most of the central features of Delfs'
prewar plans and the Jansen plan, minus the monumental axes and forum.
Except for the major churches, there was intention of rebuilding
Dortmund as it hacdeen before the war. Clearly, however, this situation
represented not a new beginning, not a zero hour, but rather planning for
modernizing the city that had begun two decades earlier and had never
stopped.

% This planning leitmotif was best represented in a bookldhannesGoderitz, Roland
Rainer,andHubertHoffmann,Die gegliederteund aufgelockerteStadt(Tubingen,1957), which,
like Reichow's book, was also drafted during the war.
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Or let us consider the case of Cologne, exttizy American troops on 6
March 1945, though the city remained the object of German aytille for
another four weekS. Cologne had been devastated during the war. It had
been the target of the first thousadmoimber air raid on 31 May 1942, and
the last great air raid was on 2 March, destroying most of thessaiiding
buildings in the inner city except the cathedral, which was severely
damaged? The city's medieval meeting hall, town hall, and all of the
Romanesque churches that had, along withctithedral, defined the city's
silhouette were shattered wrecks. Seventy percent of the city's 250,000 pre
war dwelling units had been destroyed or badly damaged. Tvieunty
million cubic meters of rubble filled the city when the Americans arrived,
only forty thousand people still lived among the ruins.

Did March sixth represent hour zero for Cologne? Certainly many were
deeply traumatized by the experience of the bombing. One womaraoedn
Cologne in July 1943 with the destruction of Pompeii. She bedi¢kat the
city was irrevocably destroyed and that forty thousand had died in the most
recent air raids, though in actuality the number of fatalities mare like
fifty -five hundred?® In terms of reconstruction planning, hewver, the
concept of a new lggnning or a zero hour is challenged by the

™ In addition to Billstein and llinerYou Are Now in Cologneee also Robert FrahKéin
1945 1981.Vom Trummerhaufenur Millionenstadt. Erlebte Geschich{€ologne, 1982). The
following discussion on Cologne can also be found in my study, "Deconstruction and
Reconstruction: The&tundeNull in the Rhineland,"Univ. of Calif., Center ér German and
European Studies, Working Paper 5.27 (Berkeley, 1995).

2 There were surprisingly few deaths during the last raids, both because of the evacuation of
much of the population and because the remaining citizens had learned how to survive. See
Gelhard Aders, "Die letzten Luftangriffe auf Koln,'in Koéln nach dem Krieg. Facetten der
Stadtgeschichteed. GeorgMdlich andStefan WunsckCologne, 1995).

13 Horst Matzerath, ed., "..vergesserkannman dieZeit nicht, das ist nichindglich ... ".

Kdlner einnern sich an die Jahre 1929 1945 (Cologne, 1985), 247, 25Meinrich Bdll's
posthumously published novdder Engel schwie@Cologne, 1992), is set ian unnamed city
that is recognizable as Cologne at the moment the war ended, and it is most effentdking

the somber mood of that time. The novallsaracters are burdened both by their personal
histories and the grim conitins of the moment. The novel does not resolve the question of
whether thegpeople of Cologne saw this moment as a zero hour.
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complicated debates that took place about what should or should not be done
and how and why. Some new ideas confronted older proposals, but even the
new ideas evoked setbnscious references to the pastmBastressed the
need to restore continuity with the gxazi and prewar past, while others
stressed the desirability of a new beginning, but virtually all proposals
combined elements of both, belying the notion that even physical
reconstruction started viata zero hour.

Cologne had been one of the cities designated by the Nazis for a radical
transformation, and official planning for the redesign of the city took place
from 1935 through early 1944. This Nazisponsored planning effort
eventually called foraplacing much of the inner city with huge new blocks
of buildings, the relocation of the train station and rail lines, the cotisinuc
of major eastvest and nortfsouth traffic arteries through the central city,
and the building of a hugdaus der Arbet andauxiliary buildings in Deutz
(on the right bank) for the German Labor Front. These radical plans, had
they been implemented, would have totally transformed the character of the
city and would truly have marked a zero hour for Cologne. In fact, bely t
eastwest artery was partly completed before the war stoppethefur
construction. However, some, though not all, of the proposed changes in the
historic street and transportation system were incorporated into the thinking
of some of the individuals vehdeveloped reconstruction proptss of their
own at the very end of the war.

