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Fifth West Coast Ger man ists’ 
Workshop, 2023

Workshop at the University of Brit ish Co lum bia, Vancouver, 
B.C., April 29–30, 2023. Co-or ga nized by the Pacific Office of 
the Ger man Historical Institute Washington and the Depart
ment of History, University of Brit ish Co lum bia, Vancouver. 
Conveners: Heidi Tworek (University of Brit ish Co lum bia) and 
Richard F. Wetzell (Ger man Historical Institute Washington). 
Participants: Krista Baillie (University of Brit ish Co lum bia), 
Kristine Bell (University of Colorado, Colorado Springs), Noah 
Bender (University of California, Berkeley), Ben ja min Bryce 
(University of Brit ish Co lum bia), Elizabeth Drummond (Loyola 
Marymount University), Kyle Frackman (University of Brit
ish Co lum bia), Annika Frieberg (San Diego State University), 
Heike Friedman (Ger man Historical Institute Washington), Da
vid Gramling (University of Brit ish Co lum bia), Susanne Hillman 
(San Diego State University), Patrick Hohlweck (University of 
California Berkeley), Anna Holian (Arizona State University), 
Ilinca Iurascu (University of Brit ish Co lum bia), Philipp Lenhard 
(University of California, Berkeley), Alan Maričić (University 
of Saskatchewan), James McSpadden (University of Neva
da, Reno), Patricia Milewski (University of Brit ish Co lum bia), 
Madeleine Miller (University of Texas, Arlington), Caitlin Mur
dock (California State University, Long Beach), Jörg Neuheiser 
(University of California, San Diego), Joseph Patrouch (Univer
sity of Alberta), Thomas Pegelow Kaplan (University of Colo
rado, Boulder), H. Glenn Penny (University of California, Los 
Angeles), Sandra Rebok (University of California, San Diego), 
Preetham Sridharan (University of Oregon), Elizabeth Sun 
(University of California, Berkeley), Phillip Wagner (University 
of California, Berkeley/University of Halle), and Elissa Waters 
(University of Southern California).

The West Coast Ger man ist Workshop at the University of 
Brit ish Co lum bia on schol ar ship in prog ress in the field of 
Ger man his tory and Ger man stud ies was tem po rally and 
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spa tially widerang ing and fea tured a num ber of fas ci nat
ing pre sen ta tions and con ver sa tions around re search. In 
the first pan el, “History and Geography,” chaired by Da
vid Gramling, H. Glenn Penny, Caitlin Murdock, and Noah 
Bender discussed al ter na tive forms of be long ing, non 
be long ing, and con nect ed ness in the south ern Ger man bor
der lands. Penny fo cused on spa tial be long ings dur ing two 
hun dred years in an area rang ing from Salzburg to Basel, 
and the role of wa ter ac cess as a mode of lo cal in ter con
nec tion as well as the im por tance of global con nec tions, 
such as through mu se ums and tour ism to and away from 
the ar ea. Caitlin Murdock mean while discussed a group of 
Ger manspeak ing mi grants from Czechoslovakia, the so
called Joachimsthaler, and the way in which mys te ri ous ill
nesses (forms of can cer) they ac quired as a re sult of work 
in Czechoslovak ura nium mines be came in te grated into a 
larger post war dis course on pub lic health in West Germany. 
She pointed to the shifting un der stand ing of ra di a tion as a 
pub lic health safety haz ard and re sis tance to this nar ra tive. 
Finally, Noah Bender in tro duced an in ter est ing al ter na tive 
eco nomic his tory of mi gra tion routes from Central Europe 
as shaped by steam boat ship ping com pa nies in mul ti ple 
countries, their po lit i cal en gage ment with each oth er, and  
with other busi ness in ter ests. All in all , Ger manspeak ing 
pop u la tions were connected and dis con nected in ter nally 
and in ter na tion al ly, here based on eco nom ic, spa tial, and 
geo graphic fac tors, to re shape our un der stand ings of na
tional be long ings and tra di tional bor ders.