To mention but three, the architect Karl Band, the journdfiahs
Schmitt, and the landscape architétteodorNuf3baun believed that one
could consider devastated Cologne aslaula rasa upon which to build a
new city free of the overcrowded condits produced by industrial
captalism. However, all agreed on rebuilding the major cultural monuments

* For city planning in Colognefrom the 1920s through thenid-1950s, see my
"Stadtebauliche Traditionen und der Wiederaufbau von Koln vornehmlich nach 1945" in
Rheinische Vierteljahrsblattés5 (1991); Dorothea Wiktorin, "Die Notf8udFahrt als Ergebnis
der Wiederaufbauplanung in KéIn. Stadtebelues Scheusal oder Lebensader der Innenstadt?” in
Kriegszerstorung und Wiedmufbau deutscher Stadte. Geographische Studien Zu
Schadensausmab wund Bev®l kerungsschut z im Zweit
Aufbaurealitdf Koélner Geograplsiche Arbeiten,no. 57 (Cologne, 1993); anddem, "Der
Wiederaufbau nach dem Untergang. Versuch einer Bilanz," in MdiothWunsch, eds.Kéln
nach dem Krieg.
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and retaining most of the old street pattern, and they wanted in other sespect
to build a new Cologne by looking backward to the character of an idealized
medieval Cologne. They proposed that people should walk in the central
city, rather than use cars, trams, and trains. Small residentiainigsilchther

than huge commercial dabes would line the streets and large businesses
and government buildings should be moved to the edge of the central core.
The new houses would either take traditional Cologne forms or be modern,
with flat roof-gardens, and new parks would provide esitengreen areds.

The zero hour in reconstruction, in other words, was to be a new beginning
through the restoration of an older urban tradition.

There were other planners and politicians who sought -establish
connections with earlier ideas about urbée rather than assume that they
could simply start afresh in 1945. We can see this clearly by examining
certain policies advocated byonrad Adenaueand a few other members of
the Cologne government. Cologne's most famous political figCmerad
Adenauer,had served as lord mayor from 1917 to 1933, again for a few
months in 1945, and subsequently before becoming the founding father of
the Federal Republic. As an urban politici&denauerdisplayed a truly
remarkable consistency that belied the tulmolis political changes
affecting Germany.

It is significant that, on 3 December 1918, with Germany still in the grip
of revolution,Adenauerpetitioned the Prussian government for permission
to acquire the former military zone around the city of Colognerder to
build a green belt. The mayor saw the moment of national distress as a great
opportunity to decide "whether Cologne would remain a desolate desert of
stone or become a city that could offer its inhabitants an existence worthy of
humans.* He waspresenting an exaggerated image of a city that he in

'% HistorischesArchive der Stadt Kélr(hereafter HASK)/2/1313, Karl Bantizedanken zum
Wiederaufbau unserer Stad9 June 1945Hans Schmitt, Der Neuauflu der Stadt Koln
(Cologne, 1946, but written in late 1944); HASK/ 2/131Pheodor NufRbaum, "Die
Neugestaltung Kélns 4 Jan. 1946. See alddarina Hemmersbach, "Di¢/iederaufbauplanung
der Stadt Ko6In1945 46" (unpubl. M.A. thesisKunsthistorisches Instit, Cologne, 1989), in
HASK/E828, 2 vols. Volume 2 contains photocopies of many of the proposals by Band,
NuflRbaum, and others.

16 HASK/902 K. Adenauer/287/1: Reden/9%peech byAdenauemreproduced in th&tadt
Anzeigerof 8 June 1920.
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fact loved, butAdenauemwanted to launch a program of city expansion not
only for the green belt but also for new housing and industry. In addition to
the military zone, other land must be acqdirdne felt, through the
incorpaation of neighboring villages. Once expansion was well under
wayd even if not to the full extent th&tdenaueihad wanted he stated that

"he held a rational policy of incorporatipgingemeindungspitik] to be the

most impotant thing for the development of big cities .... more important
than any urban planning law," because through such actions a city could
expand and offer its residents the opportunity to "maintain their spiritual and
bodily health through an absolutely essary connection with nature and
the land.*’ It is also noteworthy that he launched his expansion program
right after a military defeat and continued to pursue it during a subsequent
period of political and economic chaos as well as under the eye ofighBri
military force occupying the Rhineland under the Versailles Treaty.

This program of urban expansion was the cornerstone of Adenauer's
successful tenure as mayor in the post World War | era, and he is still
remembered in Cologne for the city's greert.bl is significant that
Adenauerpursued exactly the same policies in the spring of 1945, even
before the war had endedldenauerheaded the Americans' "white list" of
potential appointees for Cologne, and he was immediately sought out at his
home in Rhondorf by members of the military detachment charged with
setting up a new local government. As it happened, two déahdigures in
that detachmentits head, Lieutenant Colonel John K. Pattersand
Captain Albert C. Schweizérwere inclined to listen ygnpathetically to
Adenauer's ideas because of their own professional training. Patterson was a
civil engineer and road buildeBchweizerwas a partner in a New York
architectural and planning firm and professor at the New York/édgity
School of Architeture’® Adenauerappealed to them as town planning
professionals; they in turn were impressed by his vision of urban life, one
that looked beyond the city of rubble that was Cologne in 1945.

" HASK/902 K. Adenau€287/2: Reden: Stenographischer Bericht iiber die am 7. und
8.2.1927 im Rathaus zu Koln gehaltenen Vortrdge anlasslich deres®mheit des 29.
Ausschusses (Stadtebaugesetzausschuss) des PreuRRischen Lafwiags,

18 Billstein andlliner, YouAre Nowin Cdogne 80, 85.
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Clearly Adenauerviewed the end of the fighting in Cologneethrrival
of the American army, and thikely end of the war as an opportunity like
that of 1918. Adenauerargued that the most rational form of recongtaunc
would be from the outside in. That is, rather than investing the time and
money to clear rubbland rebuild the central city, one should construct new
housing, schools, and public buildings dhe outskirts and in newly
incorporated areas, a process tAdenauerfelt would be less expensive
than rebuilding the core area first. This plan would ahsde it possible to
integrate areas of nature with newly builp areas, providing a more healthy
city. Only by incorporating all of thd.andkres of Cologne and the
RhenischBergischeKreis would the city gain the necessary free space to
carry out Adeauer's conception of reconstruction. Finally, he noted, "the
requsite legislative powers and administrative authority for this
incorporation plan lay at the moment in the hands of the occupying
power.®® In other words, he was hoping that he could persutte
Americans to endorse his plans immediately before they had to give way to
the British, in whose occupation zone Cologne fell.

Adenauerwas dismissed by the British from his post as lord mayor of
Cologne on 6 October945, after six months in officeand ordered to stay
out of poltics. His reconstruction ide@srebuilding the city from the oside
in and the expansion of the city through the extensiverpuration of
neighboring ared@s were not realized. Indeed, the letter from Brigadier John
Barraclaugh relieving him of offie complained that Adenauer's
administration had been lax "in repairing buildings, clearing the streets, and
in the general task of preparing for the coming wint&he day before his

9 HASK/Acc. 2/1403/Begriindungum Eingemeindungsantrager Stadt KoIn bei deMil.

Reg. vom9.8.45, 58ff., quotation from p. 64. See also the version printed in Everhard Kleinertz
and Hugo Stehkdmper, eds.Konrad Adenauer.Seine Zeit, Sein Werk. Ausstellung des
Historischen Archives der Stadt Koln(Cologne, 1976), 119ff., andHansPeter Schwarz,
Adenauer. Der Aufstied:876 1952 (Stuttgart,1986), 445.

20 Kleinertz and Stehkamper, ed€gnrad AdenauerSeineZeit, SeirWerk 119. Stehkamper
attributes Adenauer's dismissal to a secret report to the British by theSPBbdéader Robert
Gorlinger, who complained aboAtenaueifavoring CatholieCenter administrative policy at the
expensive of the Social Democrats and other antifascist geoupallowing some former Nazis
back into the city administration. Martin Rither, "[Eatlassung Adenauers. Zur
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dismissal Adenauerad written to Captai®chweizernow in Bavaria, that
the British were much too shesighted to accept the plans for Cologne's
expansion through incorporatioffs.

This conclusion to Adenauer's second term as Cologne's lord mayor says
something important about Adenauer's paditivision: he focused on what
he saw as longerm, continuous developments in the city, not thenadiate
problems presented by the destruction and rebuilding of the city. Much of
the physical structure of Cologne had vanished in the war, and now the
Third Reich had vanished, but this did not constitute so much a zero hour or
new beginning as an interruption of work that had begun inWleenar
Republic.