Panel 2, “Germany, Em pire, and the World,” was mod er ated 
by Heidi Tworek and spanned from the six teenth to the twen
ti eth cen tu ry. Joseph Patrouch de scribed the trav els of the 
Habs burg im pe rial court in one par tic u lar year, 1570, and 
the po lit i cal and cul tural ef fects of its trav els. Sandra Rebok 
turned her at ten tion to Ger man sci en tists and think ers in the 
eigh teenth and nineteenth cen tu ries and their con cep tu al
i za tion of the Amer i can West. Interestingly, Ger man pro
duc tion of knowl edge was in te gral and rel e vant to sev eral 
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em pires op er at ing in west ern North America, in clud ing the 
Rus sian and Span ish em pires. Finally, Alan Maričić’s pre sen-
ta tion concerned West Ger manYugoslav re la tions in the era 
of the 1950s Hallstein Doctrine. He con cluded that de spite 
hos tile of fi cial re la tions, cul tural re la tions be tween the two 
states were un af fected and sur pris ingly live ly. Maričić fo-
cused par tic u larly on the ef forts of the Goethe Institute to 
in tro duce Ger man cul ture in Yugoslavia and the Yugoslav 
in ter est in study ing at the in sti tute, but also ex am ined the 
West Ger man film in dus try’s prac tice of filming its pop u lar 
west ern mov ies, based on the books by Karl May, in Yugosla
via for costsav ing pur poses.

On the sec ond day of the work shop, the third pan el, “Lan
guage and Religion,” was chaired by Ilinca Iurascu and 
in cluded pa pers by Elizabeth Drummond and Preetham Sri
dharam. Drummond fo cused on a rel a tively un known nine
teenth cen tury art ist, Max Thalmann, and how the spir i tual 
phi los o phy of Theosophy influ enced his ar tis tic pro duc tion. 
She based her pre sen ta tion on a col lec tion of art ac ces si ble 
at Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles, pointing to 
its spir i tual and ar tis tic con nec tions and con text. She ar gued 
that, de spite his rel a tively lim ited in flu ence and reach as an 
art ist, Thalmann can be un der stood as a win dow into cul ture 
and art in the early to midtwen ti eth cen tu ry. Preetham Sri
dharan’s re search concerned how Ger man Romantic think-
ers and their re li gious thought intersected with the his tory of 
ideal lan guage the o ries. His pa per ex am ined the lan guage 
the o ries of phi los o phers such as Hamann, Herder, and Hum
boldt, in clud ing their be liefs that lan guages can as pire to 
per fec tion and in the po ten tial of im prov ing lan guages 
to ward a uto pian ide al.

Panel 4, “Ger manness: Race, Work, and Citizenship,” was 
chaired by Richard Wetzell and fea tured pa pers by Kristine 
Bell, Jörg Neuheiser, and Philipp Wagner. Kristine Bell´s 
pa per discussed the Aryan myth, in clud ing the or i gins of the 
term “Ary an” and its ini tial us age. She then traced it into the 
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Enlightenment pe riod and showed its contextualization by 
his to ries of lan guage and et y mol ogy which drew con nec
tions and par al lels be tween San skrit, Greek, Lat in, Celt ic, 
and Goth ic, not all  of them fac tu ally based. Finally, she cov
ered its us age in Theosophy from the nineteenth cen tury 
into the 1930s. Jörg Neuheiser was concerned with the no
tion of “Ger man work” and how that con cept en gaged with 
the de moc ra ti za tion of post war West Germany. Using union 
and com pany pa pers and mag a zines from, among other 
groups of sources, Maschinenfabrik Augsburg Nürnberg AG  
(MAN), he il lus trated the complexities, con ti nu i ties, and 
discontinuities of ideas around the con cept of a spe cif i cally 
Ger man work ethic in the af ter math of the Nazi era and how 
these con trib uted to the shap ing of fluid con cepts of de moc
ra cy. Philipp Wagner, like Neuheiser, com pli cated schol arly 
ap proaches to the implementation of de moc racy in post
war West Germany but did so in the con text of ed u ca tion. 
While ed u ca tional re form ers agreed that the schools should 
be en gaged in sta bi liz ing so ci ety and se cur ing de moc ra cy, 
there is lit tle agree ment on how this should hap pen. Mod
els of cre at ing a “dem o cratic elite” through mer it o cratic 
train ing for par tic u larly tal ented stu dents com peted with 
more egal i tar ian mod els of broader ed u ca tional ide als. He 
showed that in the ac tual implementation of ed u ca tional 
mod els, stu dents were treated dif fer ently and thus dif fer en
ti ated from each other based on class and gen der.