Moreover,Adenauemvas not alone in thinking this way, as we can see if
we situate him in a slightlyalger context. 111939 a former Cologne city
accountant by the name of Kiwit, under a contract from the city, composed a
long memo arguing for a program of city expansion much like that which
Adenauerhad pursued after 1918 and which he was to propos®456.1
Kiwit also noted the need for new areas for recreation, housing, and
industry. The city had to grow organically and be opened up or it would
choke on its dense concentration of buildings and people. If the city could
grow, it could rationally plan tfac improvements consisting of radial and
axial streets that would tie into the new autobahn network. The proposed
growth of the city would "standn parallel to the pat, ... a clear
continuity."?* In fact, there are few references in Kiwit's memo to &ven
policies of the Nazi regime. He wrote about continuities in urban
developments rather than changes in the recent past.

Amtsenthebung als OberbirgermeisteKaoln," in Geschichten Kéln, no. 20 (Nov. 1986), finds
it more likely that retired British General CheglFerguson was behind the action, though the best
explanation may be the simplésthat Barraclough really was dissatisfied with reconstruction
efforts to date. Ferguson had been military governor in Cologne after World War | and believed
thatAdenauehated the British. See alsschwarz Adenauey467ff.

21 Konrad AdenaueBriefe 1945 1947 ed.HansPeter Mensing, vol. 1 (Berlin, 1983),114.

2 HASK/Acc. 2/1403: Memo with archival page numbers 3% quotation from the final
paragraphVerwaltungsrechtsraKiwit had served asStadtkammereand Beigeordneterfrom
1934 to 1936, when he was dismissed under Paragraph 6Béifsbeamtengesetz.
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The original of this memorandum was apparently destroyed in the
bombing, but Kiwit retained an imperfect copy, which he offeed.drd
Mayor HermannPunder, Adenauer's successor, on 28 May 1946. Punder
promptly accepted the document, since he was hoping to keep thailjpssi
of expansion alive. Pinder was no more successfulAdanauemhad been
in expanding the city through dorporations, but the proposal lived on. In
November 1949, Oberstadtdiektor (city manager) Wilhelm Suth
(Adenauer's brothen-law) sought the help of all department heads in the
city government in providing new arguments to updatenauer's original
postion.”® This effort also foundered on the opposition of the neighboring
communities, but Suth's cover letter to the department heads is worth citing
because it was typical of those who thought in terms of continuities rather
than new beginnings.

Suth begarby placing both the political legacy of the Nazi period and
the destruction brought by the war in a broader time frame, and he stressed
the fundamental importance of planning.

Out of the last catastrophe there is nevertheless a path to a new futuie that
worthy of the eminence of Cologne if those obstacles which ... have until now
hampered Cologne's development can be ruthlessly swept aside. The most
important obstacle has always been the shortage of space in both the narrow and
large sense.

The furiesof the war have now created space in the narrow sense. The actual
city, that which the Kdlner themselves have experienced and understood as the
city, is no more. But we, the still living, must acquire space in the largerdsense
something that can be accoispled through a simple administrative meaduife
we are to meet our responsibility to our descendénts.

Like Adenauerbefore him, Suth saw great continuity in the period
between November 1918 and November 1949, at least in terms of urban
developments. Tlughout theWeimar period and immediately after the
Americans seized Cologne in 1945, theyclitad pursued a policy of
exparsion through the planned incorporation of outlying communities and

23 Suth had served in the city administration before 1933. He was thus one of sevBiatipre
officials working for te city after the war. MoreoveKonrad Adenauer's niece Hannah became
head of the city's historic preservation office, and hishdaxr later became city manager.

**HASK/Acc. 2/1403:6.
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sought to base social and economic policy as well as posto@rsteuction
on that expansion. After both watspnrad Adenaueand his collaborators
tried to take advantage of the political uncertainties of the times to establish
conditions for what they believed would be a more modern, more livable
Cologne. This a#tmpt worked after 1918, even if it failed after 1945. Their
urban politics, however, shows that continuity in thinking prevailed at the
end of the war, not discontinuity as implied by a zero hour.

Whether we talk of planners in Dortmund or Cologne, or astnof the
other West German cities, the zero hour was not necessarily an hour or day
or month in 1945 but something rather ambiguous. Planners weseicos
not simply of some sense of a new beginning. They also thought of
rebuilding ties to the traddins that had shaped life prior to 1933 while, in
many cases, they built upon plans drawn up either in the early years of the
Third Reich or during that brief, intense effort at reconstruction planning
that began in the fall of 1943. The Germans who ledildibg after 1945
could dream of constructing new cities out of the rubble, but they were far
from just starting at the war's end. h&feas planners in the 1930s
approached the redesign of their cities with exhilaration and with the
backing of a powerfultate, in 1945 they had to rely on their confidence in
recent planning models and practices. But at least in that sense, they were
not starting from scratch. Unlike the poor citizens who wandered the streets
in 1945 or those of us today who see the phofwgaf the bombed cities,
the planners were not fooled by the destruction into thinking that their cities
really were blank slatesn which they could start anew.

% There were a couple of wethown exceptionsHans Scharoun's propokéor rebuilding
Berlin was a radical departure, as was Marcel Lods's plan for Mainz.






Stunde Null at the Ground Level:
1945 as a Social and Political Ausgangspunkt
in Three Cities in the U.S. Zone of Occupation

Rebecca Boehling

The question of whether there was a point zero in Germany at the end of
World War 1l is one that has preoccafdi a number of scholars and
contemporaries since 1945. There is a case for answmnsgjuestion with
either "yes" or "no": "Yes" because there was an end to the Nazi regime, a
period in German history that stands out in its terror and racism, exercise of
arbitrary power, and intolerance of dissent and political and cultural
diversity.But "no" because German history did not start over from scratch in
1945. The end of the war represented the potential for all sorts of changes,
some of which materialized and some of which did not. But change does not
preclude some level of continuity, andntinuity does not preclude change.
Rather than focusing directly on the question of whether the collapse of the
Third Reich and the Allied military occupation of Geany was a null point
(Nullpunkd, I will examine this interregnum in Gean history fom the
perspective of 1945 as a social and political starting pginsgangspunkt

This approach will hopefully provide a sense of the atmosphere and context
of that early postwar situation that is crucial to making judgments about any
kind of Stunde NI framework.

There are a number of reasons why | have chosen to focus on a major
city in each of the three statdsd(den of the U.S. zone of occupation in
order to analyze this interregnum. First of all, the municipality was the first
or ground level ofsocial organization in Germany where Germans and
Allies interacted in a postostilities context. It was the first administrative



106 Rebecca Boehling

level to be restored to any sort of normal circumstances, in which Germans
could exercise some semblance of-gelvernmentFurthermore, the United
States was the most influential power among the Western Allies, and
developments in its zone were especially consequential. The fourth reason
for my particular approach is that an individual case study might be too
anomalous andegionally limited to allow for generalizations. Finally, a
study of smaller and less important towns would not contain the complexity
that urban life provides. It would also not offer an example of an area that
the Allies themselves particularly focusedfonthe implementation of their
policies of denazification, democradton, decartellization, and de
militarization arising from thePotsdamand to a lesser extent, Yalta
corferences.

Conditions in cities like Frankfurt am Main, Stuttgart, and Municthat
end of the war and in the early phase of the occupatreater an
atmasphere of chaos and uncertainty that persisted for weeks and sometimes
months. This endemic confusion produced a universal longing for order,
routine, and normalcy. In my earlierovk on the return of seljovernment
to the Germans in these three cities under U.S. occupation, | have argued
that, by granting top priority to restoringnéd maintaining order, the
American occupiers and the Germans they appointed to positions in
municipd administration lost the window of opportunity presentedaby
StundeNull for the potential realization of certain reforms andr&aching
structural change on the local level. Although official U.S. guidelines had
specified that, if necessary, efficigneould have to be sacrificed for the
sake of denazification, most military government (MG) officers, driven by a
sort of managerial spirit, gave efficiency priority over denazification and
sometimes even democratization. This prioritizing shaped most U.S.
Military Government officers' decisions about which Germans they placed
into positions of power. Because few such officers on the local level were
proficient in German language, history, or political or social organization,
they were quite reliant on thieappointees, who could, in turn, exercise
indirect influence over them.