Panel 5, “Weimar and Nazi Germany,” was chaired by Ben
ja min Bryce and in cluded pa pers by James McSpadden and 
Elissa Waters. McSpadden reconceptualized Weimar pol i
tics on three lev els through the lens of the po lit i cal cou ple 
Katharina and Sieg fried von Kardorff. First, he chal lenged 
the no tions of Weimar pol i tics as a cha otic and vi o lent scene, 
in stead pointing to the col le gi al ity and ci vil ity of net work
ing in Weimar po lit i cal cir cles. Secondly, he used Sieg fried 
von Kardorff ’s ac tiv i ties to dis cuss the con ti nu i ties in net-
works even when there were po lit i cal breaks on an of fi cial, 
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out wardfac ing lev el. Finally, McSpadden em pha sized the 
in clu sive ness and gen dered di men sion of the be hindthe
scenes net work ing in pol i tics through his at ten tion to Kath
arina von Kardorff. Elissa Waters presented a close read ing 
of the ar tis tic and cul tur alpo lit i cal po si tion of art ist Renate 
Geisberg. While Geisberg’s work has of ten been interpreted 
in the post war era as an tiNa zi, Waters pointed out that in 
re al i ty, she was po lit i cally neu tral, and her work was some
times of fi cially spon sored by the National Socialists. Over
all, Waters ar gued that Geisberg’s po si tion and art pointed 
to the openended na ture of the 1930s art scene, and to the 
bal anc ing act visàvis pol i tics that was typ i cal of many art
ists at the time.

The sixth and fi nal pan el, “Postwar Germany,” was chaired 
by Kyle Frackman and in cluded pa pers by Anna Hollian, 
Thomas Pegelow Kaplan, and Elizabeth Sun. Anna Hol
lian’s re search concerned East Eu ro pean Jew ish busi ness 
own ers and businesses in post war West Germany. She dis
cussed this com mu ni ty’s ex is tence, its re la tion ship to West 
Germany, and the vary ing ap proaches and strat e gies which 
the busi ness own ers used to ne go ti ate the re la tion ship with 
the Ger mans, past and pres ent, as his tor i cal agents or as 
cus tom ers nec es sary for their businesses’ sur viv al. Thomas  
Pegelow Kaplan discussed how, in the 1960s, leftwing ac tiv
ists, in clud ing the West Ger man SDS and the Black Pan
ther Party, formed trans na tional net works which sought  
to ex pand and reconceptualize def i ni tions of geno cide. By 
connecting po lice vi o lence in the United States and the Viet
nam War to the Ger man his tor i cal mem ory of moral in jus tice 
and antisemitism dur ing the Holocaust, this gen er a tion of 
ac tiv ists sought to al ter the va lence of geno cide and thereby 
mo bi lize it for pres ent and more widerang ing ac tiv ism. 
Finally, Elizabeth Sun in tro duced an ap proach based on 
dig i tal hu man i ties and pub lic his tory through her work on 
dig i ta lized mi grant nar ra tives in the twen tyfirst cen tury 
while also re fer ring back to his tor i cal ref u gee writ ings, such 
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as those of Anna Seghers. Her pre sen ta tion in tro duced the 
pro ject “Weiter Schreiben” (https://weiterschreiben.jetzt), a 
dig i tal space for ref u gee au thors to re sume writ ing and find 
a plat form for their work even af ter dis place ment.

The fi nal con ver sa tion of the work shop in cluded ques tions 
of fu ture fi nanc ing, whether the for mat should be changed 
or re main as it cur rently is, whether to open parts of it to 
larger au di ences, and whether a key note speaker should 
be in vit ed. The par tic i pants also discussed whether fu ture 
work shops should con tinue to be openended or have more 
spe cific themes.

Annika Frieberg  
(San Diego State University)