In this essay | will examine the point of departure that set the stage for
these early decisions. | will explore the identity and behavior of the initial
American occupiers and the G®ans whom the tactical or MG detacint
commanders appointed to administer the tasks of reconstruction and to help
implement the goals of the occupation. Although some similarities
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exist among the three cities, much of what happened in the early fddngs o
occupation was determined by the individual personalities and backgrounds
of the Americans in charge and by the Germans who happened to be in the
right place when the American occu@erwere seeking municipal
adminbtrators: The availability of Gerrans with both administrative
expertise and neNazi credentials, as well as the ability of certain German
individuals or groups to mesh well with the U.S. Military Government
officersd often regardless of whether the appointees' administrative practice
was authoritarian or democraficclearly also influenced the Americans'
decsions about which Germans they appointed to key municipal posts. In
terms of military government preferencesn othe local level of
administrdion, ultimately the more conservativd,tames authoritarian, and
even clercal German influences prevailed over &W#izi or activist
democratic one$SOften this preference was not a conscious one, but rather
had to do with a reliance upon Germans with experience and prominence,
and a distase inherent in the military for those overtly political and
sociologically less famiar. These preferences had an impact not only on the
early days of the ocgation, but also on shaping the early years of postwar
West German history.

FRANKFURT AM MAIN

Of the 550,000 inhabitants who had lived in Frankfurt before the war, only
269,000, or less than half, remained when the city was occupied by the

!'In the case of Stuttgart, these initial appointments were made by the French Military
Government or, with its approval, by the former Nazi mg@beblrgermeistey of Stuttgart.

? The term "antiNazis" is used here to describe a heterogeneous group witlirals who
had opposed the Nazis and now sought to play active political roles in postwar Germany. They
either felt a sense of duty because of theiufaito stp the Nazis or were determined to use the
opportunity of the collapse of the Third Reich to create a more socially just and equitable,
democratic, civil society with social, economic, and political changes that would prevent the rise
of fascism and even thoritarianism again. Many arWazis, probably even most, had only
vague ideas about what those changes should be or how to achieve them, but few ever had a
chance to try their hand at it. The Antifas, which will be discussed in the section on Stuttgart,
constituted only one serorganized group of anhlazis.
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Americans’ Of the 31,000 Jews living in Frankfurt before 1933, only 140,
or less than half of one pemt, survived the war in Frankfurt, either in
hiding or as "partial" or "migd" Jews' In the early summer, buses sent to
the Dachau,Theresienstadt, anBuchenwaldcamps brought approximately
360 Frankfurt natives home. By September 1945 just over aghddemer
concentration camp inmates had returned to FrankfGome of these
persecuted individuals were among the 1426 Frankfurt residents who had
officially resisted the Nazi reginfe.

Frankfurt experienced some of the worst destruction in Europernmst
of infrastructure and economy. Twelaada-half million cubic metersof
rubble covered the cityMore than a quarter of the residential buildings in
use before the war were demolished, and onlpdrfsent remained wholly
intact® Just short of 10 peent of the residences were requisitioned by the
occupation troops. Almost three quarters of the industrial and conainerc
enterprises were destroygdNeither trains nor streetcars were running; it
took two months after the city was occupied before éwenstreetcar lines
were back in service. Most electric lines and water aasl m@ains took
months to repait’ Such was the material situation in Frankfurt when the
ThousaneYear Reich came to an end.

The combat troops of the United States Third Army'shFdivision
occupied Frankfurt am Main on 28 March 194%nticipating the arrival of
the Americans, th&auleiterhad ordered the men of Frankfurt to leave the
city four days earlier, although most did not, preferring to seek shelter in the
cellars and airaid bunkers until the end. As in most towns, when the

3 Frankfurter Rundschaul9March 1974.

* Giinter Mick, Den Frieden gewinnen. Das BeispiBtankfurt 1945 bis 1951Frankfurt
a.M., 1985), 34ff.

® FrankfurterAllgemein&eitung 26 March 1955.

® Barara MausbacBromberger, Arbeiterviderstand in Frankfurt a.M. (Frankfurt
a.M.,1976), 193.

’ Frankfurter Allgemein&eitung 27 March 1967.

8 Office of Military GovernmenHessen (hereafter OMGH), 8/18917, 3 of 7, Record
Group 260 (hereafter RG 260pstitut fir Zeitgeschichte Archiwlunich (hereafter 1fZ).

° MagistratsaktetthereafteMag) 1060/1,StadtarchivFrankfurt a.M. (hereafter StA FaM).

1 Mag1060/1, StA FaM.

1 Frankfurter Allgemein&eitung 26 March 1955.
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Americans arrived, city life was at a standstill. After twenty air raids, the
business district was a wilderness of rubble. In the railroad yards, Germans
and secalled displaced persons (DPs), thosw liberated forced laborers
and Allied prisoners of war, raided strandé¢ehrmachtsupply trains;
seventy Soviet DPs died as a result of drinking methyl alcohol taken in one
such raid. One of the few intact higise office buildings, the I.Grarben
building, was selected to house the Supreme Headquarters Allied Expedi
tionary Forces (SHAEF) and U.S. Forces, European Theater (USFET) head
quarters. Indeed this decision prevented Frankfurt from being reassigned to
the French zone, because this buildirgswonsidered one of the few in all
of western Germany that was large enotmgberve as headquartéfs

One of the few other large buildings still standing in central Frankfurt
was that of the large metalworks company,Metallgesellschaftwhich the
American tactical commander, Lt. Colonel William H. Blakefield, and his
troops occupied. Finding the provisional directdgrmannW. Lumme,in
the building, Blakefield orderettumme to bring him Frankfurt's mayor
(OberbiurgermeisterOB), whom Blakefield inteded to leave in office for
the time being. But the NazZdberblrgermeisteDr. Krebs had already
absconded, after instructing the remaining city employees that he could be
reached in the suburb of Batbmburg. LummeaeacheKrebsby telephone
and tried ungccessfully to convince him to return to Frankfurt. When an
annoyed Blakefield ordereHumme to become mayo(Biirgermeistey,*®
Lummealso refused, explaining that he was a residemtarhburgand not
of FranKurt. A now impatient Blakefield orderedummeto find someone
else to becomBiirgermeistewithin half an hour*

12 Earl Ziemke The U.S. Army in #hOccupation of Germar{yashington, 1975), 226ff. So
many of the U.S. organizations and accompanying troops, such as those connected to the SHAEF
and USFET headquarters, moved into Ffarils available buildings that the traditional health
spa resort ofViesbaden became the more attractive alternative for the capitallaintélesse.

3 In Frankfurt, in contrast to other cities of its size, the Americans first appointed a
Birgermeisterrather than arOberbirgermeisteralthough this was the same posthwa less
prestigious title. Shortly before he was dismissed, Hollbach received the title of
Oberbirgermeister.

¥ H.W. Lumme,"Will America be Lost ...? Military GovernmeintEcke Reutexeg," inMG-
Information Zeitschrift firdie Mitarbeiter im Bereich ér MetallgesellschaftAG, Frankfurt a.M.,
no. 1(1981): 70.
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Indicative of the haphazardness of some of the early German personnel
decisions of the Americans is what happened a few minutes \fdileelm
Hollbach, editor of two now defunct and cuipolitically tainted Frankfurt
newspapers, thleueste Zeitungnd thelllustriertes Blatt which had been
run by the same publishing company asRhenkfurter Zeitung appeared at
the Metallgesellschafin order to ask the Americans if heutd start anew
newspapet® Lummeasked the journalist if he would be willing to become
the BurgermeisterWhen Hollbach agreed, he was introduced to Blakefield,
who summarily appointed him as actiBrgermeisteof Frankfurt™®

On the following day, 29 March 1945.&MG detachment for Frafuet
arrived. The tactical commander, Blakefield, moved on with the rest of his
division and the Tiird Army to continue fighting’ Like Blakefeld, this first
military government commander in Frankfurt, Lt. Colonel Howard D.
Criswdl, was a career officer, whom Frankfurt residents described as
"fanatically stringeti and reservedly businesslikéHollbach disliked the
way that Criswell always screamed his orders at him. Eventually Hollbach
yelled back at Criswell, who, although sked, burst out laughing. There
after, Hollbach reported that their dealings were rational and pollgpi-
cal of the communication problems between most MG officers and their
German appointees, neither Criswell nor Blakefield spoke German, and
Hollbach poke no English.

Criswell required Blakefield's mayoral ppointee to fill out a
guestiomaire about his past, which was then examined by a Ceunter
intelligence Corps (CIC) lieutenant. The CIC officer summarily endorsed
Hollbach's appointment with the commie"Says he can produce witnesses
that he was always arilazi. Has had six years of exmnce in municipal
govemment Hollbach had served under May#onrad Adenauerls a
German Democratic Party (DDP) city councilor in Cologne. Criswell then
formed

> No newspaper or any printed matter could be published without the permission of the
military government. The Information Control Division actually selected licensees to found the
new German nespapers.

| umme,"Military Government," 70.

" Ibid., 70f.

'8 Chronicle entry, 12 May 1945, S5/193/IIN, StA FaRMrankfurter Rundschal26 March
1970.

19 Frankfurter Allgemein&eitung 8 May 1970. Cf. MickDen Frieden gewinner25.






